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ADVERTISEMENT. 

Being  a  foreigner,  it  will  not  be  expe&ed  that  the 
author  could  write  the  language  with  elegance  or 
ftrict  propriety.  RefpecT:  for  his  readers  induced  him 
to  endeavour  to  get  this  defect  fupplied  by  another 
hand ;  but  he  had  the  misfortune  to  be  difappointed  in 
this  particular,  and  difappointed  in  a  way  that  did  not 
admit  of  his  getting  it  remedied.  He  is  made,  however, 
to  believe,  that  the  work  will  be  fufEciently  intelli- 
gible ;  and  if  fo,  he  relies  upon  the  candour  of  the 
public  for  overlooking  fome  trifling  inaccuracies  qf 
ftyie. 

London,  Dec.  i.  171*3. 
Newman  Strict. 
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Ad  refte  medendum  omnino  opus  eft,  ut  rcmedia,  non  folum  gencfi,  fed  fpeciel 
cuique,  ct  (spe  etiam  varic:atibus  quibufdam,  apprime  fyu  accommodata. 

Cu.llen,  Synof.  No/.  Method. 


CHAP.  Ii 

Obfervations  on  Venereal  Infeclion,  and  the  different 
appearances  of  Syphilitic  Complaints  An  general. 

WE  fay  that  a  perfon  is  poxed,  injured, 
or  infected  with  the  venereal  difeafe, 
or  fyphilis  *,  when  the  venereal  poifon 
has  been  received  into  the  fyftem,  and  there  pro- 
educes  its  peculiar  effects.  Thefe  effects  or  fymp- 
toms  are  ulcers  of  the  mouth,  fauces,  and  fkin, 
cutaneous  eruptions,  tetters,  pains  and  fwelling 
of  the  bones,  &c.    But  as  long  as  the  effects  of  the 

A  poifon 


*  Whether  the  name  Syphilis  is  derived  from  *v>~>  porcusi 
rand  <p>*'*,  amor,  as  if  you  would  fay,  amor  porcimts ;  or  whe- 
ther it  owes  its  origin  to  fome  other  derivation,  is  uncertain.- 
lln  French  it  is  called  La  maladie  vencrienne,  La  verole,  ot 
YGrande  verolc ;  in  German,  Lvjlfcuche  ;  in  Latin,  Lues  ve* 
\nerca> 
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poifon  are  confined  to  the  genitals,  the  diforder  is 
not  called  a  fyphilis,  lues  venerea,  or  pox  ;  but 
diftinguifhed  by  lbme  particular  names,  according 
to  its  different  appearances ;  fuch  as  a  gonorrhceai 
chancre,  bubo,  &c. 

Concerning  the  nature  of  the  venereal  poifon, 
we  know  nothing  more  than  we  do  about  that  of 
the  fmall-pox,  or  any  other  contagion;  we  know 
only  that  it  produces  fu'ch  and  fuch  effects,  which 
yield  to  a  particular  mode  of  treatment.  Like 
other  contagions,  it  requires  fome  time  after  being 
applied  to  the  human  body,  before  it  produces  that 
fermentation  (if  1  may  be  allowed  the  expreffion) 
which  brings  on  the  diforder.  It  is  not  known 
whether  the  poifon  has  different  degrees  of  acri- 
mony and  volatility,  or  whether  it  is  always  the 
lame  in  its  nature,  varying  only  with  regard  to  the 
particular  part  to  which  it  is  applied,  or  according 
to  the  different  habit  and  conftitution,  or  particu- 
lar idiofyncrajy,  of  the  perfon  who  receives  the  in- 
fection. We  know  that  mercury  poffeffes  a  cer- 
tain and  fpecific  power  of  deftroying  the  venereal 
virus  :  but  we  are  quite  uncertain,  whether  it 
acts  by  its  fedative,  aftringent,  or  evacuant  qua- 
lity ;  or  if  not  rather  by  a  chemical  elective  at- 
traction, whereby  both  fubftances  uniting  with  one 
another,  are  changed  into  a  third,  which  is  no 
more  hurtful,  but  has  fome  new  properties,  entire- 
ly diftinct  from  thofe  of  the  two  former. 

The  variolous  contagion,  we  know,  produces 
its  effects  in  about  twenty  or  twenty-four  days 
after  the  infection  is  received  from  the  atmofphere, 
and  eight  or  ten  days  if  by  inoculation.    But  with 
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regard  to  the  venereal  virus,  we  are  lefs  acquainted 
with  the  period.  At  Ibme  times,  and  perhaps 
in  particular  perfons,  it  requires  a  longer  time  to 
produce  its  effects,  than  at  other  times,  or  in  other 
perfons.  I  have  feen  chancres  arife  in  the  fpace 
of  twelve  hours,  nay  in  a  ftill  fhorter  time,  indeed 
I  might  fay  a  few  minutes,  after  impure  coition  ; 
whereas  in  others  they  make  their  appearance  only 
in  as  many  days.  The  generality  of  men  feel  the 
firft  fymptoms  of  a  gonorrhoea  on  the  fecond,  third, 
or  fifth  day  after  an  impure  coitus ;  but  there  are 
cafes  where  they  are  not  obferved  till  after  as 
many  weeks  or  months.  About  ten  years  ago,  I 
was  confulted  by  a  perfon  in  whom  a  violent  dis- 
charge from  the  glans,  along  with  a  phymofis, 
but  without  any  chancres,  took  place  four  weeks 
after  infection ;  though,  during  all  that  interval, 
he  felt  not  the  leaft  fymptom  of  the  difeafe.  Some 
years  ago  a  young  man  went  out  in  feemingly 
perfect  health  to  the  Eaft  Indies ;  but  on  his  arri- 
val in  that  hot  climate,  after  a  voyage  of  four 
months,  a  violent  gonorrhoea  broke  out  before  he 
went  on  fhore,  though  he  could  have  received  no 
infection  during  the  voyage,  as  there  was  not  a  wo- 
man on  board. 

How  long  the  venereal  poifon  may  lurk  in  the 
body  itfelf,  after  it  has  been  abforbed  into  the  mafs, 
before  it  produces  any  fenfible  effects,  is  a  matter 
of  equal  uncertainty.  There  is  fcarce  a  practi- 
tioner who  has  not  obferved  inftances  of  its  re- 
maining harmlefs  for  weeks,  or  even  months,  in 
the  body.  I  have  had  accefs  to  obferve  a  cafe, 
where,  after  lying  dormant  for  half  a  year,  it 
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broke  out  with  unequivocal  fymptoms.  BuJ 
the  following  inftance  is  'ftill  more  extraordi- 
nary. Some  years  ago  I  was  confulted  by  a  gen- 
tleman about  a  fore  throat,  which  I  declared  to  be 
venereal.  My  patient  w%s  aftonifhed,  and  alfured 
me,  that  for  nine  years  paft  he  had  not  had  the 
leall  venereal  complaint,  nor  had  any  realbn  to 
believe  he  had  fince  received  any  infection.  But 
at  that  time  he  had  been  in  the  Eaft  Indies,  where 
he  laboured  under  a  virulent  gonorrhoea.  On  his 
return  to  Europe,  being  to  appearance  in  perfect 
health,  he  married,  and  continued  perfectly  free 
of  any  fuch  complaint  ever  fince.  By  a  mercurial 
eourfe,  however,  the  complaint  for  which  he  ap- 
plied to  me  was  completely  removed. 

In  fome  perfons  the  venereal  poifon  more  parti- 
cularly attacks  the  throat,  where  it  produces  ul- 
cerations ;  while  in  others  it  exerts  its  virulence 
oh  the  fkin  or  bones.  Whilft  the  greateft  part  of 
mankind  are  thus  eafily  affected  by  this  poifon, 
there  are  fome  few  who  feem  to  be  altogether  un- 
fufceptible  of  the  contagion,  and  run  every  rifk 
without  fuffering  in  the  fmalleft  degree ;  juft  as 
fome  cannot  be  infected  with  the  variolous  con- 
tagion, though  they  go  into  infected  places,  and 
expofe  themfelves  to  every  hazard  by  which  the 
difeafe  is  generally  communicated.  Some  are  more 
liable  to  be  infected  than  others  feemingly  of  the 
fame  habit;  and  thofe  who  have  been  once  infected 
are  more  liable  to  catch  the  contagion  a  fecond 
time,  than  thofe  who  never  were  infected  before 
with  the  difeafe.  The  fame  difference  is  obfervable 
in  the  progrefs  made  by  the  difeafe  after  the  pa- 
tient 
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.tient  is  infe&ed.  In  fome  the  progrefs  is  flow, 
and  the  difeafe  appears  fcarce  to  gain  any  ground  ; 
while  in  others  it  advances  with  the  utmoft  rapi- 
dity, and  foon  produces  the  moft  terrible  fymp- 
toms.  I 

At  what  time  this  dreadful  malady,  the  very 
idea  of  which  poifons  the  fource  of  happinefs, 
was  firft  known  among  mankind,  is  a  matter  I 
cannot  pretend  to  decide.  Even  the  time  of  its 
firft  appearance  in  Europe,  and  whence  it  was  im- 
ported thither,  is  uncertain.  Thus  much  we  may 
venture  to  affirm,  that  we  have  no  authentic  proofs 
of  its  having  exifted  among  the  ancient  Greeks 
and  Romans  ;  though  thefe  undoubtedly  were  as 
licentious  as  their  pofterity,  whether  barbarous  or 
refined.  Some  diftempers  are  mentioned  by  an- 
cient writers,  which  might  feem  to  intimate  the 
existence  of  the  venereal  diftemper  from  the  earlieft 
antiquity.  Such  are,  perhaps,  the  difcharge  men- 
tioned in  the  book  of  Leviticus,  the  difeafe  of  Job, 
and  that  related  in  the  Pfalms  of  David  ;  the  cor- 
roding ulcers  of  the  prepuce  and  glans,  the  dif- 
charge of  thin  fanions  matter  from  the  penis,  the 
mortification  and  cancer  of  the  penis,  the  phagedenic 
ulcer  of  the  fame,  the  ivarts  of  the  prepuce  and 
glands,  condylomata  ad  anum,  the  fuelled  teficles 
arifng  -without  external  contufion,  all  mentioned  by 
Celfus,  I.  vi.  cap.  xviii.  De  obfcwnarum  par  hum  'vitiis, 
and  defcribed  as  obftinate  difeafes,  and  hardly  cu- 
rable without  the  hot  iron.  But  whether  thefe 
have  been  modifications  of  our  more  modern  fy- 
philitic  complaints,  or  diforders  of  a  quite  different 
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nature,  is  what  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to  deter- 
mine. 

That  the  venereal  diforder,  however,  did  really 
cxift  in  Europe  before  the  return  of  Columbus 
from  his  firft  voyage  to  the  Caribbee  iflands  in 
1493,  is  not  only  probable,  for  the  reafons  alleged 
by  Dr  Sanchez,  in  his  Difjertation  fur  Vorigine  de 
la  maladie  venerienne,  and  in  his  Examen  hijlo- 
rique  fur  V apparition  de  la  maladie  venerienne  en 
Europe  ;  but  confirmed  to  me,  though  contrary  to 
the  opinion  of  Dr  Aftruc,  by  the  4th  law  given 
in  the  manufcript  ftatutes,  De  difciplina  Lupanaris 
pubhci  Aven'toncnfts  (Avignon),  made  in  the  year 
1347,  by  Queen  Joanna  I.  After  other  regula- 
tions, the  law  proceeds  thus  :  "  Jubet  Regina 
"  Sabbato  quilibet  a  Bayliva  una  cum  chirurgo  a 
*'  confulibus  propofito,  mulieres  meritorias  fingu- 
"  las  luftrari  ;  quotcanque  in  lupanari  proftant, 
"  Et  fi  qua  fcortatione  a?gritudinem  ullam  con- 
"  traxerit,  a  ceteris  feponi  ut  feorfim  habitet,  ne 
*'  fui  copiam  facefe  pdffit ;  ut  morbi  praecaveantur 
tl  qui  a  juvenibus  poilcnt  concipi."  Which  may  be 
thus  tranflated  :  "  The  Queen  further  orders,  that 
11  every  one  of  the  women  kept  in  that  bawdy-houfe 
4-  fliould  be  vifited  every  Saturday  by  the  mother 
*'  abbefs,  together  with  a  furgeon  appointed  by  the 
"  magiftrates  for  this  purpofe  ;  and  if  there  be  any 
V  who  have  contracted  lome  difeafe  by  fcortation, 
*'  the  fame  fhould  be  feparated  from  the  reft,  and 
tl  be  flmt  up  in  a  private  room,  fo  that  (he  may  not 
**  lie  with  any  man,  in  order  to  avoid  by  thefe  means 
*'  the  diforders  which  might  be  communicated  by 
"  her  to  young  men."    See  AJlruc  De  7norb.  verier. 
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p.  34.  But  all  this  will  be  made  very  foon  ftill 
more  probable  from  the  light  thrown  on  the  fub- 
ject  by  the  learned  and  ingenious  Dr  Henfler,  from 
old  authentic  manufcripts  difcovered  by  him. 

It  is  a  queftion,  whether  the  venereal  poifon  can 
be  abforbed  into  the  fyftem,  without  a  previous 
affection  of  the  genitals  or  fome  other  parts  of 
the  furface  of  the  body ;  and  indeed  this  is  with 
me  ftill  a  matter  of  doubt.  Though  I  have  for 
fifteen  years  examined  all  the  cafes  which  fell  un- 
der my  infpection,  with  a  view  to  determine  this 
queftion,  I  have  not  met  with  one  well-authenti- 
cated fact  which  could  determine  me  to  take  the 
affirmative.  I  have  never  feen  a  fingle  perfon  af- 
fected with  this  difeafe  for  the  frji  time,  without 
fome  previous  appearance,  either  of  a  running,  or 
a  venereal  ulcer,  in  fome  part  or  other  of  the 
body,  efpecially  of  the  genitals;  though  indeed  I 
have  met  with  feveral  inftances  where  the  patient 
had  imagined  himfelf  radically  cured  of  fuch  com- 
plaints long  before.  In  fome  cafes,  I  have,  on  a 
clofe  examination,  difcovered  very  fmall  venereal 
ulcers,  where  the  patient  himfelf  knew  nothing  of 
them  ;  in  others,  where  the  patients  have  aflerted, 
that  they  were  infected  without  any  previous  dif- 
eafe of  the  furface,  they  have,  on  a  ftrict  inquiry, 
confefTed  that  they  had  either  had  chancres,  or 
ulcers  of  a  doubtful  nature,  on  the  thigh,  fcro- 
turn,  &c.  or  even  the  pox  itfelf,  one,  two,  or  more 
years  before,  though  they  had  long  imagined  them- 
felves  perfectly  and  radically  cured.  I  have  in- 
deed been  told  by  fome  eminent  phyficians,  that 
buboes  fometimes  arife  without  any  previous  run* 
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ning  or  ulceration;  but  as  no  fuch  cafe  ever  fell 
under  my  infpection,  I  muft  flill  remain  in  uncer- 
tainty. 

It  has  been  afferted,  even  by  fome  late  writers, 
that  this  difeafe  may  be  caught  by  lying  in  the 
fame  bed  with  or  after  an  infected  perfon.  But 
this,  from  the  moft  accurate  obfervations  and  ex- 
periments I  have  made  upon  the  fubject,  I  have 
never  been  able  to  confirm.  Nor  do  we  ever  fee 
nurfes  infected  in  the  Lock  Hofpital,  where  they 
live  night  and  day  with  patients  in  all  ftages  of  the 
diftemper.  The  fact  feems  to  be,  that  patients  are 
apt  to  impofe  upon  themfelves,  or  upon  phyficians 
.and  furgeons,  with  regard  to  this  matter;  and  the 
above  opinion  eafily  gains  ground  among  the  vul- 
gar, efpecially  in  countries  where  fuperftition  is 
more  prevalent,  or  where  they  are  more  influenced 
by  their  fervile  fituation  in  life,  or  other  circum- 
ftances.  Hence  we  fometimes  hear  the  moft  ridi- 
culous accounts  given  in  thofe  countries,  by  friars 
and  foldiers,  of  the  manner  in  which  they  were  in- 
fected with  this  difeafe. 

Another  queftion,  which  I  am  equally  unable 
to  decide,  is,  Whether  the  venereal  poifon  ever 
infects  any  fluid  of  our  body  befides  the  mu- 
cus and  lymphatic  fyftem  ?  Hence  1  am  in 
doubt,  whether  the  venereal  poifon  in  an  infected 
woman  ever  affects  the  milk,  and  confequently 
whether  the  infection  can  thus  be  conveyed  to  the 
infant  by  the  milk  alone,  without  any  venereal 
ulcers  on  or  about  the  nipples.  It  is  equally  a 
matter  of  uncertainty  to  me,  whether  the  venereal 
{lifeafe  is  ever  conveyed  from  an  infected  father  or 
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mother,  by  coition,  to  the  future  foetus,  provided 
their  genitals  are  found ;  or,  whether  a  child  is  ever 
infected  in  the  uterus  of  a  difeafed  mother.  Such 
infe&ed  infants  as  came  under  my  obfervation, 
and  that  of  my  friends,  whofe  practice  affords 
them  frequent  opportunities  of  feeing  new-born 
infants,  feemed  rather  to  militate  againft  the  opi- 
nion. Neither  I  myfelf,  nor  any  of  my  friends, 
have  been  able  to  obferve  ulcers  of  a  venereal  kind 
upon  children  when  firft  born;  and  fuch  as  make 
their  appearance  four,  fix,  eight,  or  more  days 
afterwards,  on  the  genitals,  anus,  lips,  mouth, 
&c.  or  the  difcharge  like  a  gonorrhoea,  which 
fometimes  takes  place  in  them,  may  probably  be 
fuppofed  to  arife  by  infection,  during  the  paffage, 
from  ulcers  in  the  vagina  of  the  mother,  the  {kin 
of  the  infant  being  then  nearly  as  tender  as  thofe 
parts  which  are  not  covered  with  the  cuticle  in 
adults  ;  and  this  is  perhaps  the  only  time  when  an 
abforption  of  the  venereal  poifon  might  take  place 
without  a  previous  excoriation  or  ulcer  of  the 
fkin. 

All  the  ways,  therefore,  by  which  the  venereal 
poifon  may  be  communicated  from  an  unhealthy 
to  an  healthy  perfon,  may  be  reduced  to  the  fol- 
lowing heads. 

1.  The  moft  frequent  method  is,  by  the  coition 
of  an  healthy  perfon  with  another  who  is  infe&ed, 
either  with  a  venereal  gonorrhoea,  or  venereal  ul- 
cers of  the  genitals. 

2.  By  the  coition  of  an.  healthy  perfon  with 
another  apparently  healthy,  in  whofe  genitals  the 
poifon  lies  concealed,  without  having  yet  produced 
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any  bad  fymptoms.  Thus,  a  woman  who  has 
perhaps  received  an  infection  from  a  man  two  or 
three  days  before,  may,  during  that  time,  infect, 
and  often  does  infect,  another  man,  without  ha- 
ving any  fymptom  of  the  difeafe  vifible  upon  her- 
felf;  and,  vice  verfa,  a  man  may  infect  a  woman 
in  the  fame  manner. 

3.  By  fucking.  In  this  cafe,  the  nipples  of  the 
wet  nurfe  may  be  infected  by  venereal  ulcers  in 
the  mouth  of  the  child  ;  or,  vice  ver/a,  the  nip- 
ples of  the  nurfe  being  infected,  will  occafion  ve- 
nereal ulcers  in  the  child's  nofe,  mouth,  or  lips. 

4.  By  expofing  to  the  contact  of  the  veneral 
poifon  any  part  of  the  body  either  covered  with 
the  cuticle  or  not,  by  kifling,  touching,  &c.  efpe- 
cially  if  the  parts  lb  expofed  have  been  previoufly 
excoriated,  wounded,  or  ulcerated,  by  any  caufe 
whatever.  In  this  manner,  we  frequently  fee  ve- 
nereal ulcers  arife  in  the  fcrotum  and  thighs ;  and 
there  are  fome  well-attefted  inftances  where  the 
infection  took  place  in  the  hands  of  midwives  or 
furgeons.  I  have  likewife  feen  venereal  ulcers 
produced  in  the  noftrils,  eye-lids,  and  lips,  of 
perfons  who  had  touched  the  genitals  either  of 
themfelves  or  others  affected  with  the  gonorrhoea 
or  venereal  ulcers,  and  then  rubbed  their  noftrils, 
&c.  with  their  fingers,  without  previoufly  warn- 
ing their  hands. 

5.  By  wounding  any  part  of  the  body  with  a 
lancet  or  knife  infected  with  the  venereal  virus. 
In  this  there  is  a  fimilaritv  between  the  venereal 
poifon  and  that  of  the  fmall-pox.  We  have  feve- 
ral  examples  of  the  latter  being  produced  by  bleed- 
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ing  with  a  lancet  which  had  been  previoufly  em- 
ployed for  the  purpofe  of  inoculation,  or  of  open- 
ing variolous  puftules,  without  being  properly 
cleaned  afterwards;  and  Van  Swieten  relates  feve- 
ral  inftances  where  the  lues  was  communicated  by 
a  fimilar  careleffnefs  in  cleaning  the  inftrument 
ufed  in  bleeding  or  fcarification.  We  had  laft  year 
a  melancholy  example  here  of  a  young  lady,  who 
having  drawn  a  decayed  tooth,  and  replaced  it 
with  one  taken  immediately  from  a  young  woman 
apparently  in  health,  was  foon  after  affected  with 
an  ulcer  of  the  mouth.  The  fore  manifefted  itfelf 
to  be  of  a  venereal  nature  :  but  fuch  was  its  obfti- 
nacy,  that  it  refifted  even  the  raoft  powerful  mer- 
curial remedies,  terminating  at  laft  in  a  caries  of 
the  maxilla,  with  a  moft  mocking  erofion  of  the 
mouth  and  face,  by  which  the  unhappy  patient 
was  deftroyed;  and  all  this  without  the  fmalleft 
diforder  being  perceived  in  the  woman  from  whom 
the  found  tooth  was  procured. 

No  branch  of  the  medical  art  has,  to  my  know- 
ledge, received  fo  many  valuable  improvements 
from  modern  practice  as  the  treatment  of  the  dif- 
ferent venereal  complaints ;  and  I  believe,  that, 
amongft  the  various  difeafes  to  which  mankind  are 
fubject,  there  is  none  of  which  the  cure  is  now 
more  eafy  and  certain  than  the  venereal  difeafe,  if 
properly  and  judicioufly  treated  ;  but  when  ne- 
glected, or  unlkilfully  treated,  it  is  often  rendered 
obftinate,  and  fometimes  nearly  incurable  :  and 
it  is  a  well-known  truth,  that  many  people  fuffer 
more,  and  have  their  conftitution  broken,  by  pre- 
pofterous  treatment  in  this  difeafe,  than  perhaps 
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by  the  difeafe  itfelf,  if  they  had  applied  nothing  at 
all.  Yet  there  is  fcarce  any  difeafe  whatever  in 
which  more  people  pretend  to  fkill  than  this  ; 
and,  amongft  the  whole  herd  of  quacks,  there  is 
fcarce  one  who  does  not  pretend  to  fome  fuperior 
knowledge,  or  to  the  poifemon  of  fome  particular 
noftrum,  which  he  fets  forth  as  an  infallible  re- 
medy for  this  diforder  in  all  its  various  ftages. 
Thus,  with  confummate  impudence,  he  impofes 
on  fuch  patients  as  have  the  misfortune  to  fall  into 
his  hands,  and  who  fooner  or  later  are  generally 
fure  to  fuffer  feverely  for  their  credulity.  It  is, 
however,  certain,  that  to  be  able  to  cure  this  dif- 
temper  in  all  its  various  ftages,  requires  not  only 
a  great  degree  of  judgment  in  the  choice  and 
dole  of  the  medicines,  but  likewife  fuch  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  conftitution  of  the  patient,  as  is 
not  to  be  obtained  but  by  a  long  experience  and 
judicious  obfervation.  Hence  more  than  common 
abilities  are  often  requifite  perfectly  and  radically 
to  cure  a  confirmed  lues,  or  venereal  complaints 
which  have  been  prepofteroufly  treated.  The  great 
number  of  unfortunate  victims  to  ignorance  and 
rapacity,  which  we  daily  obferve,  are  but  fo  many 
confirmations  of  the  truth  of  this  aflertion. 

From  the  moll  authentic  accounts,  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  venereal  complaints  were  formerly 
much  more  violent,  dreadful,  and  even  not  unfre- 
quently  fatal.  This  is  generally  imputed  to  the 
more  malignant  nature  of  the  poifon  at  that  time; 
and  it  is  imagined  that  afterwards  it  grew  more 
mild.  But  this  feems  to  me  to  be  deftitute  of  any 
folic!  foundation.    I  have  feen  the  difeafe,  and  all 

its 
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its  different  fhapes,  not  in  ten  or  twenty,  but  in 
hundreds  of  inftances,  as  violent  and  inveterate  as 
ever  defcribed  by  any  author  of  the  16th  or  17th 
century.  All  that  can  be  faid  is,  that  we  fee  thofe 
dreadful  complaints  now  more  feldom  in  Europe  in 
general.  This,  I  think,  is  not  owing  to  the  diffe- 
rence of  climate,  as  fome  might  imagine ;  but  to  the 
improvements  made  in  the  treatment  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  and  more  efpecially  to  the  enlightened  prin- 
ciples of  humanity  fpreading  all  over  Europe,  and 
happily  lucceeding  the  barbarous  fuperftition  and 
cruelty  of  former  times.  We  no  longer  abhor  or 
expofe  thofe  poor  unhappy  wretches  on  the  dung- 
hill, or  let  them  die,  as  the  Kalmucks  do  their 
brethren  and  children  affected  with  the  fmall- 
pox,  without  giving  them  the  leaft  affiftance  : 
both  fexes,  being  in  our  times  lefs  exppfed  to 
the  prejudice  of  others,  apply  fooner  for  relief, 
and  get  the  fame  eafier  by  more  humane  and 
better  inftructed  perfons ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  it 
is  owing  principally  to  this,  that  the  difeafe 
is  not  only  lefs  frequent,  but  in  all  its  differ- 
ent fymptoms  lefs  violent,  in  this  capital,  than  in 
any  other  in  Europe.  People  of  the  lower  clals 
have  not  only  fo  many  hofpitals  or  difpenfaries, 
where  they  get  advice  and  medicines  from  unpre- 
judiced, inftructed  perfons,  for  nothing;  but  thofe 
of  the  female  lex,  who  would  be  perhaps  detained 
by  lhame  from  applying  to  fuch  a  place,  rind  eaiily 
a  gentleman  who  gives  them  money  to  fupport 
them  during  their  miferable  fituation,  and  aseafily 
a  medical  man  who  cures  them  without  expecting 
any  remuneration  whatfoevcr.    1  know  this  is  no- 
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where  the  cafe  abroad ;  befides,  the  generality  of 
phyficians  and  furgeons,  not  having  the  advantage 
of  fuch  a  liberal  education,  have  more  confined  no- 
tions, and  often  but  a  very  fuperficial  knowledge  of 
this  difeafe.  Our  phyficians  and  furgeons  do  not 
think  themfelves  authorifed  to  reproach  their  vene- 
real patients  with  their  mifery  in  a  rude  and  inhu- 
man manner,  or  to  let  thefe  poor  creatures  fuffer, 
in  order  to  pleafe  God  Almighty,  as  inftruments  of 
his  vengeance,  or  think  themfelves  appointed  by 
Heaven  to  punifh  rather  than  relieve  them,  as  I 
have  a  thoufand  times  heard  even  in  great  capitals 
in  different  parts  of  the  continent.  Our  magi- 
ftratcs  and  police  do  not  force  thefe  wretches  into 
a  prifon,  or  into  an  hofpital,  not  much  different 
from  a  prifon,  but  put  in  their  way  all  pof- 
fible  means  to  procure  relief  for  themfelves.  In 
other  countries,  where  government  purfues  a  dif- 
ferent plan,  where  patients  have  no  place  of  re- 
fort,  where  they  are  expofed  to  die  of  hunger 
during  the  cure,  or  where  they  are  even  intimi- 
dated from  applying  in  time,  in  thofe  countries  I 
have  frequently  feen  the  diforder  in  its  moft  horrid 
ftages,  almoft  unknown  In  this  country.  In  fhort, 
let  a  perfon  make  the  tour  of  Europe,  and  only 
take  notice  of  the  venereal  patients,  as  well  thofe 
who  are  confined  inhofpitals,  as  thofe  who  live  or 
die  unnoticed,  under  the  moft  horrid  fymptoms  of 
this  difeafe,  in  their  private  abodes ;  and  he  will  be  • 
able  to  form  as  folid  a  judgment  of  the  compara- 
tive progrefs  of  enlightened  principles  of  govern- 
ments in  different  countries,  from  thefe  obferva- 
tions,  as  from  any  other  inquiry  whatfoever.  He 
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will  be  aftonifhed  to  find  at  this  day  fuch  a  differ- 
ence between  the  feveral  governments  with  regard 
to  barbarity  and  humanity,  as  1  found  with  refpect 
to  fcience,  not  many  years  ago,  between  two  mo- 
dern univerfities  ;  I  mean  Gott'mgen  and  Lowvain. 
In  the  one,  every  inftitution  is  calculated  to  incul- 
cate upon  the  minds  of  young  men  every  kind  of 
ufeful  knowledge,  and  the  moft  liberal  principles 
of  philanthropy  ;  whereas,  in  the  other,  every 
thing  feems  to  confpire  to  keep  the  youth  in  fu- 
perftition  and  ignorance,  and  to  engrave  in  their 
hearts  all  the  principles  of  intolerance,  and  hatred 
of  true  learning  of  every  kind,  for  which  we  now 
fo  juftly  blame  our  forefathers. 

1  have  at  leafl:  hitherto  found  the  frequency  and 
the  violence  of  venereal  complaints  in  different 
countries,  to  be  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
gree in  which  learning  is  encouraged  by  govern- 
ment, and  liberal  principles  diffeminated  among 
the  people.  From  thefe  obfervations,  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  if  a  judicious  plan,  with  proper  regu- 
lations and  precautions,  was  adopted  by  any  go- 
vernment, in  whatever  climate,  all  the  violent  fymp- 
toms  of  the  venereal  difeafe  would  not  only  be 
rendered  uncommon,  but  the  difeafe  itfelf  might 
be,  if  not  entirely  eradicated,  at  leaft  its  frequency 
greatly  diminifhed ;  but  fuch  a  plan,  though  eafily 
conceived  and  executed,  feems  not  yet  adapted  to 
the  tafte  of  the  prefent  age,  but  perhaps  rather 
calculated  for  our  humane  and  more  enlightened 
pofterity. 
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CHAP.  II. 
Of  the  Virulent  Gonorrhoea. 

THE  'virulent  Gonorrhcea  *,  or  Clap,  is  a  local 
inflammation,  attended  with  the  difcharge  of 
a  puriform  matter  from  the  urethra  in  men,  and 
from  the  vagina  in  women ;  accompanied  with  a 
frequent  deiire  of  making  water,  which  occafions 
a  fcalding,  or  pricking  and  burning  pain,  during 
the  time  of  its  paffage ;  and  arifing  from  any 
ftimulus  applied  to  thofe  parts,  provided  it  be  fuf- 
ficiently  ftrong.  Sometimes,  by  the  violence  of 
the  irritation,  the  lecretion  of  mucus  feems  to  be 


#  The  name  Gonorrhcea  is  derived  from  the  Greek  y<»»t 
genitura,  femen,  and  hu>  fluo,  i.  e.  fluxus  feminis ;  which  is 
a  very  improper  name  for  the  diforder  in  queftion,  becaufe  it 
conveys  an  erroneous  idea.  The  name  Gonorrhcea.  implies  a 
difcharge  of  femen,  which  never  takes  place  in  this  diforder. 
If  a  Greek  name  is  to  be  retained,  I  would  call  it  Blennorrha- 
gia,  from  mucus,  and  f£«.  jluox  i.  e.  Mucifluxus  (ailivus) ; 

and  thus  diftinguifh  it  both  from  real  gonorrhoeas,  and  from 
gleets,  to  which  latter  I  would  give  the  name  £le?iorrhoea}  Muci- 
fluxus (paffivus),  i.  e.  without  phlogiftic  fymptoms.  In  Eng- 
lifli,  the  difeafe  is  commonly  called  a  Clap,  from  clapping ; 
in  German,  a  Tripper,  from  dripping  ;  and  in  French,  a 
Chaude-pijfc,  from  the  heat  and  fcalding  in  making  water: 
names  derived  from  the  principal  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe.  See 
the  Nofological  Tabic  of  this  difeafe  at  the  end  of  the  following 
chapter. 
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totally  fufpended,  or  at  leaft  confiderably  dimi- 
nished, fo  that  no  difcharge,  or  only  a  very  fmall 
one,  takes  place,  tho'the  other  fymptoms  rage  with 
the  utmoft  violence.  In  this  cafe,  the  difeafe  has 
obtained  the  very  improper  name  of  gonorrheea  ficcay 
as  if  we  were  to  fay,  fluxus  feminis  fine fluxu.  An- 
other fymptom  is  a  violent  pain  during  erection, 
from  the  tenfion  of  the  franura,  which  has  obtain- 
ed the  peculiar  name  of  Cbordee ;  but  as  thefe 
diflindtions  denote  only  the  violence  of  fome  par-* 
ticular  fymptom,  there  is  no  occafion  for  retaining 
them. 

This  diftemper,  we  may  obferve,  i.  Is  a  local 
inflammation  ;  and  therefore,  like  all  others  of 
the  fame  kind,  does  but  feldom  affect  the  whole 
fyftem.  2.  The  .difcharge,  though  the  matter  has 
a  purulent  appearance,  is  not  a  real  pus,  much 
lefs  femen,  as  fome  patients  fancy.  The  matter 
difcharged  is  nothing  elfe  but  merely  the  mucus 
of  the  urethra  or  vagina  fecreted  in  a  larger  quan- 
tity than  ufual,  and  changed  in  its  colour  and  con- 
fiftence  by  the  ftimulus  applied  to  the  parts  ;  like 
the  mucous  difcharge  from  the  nofe  or  lungs  in 
a  coryza,  or  cough  from  cold,  where  the  mucus 
aifumes  nearly  the  fame  appearance.  It  is  an  er- 
roneous notion,  that  this  difcharge  arifes  always 
from  an  ulcer  in  the  urethra.  In  ninety-nine  out 
of  an  hundred  gonorrhoeas,  perhaps,  there  is  no 
fuch  thing  as  an  ulcer;  but  the  difeafe  is  merely 
a  fuperficial  inflammation  of  the  internal  mem- 
brane of  the  urethra,  like  that  above  mentioned 
of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nofe  or  lurgs 

B  from 
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from  cold  *.-  For  in  this  laft  cafe,  though  the  dif- 
charge  has  much  the  appearance  of  purulent  matter, 
we  know  that  it  never  proceeds  from  an  ulcer  in 
the  nofe  or  lungs.-  Thus  we  may  ea-fily  account  for 
the  quantity  of  the  matter  difcharged  y  and  have 
no  reafon  to  be  furprifed,  that  fo  large  an  excre- 
tion as  is  frequently  obferved  in  violent  gonor- 
rhoeas, mould  fo  little  affect  the  conftitution : 
while  if  an  equal  quantity  of  femen,  or  real  pus, 
was  difcharged,  we  would  find  the  eonftitutior* 
and  ftrength  of  our  patients  materially  injured ; 
which  is,  however,  but  feldom  the  cafe,  even  in 
the  molt  virulent  gonorrhoeas.  3.  1  have  faid, 
that  the  difcharge  may  proceed  from  a-ny  ftimulus 

of 

 -■ 

1  This  has  been  hitherto  rather  fuppofed,  than  proved  by 
any  direct  fact.  Anatomifts  examining  the  urethra  of  men 
•who  had  laboured  during  their  lifetime  repeatedly  under, go*- 
norrbceas,  found,  after  death,  no  cicatrix  in  the  urethra  ;  and 
thence  the  conclufion  was  drawn,  that  gonorrhoeas  were  ge- 
nerally not  accompanied  with  an  ulceration.  This,  however, 
•would,  in  my  opinion,  prove  little  or  nothing ;  as  we  fee 
daily,  that  chancres  on  the  prepuce  or  glans,  though  fome- 
times  pretty  deep,  go  off,  and  are  a  fhort  time  after  fo'  oblite- 
rated, that  not  the  leaft  mark  of  a  former  ulcer  or  cicatrifation 
is  to  be  feen.  To  conclude  thence,  that  there  has  never*  been 
any  ulcer,  becaufc  in  fuch  a  cadaver  we  fr.id  no  cicatrifation 
on  the  prepuce  or  glans,  would  in  this  cafe  be  evidently  wrong. 
But  what  anatomifts  have  hitherto  only  fuppofed,  is  now  made 
evident  by  my  friend  Dr  Stoll,  Profeffor  of  the  Practice  of 
Phyfic  at  Vienna.  He  had  two  years  ago  the  inftru&ive  op- 
portunity of  differing  a  man  who  died  in  his  hofpital,  while 
labouring  under  a  virulent  gonorrhoea.  On  opening  the  ure- 
thra carefully,  he  found  its  internal  furface  preternaturally 
red  ;  two  of  the  lymphatics  preternaturally  white  and  enlar- 
ged ;  and  the  puriform  matter  oozing  out  from  the  internal 
membrane,  efpecially  at  the  lacuna,  where  the  feat  of  the 
diforder  was,  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  an  ulceration  or 
excoriation. 
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of  fufficient  power,  applied  to  the  parts.  To  dif- 
cufs  this  latter  fubjedt  more  fully,  1  mall  conlider 
it  under  the  three  following  heads. 

It  I  am  of  opinion,  that  virulent  gonorrhoeas, 
"  arifing  from  an  external  caufe,  are  actually  ex- 

cited  by  the  ftimulus 'applied  to  thocavity  of  the 
"  urethra  itfelf and  that  confequently,  in  coi- 
tion, the  virulent  mucus  of  the  vagina  is  driven,  1 
or,  if  I  might  fay  fo,  forced  into  the,  urethra,  and 
not,  as  fpme  writers  have  imagined,  abforbed  by 
the  lymphatics  of  the  glans  penis,  and  thence  de- 
pofited  at  the  lacuna  under  rfhe  fraenum. — If  fuch 
an  abforption  actually  took  place,  we  would  every 
day  obferve  virulent  runnings  feated  low  down  in 
the  urethra,  as  well  asunder  the  fraenum;  whereas 
this  is  feldom  or  never  the  cafe.  The  feat  of  thefe 
gonorrhoeas  is  always  originally  in  the  lacuna  un- 
der the  fraenum  ;  and  thofe  which  are  found  to 
have  their  feat  at  the  curvatura  penis,  or  lower 
down  in  the  urethra,  are  not  fo  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  difeafe,  or  arife  from  an  internal  caufe. 
What  has  been  faid  of  the  impoilibility  of  fuch  an 
immediate  application  of  the  virus  to  the  infide  of 
the  urethra,  becaufe  its  orifice  is  clofely  fhut  up 
during  erection,  and  therefore  admits  not  of  any 
fuch  introduction,  appears  to  me  only  to  be  rea- 
foning  from  an  ill-grounded  theory  *. 

B  2  II. 


*  What  is  faid  here  relates  only  to  thefe  gonorrhoeas  which 
arife  from  a  caufe  externally  applied.  But  though  venereal 
gonorrhoeas  do  generally  arife  from  an  external  caufe,  it  is 
highly  probable  to  me,  that  they  may  fometimes  be  excited 
:by  the  poifon  depofited  from  the  mafs,  as  we  fee  not  unfte- 
quently  with  regard  to  chancres. 
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IT.  I  {hall  prove,  both  from  well-eftablifhed 
principles,  and  from  practical  obfervations,  "  that 
ct  gonorrhoeas  not  only  may,  but  molt  frequently 
4i  do,  arife  from  the  fame  venereal  poifon  which, 
"  applied  to  other  parts  of  the  body,  produces 
"  chancres,  or  other  fymptoms  of  the  lues." — 
It  has  of  late  been  aflerted,  even  by  fome  phy- 
ficians  of  eminence,  that  the  poifon  which  pro- 
duces a  gonorrhoea  is  different  from  that  which 
produces  the  lues;  and  feveral  fpecious  arguments 
have  been  brought  in  favour  of  this  paradoxical 
opinion.  This  difpute  concerning  the  nature  of 
gonorrhoeas,  leads  me  into  a  difcuflion  the  more 
agreeable,  as  it  is  of  confiderable  importance  in 
practice,  and  as  experiments  and  obfervations  will, 
I  think,  enable  me  to  prove  not  only  the  contrary, 
but  perfectly  to  reconcile  the  different  opinions, 
and  thus  let  the  matter  in  a  clear  light,  and  free 
it  from  that  obfeurity  in  which  it  has  been  hi- 
therto involved.  I  enter  therefore  into  the  difcuf- 
on  of  this  fubjecl:  with  the  confideration  of  the 
different  realbns  alleged  for  that  favourite  doc- 
trine. 

Firfl,  It  is  faid,  That  the  poifon  ivhicb  produces 
the  gonorrhoea  does  never,  like  that  of  chancres,  pro- 
duce any  venereal  fymptoms  in  the  mafs,  or  the  lues 
itfelf.  To  this  I  reply,  that  though  a  lues  is 
feldom  produced  by  a  gonorrhoea,  yet  we  are 
by  no  means  to  look  upon  this  as  univerfally 
true.  The  reafon  why  gonorrhoeas  do  not,  like 
chancres,  conftantly  produce  the  lues,  is,  that 
moft  of  them,  if  not  ill  treated,  excite  only  a  fu- 
perficial  inflammation  in  the  internal  membrane 
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of  the  urethra,  without  any  ulceration.'  Hence  ab- 
lbrption  cannot  eafily  take  place,  the  poifon  being 
out  of  the  courfe  of  the  circulation.  But  I  have  feen 
gonorrhoeas,   through   injudicious  treatment,  or 
where  the  difeafe  had  been  originally  accompanied 
with  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  followed  by  the  mod 
unequivocal  fymptoms  of  the  lues  itfelf.  The 
reafon  why  the  venereal  poifon  indeed,  when  ap- 
plied to  the  urethra,  does  not  ib  frequently  pro- 
duce ulcers  as  when  applied  to  the  glans,  prepuce, 
and  other  external  parts,  is,  that  the  internal  mem- 
brane of  the  urethra  is  defended  by  a  large  quan- 
tity of  mucus,  the  fecretion  of  which  is  moreover 
augmented,  fometimes  to  a  furprifing  degree,  by 
the  prefent  hamulus.    As  long  as  this  mucus  is 
fecreted  in  fuch  abundance,  the  poifon  is  invelo- 
ped,  the  urethra  defended,  and  thus  the  forma- 
tion of  ulcers  effectually  prevented  ;  but  if,  either 
from  the  violence  of  the  irritation,  or  from  any 
other  caufe,  this  fecretion  is  diminished,  or  if  by 
improper  injections  the  mucus  be  warned  away 
while  fome  of  the  poifon  remains,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion, from  more  than  twenty  inftances  which  oc- 
curred to  me,  that,  in  nine  fuch  cafes  out  of  ten, 
an  excoriation  or  ulceration  of  the  urethra,  and 
fubfequent  pox,  will  be  as  certainly  the  confe- 
quence,  as  from  venereal  ulcers  in  any  other  part 
of  the  body.    If  there  was  the  fame  quantity  of 
mucus  between  the  prepuce  and  the  glans,  as  there 
is  in  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  we  would  as  fel- 
dom  fee  ulcers  there  as  we  fee  in  the  urethra  in 
cafes  of  fimple  gonorrhoea.    We  obferve,  that 
when  the  poifon  meets  there  with  a  large  quantity 
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of  mucus,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe,  it  then  pro- ' 
duces  no  ulcers,  but  only  a  great  fecretion  of  puri- 
form  mucus,  which  is  called  a  gonorrhoea  fpuria, 
but  might  with  more  propriety  be  termed  a  Blen- 
yiorrhagia  balani,  i.  e.  an  active  difcharge  from  the 
glans  or  corona  glandis..  The  reafon  why  this 
kind  of  running  is  lefs  frequent  than  thofe  from 
the  urethra,  appears  to  me  to  be,  the  fmall  quantity 
of  mucus  which  in  mod  people  is  fecreted  in  thefe 
parts ;  whence  the  virus,  not  being  fufficiently  dilu- 
ted, commonly  produces  thefe  erofions,  or  vene- 
real ulcers,  called  chancres. — This  likewife  receives 
a  confiderable  confirmation  from  the  well-known 
fact,  that  women  very  feldom  have  chancres  in 
the  vagina,  though  very  frequently  in  the  labia 
pudendi  and  nymphae.  The  mere  want  of  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  mucus  on  the  latter,  accounts, 
in  my  opinion,  fufficiently  for  this  effect. 

Secondly,  They  maintain,  that  the  poifon  of  the 
gonorrhoea  never  produces  chancres,  and  that  the  poi- 
fon of  chancres  never  produces  a  gonorrhoea. — In  con- 
firmation of  this  affertion  it  has  been  faid,  that  a 
perfon  who  has  chancres  will  never  communicate 
any  other  complaint  .tut  chancres,  and  that  a  per- 
fon who  has  a  gonorrhoea  cannot  communicate 
any  thing  but  a  gonorrhoea.  I  will  not  deny  that 
this  is  frequently  the  cafe;  but  repeated  and  at- 
tentive obfervation  authorifes  me  to  fay,  that,  like 
too  many  other  medical  writers,  they  have  drawn 
a  general  conclufion  from  a  few  obfervations  fa- 
vourable to  their  own  preconceived  opinion.  For 
in  many  cafes  where  I  had  occafion  to  examine 
both  parties,  I  have  been  convinced,  that  chancres 
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were  communicated  by  a  perfon  affected  with  a 
■fimple  virulent  gonorrhoea  ;  and,  vice  verfai  that 
a  virulent  gonorrhoea  had  been  the  confequence  of 
an  infection  from  a  perfon  having  fimple  chancres 
only.  But  there  is  a  more  ftriking  proof  than 
this,  which  has  not  been  taken  notice  of,  viz. 
if  a  patient  afflicted  with  a  venereal  running 
does  not  take  care  to  keep  the  prepuce  and  glans 
perfectly  clean,  chancres  will  very  often  be  pro- 
duced, the  caufe  of  which  may  evidently  be  traced 
to  the  matter  of  the  gonorrhoea.  This  is  one  of 
the  principal  reafons  why  in  cafes  of  gonorrhoea 
we  infift  fo  much  on  the  parts  being  kept  clean ; 
experience  having  taught  us,  that  chancres  fre- 
quently arife  from  negligence  in  this  particular, 
even  fometimes  after  the  running  has  confiderably 
abated.  For  the  fame  reafon,  I  conftantly  order 
thefe  patients  to  keep  their  hands  clean  ;  having 
deen  repeated  inftances  of  venereal  ulcers  in  the 
nofe  and  eye-'lids  being  the  confequence  of  this 
neglect;.  But  befides  this,  will  any  man  of  the 
medical  profeffion  doubt,  that  matter  taken  from 
a  chancre,  and  applied  to  the  urethra,  would  not 
produce  a  gonorrhoea  ?  This  is  an  experiment 
which  I  certainly  Should  not  venture  to  try  on  my- 
felf.  I  muft  conclude,  therefore,  that  though  the 
writers  who  have  affigned  this  fecond  reafon  may 
be  right  in  a  few  cafes  which  fell  under  their  own 
-obfervation,  they  are  wrong  in  deducing  a  general 
rule  from  a  few  facts ;  as  I  myfelf  would  be,  in  conclu- 
ding from  feveral  contrary  inftances  which  I  have 
obferved,  that  a  gonorrhoea  always  communicates 
meres,  and  chancres  always  a  gonorrhoea. — Some 
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cafes  of  this  kind  I  have  feen,  as  already  mentioned, 
where,  in  the  fourth  or  fifth  week  of  an  ill-treated 
gonorrhoea,  or  from  a  neglect  of  external  cleanli- 
nefs,  chancres  have  been  produced  in  places  that 
had  been  perfectly  well  before :  but  this  furely 
would  be  a  very  flender  reafon  for  aflerting,  that 
fuch  is  always  the  cafe.  Thefe  chancres  arifing 
from  the  matter  of  a  gonorrhoea,  were,  to  my  ob- 
fervation,  con  dandy  as  virulent  and  infectious  as  ori- 
ginal ones;  and,  like  thefe,  when  left  to  themfelves, 
produced  the  fame  pernicious  fymptoms  in  the 
body  ;  and  if  a  perfon  who  has  fuch  ulcers  was 
to  believe  that  they  are  not  venereal,  nor  capable 
of  bringing  on  the  lues,  becaufe  they  fo  plainly 
originated  from  the  matter  of  a  gonorrhoea,  he 
certainly  would  find  himfelf  raoft  difagreeably  mis- 
taken. 

Thirdly,  The  laft,  and,  in  their  opinion,  the 
moll  unanfvverable  reafon  for  believing  that  the 
virus  of  a  gonorrhoea,  and  of  a  confirmed  lues, 
are  materially  different,  is,  as  they  fay,  that  mer- 
cury never  .contributes  to,  or  accelerates  the  cure  of  a 
gonorrhoea ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  every  gonor- 
rhoea may  be  certainly  cured  without  mercury,  and 
•without  any  danger  of  leaving  the  lues  behind. 


To  this  I  reply,  that  it  is  indeed  a  certain  and 
authenticated  fact,  that  a  great  many  gonorrhoeas 
may  be,  and  are,  cured  without  mercury.  I  have 
feen  many  indances,  where  water,  drunk  for  a 
confiderable  time,  has  cured  the  gonorrhoea  fully 
as  well  as  any  medicine  whatever.  Nature  is  very 
often  able  to  effect  a  cure  in  acute  diftempers,  if 
we  would  allow  her  to  proceed  undifturbed  in  her 
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operations.  Nature,  when  irritated  by  the  pcifon, 
will  excite  a  greater  fecretion  of  mucus  than  ufual, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  lacrymal  gland  pours 
out  a  larger  quantity  of  water  when  a  grain  of 
land  falls  into  the  eye.  This  larger  quantity  of 
mucus  anfwers  the  purpofe  of  diluting  the  poifon 
as  effcdually  as  any  medicine  artificially  injected. 
Kefides,  the  poifon  is  by  this  means,  not  only  di- 
luted, but  carried  off  in  part  by  the  running;  and 
the  modern  practice  of  curing  gonorrhoeas,  by  in- 
jecting fweet  oil,  or  other  mucilaginous  liquors, 
into  the  urethra,  does  nothing  but  affift  Nature  in 
this  falutary  work. 

But  though  I  allow  that  gonorrhoeas  may  ge- 
nerally be  cured  without  mercury,  yet  repeated 
experience  has  mown  me,  that  it  is  not  always 
poffible  to  accomplim  a  cure  in  fuch  an  agree- 
able manner.  In  thofe  cafes  where  the  gonor- 
rhoea is  of  a  milder  kind,  without  any  ulcer  or 
excoriation  in  the  urethra,  it  may  certainly  and 
radically  be  cured  without  ufmg  a  grain  of  mer- 
cury :  and  though  mercury  fhould  be  given  in 
fuch  cafes  internally,  it  cannot  have  the  leaft  efFed~t; 
not  becaufe  the  difeafe  does  not  proceed  from  a  ve- 
nereal poifon,  but  becaufe  it  lies  out  of  the  reach 
of  the  circulation. 

To  what  is  further  alleged,  that  mercury  never 
mows  any  power  in  accelerating  the  cure  of  a  go- 
norrhoea, I  reply,  That  they  not  only  confound 
the  runnings  which  arife  from  the  venereal  virus, 
with  thofe  which  are  occafioned  by  other  caufes ; 
but  that  they  do  not  make  a  proper  diftinction  be- 
tween the  internal'  ufe  of  mercury  and  the  topical 
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application  of  it.  I  readily  allow,  that  mercury- 
given  internally  cannot  cure  fimple  gonorrhoeas, 
as  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  lies  out  of  its  reach. 
But  the  fame  confequence  cannot  be  drawn  con- 
cerning its  topical  application.  I  am  indeed  per- 
fectly convinced,  not  only  that  mucilaginous  in- 
jections, combined  with  mild  mercurial  prepara- 
tions, contribute  to  the  cure,  but  that  they  are  the 
fafeft,  fpeedieft,  and  beft  of  all  methods  for  that 
purpofe  :  though  I  do  not  deny,  that  in  fimple  go- 
norrhoeas mercury  applied  in  this  way  does  not 
always  produce  beneficial  effects;  which,  however, 
is  often  owing,  I  think,  to  the  ufe  of  improper 
preparations. 

It  muff,  alfo  be  obferved,  that  in  this  difpute  the 
contending  parties  feem  to  have  entirely  over- 
looked the  diftinction  between  the  fimple  venereal 
gonorrhoea,  and  that  combined  with  an  ulceration 
of  the  urethra  :  and  of  fuch  importance  is  it  to 
attend  to  this  diftinction,  that  daily  experience 
fhows  us,  that  runnings  of  the  latter  kind  are  not 
only  cured  more  fafely  and  expeditioufly  by  the 
ufe  of  mercury,  but  that  they  are  very  often,  if 
not  always,  totally  incurable  without  it ;  and  that 
the  gleets  remaining  after  thefe  gonorrhoeas,  tho' 
they  obftinately  refill  all  other  remedies,  yet  fre- 
quently very  readily  yield  to  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
either  externally  or  internally  applied.  I  can  even 
affirm  with  certainty,  that  a  gleet  of  this  latter 
kind,  of  any  ftanding,  can  never  be  radically  cured 
without  it. 

I  now  proceed  to  examine  the  laft  part  of  this  ob- 
jection, viz.  That  a  gonorrhoea  never  leaves  a  lues 
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behind.  This  they  have,  no  doubt,  very  frequently 
obferved  ;  but  they  here  fall  into  the  fame  miftake 
as  formerly,  by  not  diftinguifhing  fimple  gonor- 
rhoeas from  thofe  accompanied  with  an  ulceration 
of  the  urethra.  Indeed  it  muft  be  allowed,  that 
an  abforption  cannot  eafily  take  place  in  fimple 
gonorrhoeas  :  though  I  confefs  it  to  be  yet  a 
matter  of  doubt  with  me,  whether  even  in  this 
cafe,  an  abforption  and  confequent  lues  do  not 
fometimes  happen  •  at  leaft  we  have  not  a  fufHcient 
number  of  oblervations  to  determine  this  point  with 
certainty. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  cafe  in  fimple  gonor- 
rhoeas, it  is  certain,  that,  when  the  difeafe  is  ac- 
companied with  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  the  parts 
are  then  difpofed  to  an  abforption  of  the  virus.  In 
thefe  circumftances,  I  never  met  with  a  fingle  pa- 
tient in  whom  this  abforption  did  not  take  place; 
and,  if  early  recourfe  was  not  had  to  mercury,  the 
lues  moft  certainly  was  the  confequence.  I  have 
alfo  met  with  feveral  inftances,  where,  from  the 
accidental  wounding  of  a  fmall  blood-veffel  in  the 
urethra  by  the  unfkilful  application  of  the  fyringe 
or  catheter,  the  virus  of  a  fimple  gonorrhoea  has 
been  abforbed,  and  produced  unequivocal  venereal 
fymptoms  in  the  fyftem,  which,  notwithstanding 
their  origin,  yielded  very  readily  to  mercury.  We 
may  therefore  aifuredly  conclude,  that  there  are 
fome  gonorrhoeas  which  cannot  be  cured  without 
mercury ;  though  there  are  others  which  may  be 
removed,  without  the  ufe  of  that  remedy,  and 
without  any  bad  confequence  enfuing.  An  ac- 
count 
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count  of  fome  inftances  which  came  under  my 
obfervation,  will  fet  this  matter  in  a  clearer  light. 

A  young  man  of  about  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  in  perfect:  health,  happened  to  be  infected 
with  a  fimple  gonorrhoea,  without  any  other  ve- 
nereal Iymptom.    The  running  had  been  injudi- 
ciously flopped  ;   the  confequence  of  which  was,  j 
a  total  fupprcflion  of  urine.    A  furgeon  was  called ; 
and  the  patient  being  unable  to  bear  any  longer  the 
pain  from  the  diftention  of  the  bladder,  recourfe 
was  had  to  the  catheter.    But  on  approaching  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  a  great  refiftance  was  found, 
which  prevented  the  inftrument  from  being  fur- 
ther introduced,  though  every  poffible  method  was 
tried.    After  waiting  a  little  while,  a  fecond  at- 
tempt was  made,  but  without  fuccefs.    As  the 
pain  incrcaftd,  and  from  the  accumulation  of 
urine  there  was  great  danger  of  a  rupture  of  the 
bladder,   a  paflage  for  the  catheter  was  at  laft 
forced  with  as  little  violence  as  poffible ;  which  was 
fucceeded  by  fome  drops  of  blood  from  the  ure- 
thra, and  followed  by  a  large  difcharge  of  urine, 
By  proper  treatment,  the  patient  recovered  in  a  few 
days  from  this  dreadful  Iymptom;  the  gonorrhoea 
came  on  again;  and,  in  a  fhort  time  after,  he  was 
thoroughly  cured,  as  we  imagined.    But  foon  after, 
although  there  had  not  been  the  leaft  appearance  of 
a  chancre  throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  the 
difeafe,  an  exoftoiis,  with  a  violent  pain  about 
the  middle  of  the'  fternum,  made  its  appearance. 
Mercury  was  adminiftered ;  in  a  few  days  the  pa- 
tient found  himfelf  better,  and  in  five  weeks  was 
perfectly  cured. — Now,  from  an  attentive  confi- 
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deration  of  this  cafe,  I  would  afk  any  unprejudiced 
perfon,  Whether  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe, 
that  by  forcing  in  the  catheter  fome  veffel  had  been 
wounded,  in  confequence  of  which  the  abforption 
took  place  ;  that  the  patient  was,  from  that  mo- 
ment infected,  and  afterwards  cured  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  he  had  received  the  infection  from  a 
chancre  *. 

A  gentleman  of  about  forty  years  of  age,  who 
formerly  had  laboured  under  different  gonorrhoeas 
till  within  thefe  laft  five  or  fix  years,  got  a  clap; 
which  he  found,  as  he  faid,  rather  mild,  without 
much  pain  in  making  water,  and  hardly  any  pain 
in  erection  the  firft  five  or  fix  days  ;  when,  after 
violent  exercife,  he  felt  the  whole  urethra,  but 
efpecially  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  more  irritated  ; 
for  which,  however,  he  took  nothing  but  a  mer- 
curial phyfic,  and  rubbed  into  the  perineum  fome 
mercurial  ointment  every  day.  Thefe  fyraptoms 
were  nearly  gone  in  eight  days,  leaving  only  a 
little  forenefs  in  the  perinasum.  But  the  complaint 
for  which  he  now  confulted  me  was  a  pain  in  the 

xyphoid 


*  The  different  period  of  time  at  which  the  venereal  difeafe 
and  the  gonorrhoea  firft  appeared,  has  alfo  been  urged  as  an 
argument  for  the  difference  between  the  virus  of  the  gonor- 
rhoea and  that  of  the  fyphilis.  But  it  is  abfurd  to  oppofe  un- 
certainty to  uncertainty  :  we  are,  I  think,  as  ignorant  of  the 
precife  period  when  the  lues  firft  appeared,  as  we  are  of  that 
of  the  gonorrhoea. — It  has  been  afTerted,  that  the  inhabitants 
of  the  South-Sea  iflands,  though  afflided  with  the  lues,  are 
yet  free  from  the  gonorrhoea.  But  Captain  King,  who  fuc- 
ceeded  Captain  Clerk  in  the  late  voyage  round  the  world, 
afTured  me  that  this  was  falfe^and  that  he  himfelf  had  feen 
many  of  them  with  the  matteHiripping  from  their  urethra. 
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xyphoid  cartilage,  fo  violent  indeed,  that  he  even 
could  not  bear  the  touch.  I  advifed  him  to  rub  in 
fome  more  mercurial  ointment  into  the  perineum 
for  a  couple  of  days  :  when  I  faw  him  again,  the 
pain  was  not  milder,  but  had  left  its  former  place, 
and  occupied  now  the  middle  of  the  fternum, 
which  troubled  him  efpecially  laft  night.  I  order- 
ed him  to  take  mercury  internally;  by  the  ufe  of 
which,  this  complaint  in  a  fhort  time  after  difap- 
peared. — See  alfo  the  Cafe  related  p.  4. 

Thus  far  I  have  anfwered  the  arguments  which 
were  adduced  to  prove,  that  the  gonorrhoea  is 
never  of  a  venereal  nature,  or,  in  other  words, 
that  it  never  proceeds  from  a  poifon  of  the  fame 
nature  with  the  lues.  But  though  I  have  mown 
that  this  doctrine  Is  exceptionable,  yet  I  am  far 
from  maintaining  that  all  gonorrhoeas  arife  from 
the'  venereal  virus.    On  the  contrary, 

III.  I  am  convinced,  from  experiments  made 
on  myfelf,  and  from  obfervations  made  upon 
others,  "  that  gonorrhoeas  are  fometimes  produ- 
"  ced  from  other  acrimonies,  or  ftimuli,  applied 
"  to  the  urethra,  with  nearly  the  fame  fymptoms 
"  as  we  obferve  in  a  venereal  gonorrhoea nay, 
I  am  now  even  inclined  to  believe,  that  fuch 
gonorrhoeas  may  fometimes  be  propagated  as  well 
as  venereal  ones.  Whether  the  gonorrhoeas,  of 
which  we  have  an  account  in  fome  ancient  wri- 
ters, were  of  that  nature,  I  am  unable  to  deter- 
mine ;  and  therefore  forbear  to  enter  upon  the 
fubjecT:.  I  fhall  only  juft  obferve,  that  the  go- 
norrhoeas, I  am  here  fpeaking  of,  are  very  dif- 
ferent from  the  flux  of  real  femen,  or  from  the 
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flitx  of  mucus  from  the  proftate  gland.  Thefe 
Hatter  complaints,  arifing  chiefly  from  a  weaknefs 
i of  the  excretories  of  thefe  parts,  oecafioned  by  an 
abufe  of  venery,  and  efpecially  by  mafturpation, 
ido  not  come  within  my  prefent  plan. 

I  proceed,  therefore,  to  the  main  point,  viz.  to 
[prove,  that  local  inflammations  of  the  urethra, 
accompanied  with  the  running  called  generally 
[Gonorrhoea,  are  not  always  of  a  venereal  nature, 
i neither  in  men  nor  women.  This  idea  firft  occur- 
red to  me  from  having  frequently  obferved  in 
iftone-horfes  a  kind  of  running  of  a  greenifh  yel- 
!low  matter  from  the  urethra.     This  running, 
'which  arifes  from  caufes  ftill  unknown  to  me,  I 
lhave  feen  laft  only  for  a  few  days,  and  then  go 
off  fpontaneoully.    The  fame,  and  that  more  fre- 
quently, I  have  obferved  in  dogs,  without  per- 
ceiving that  they  feemed  to  fuffer  much  pain 
ifrom  it ;  and  though  indeed  they  continued  to 
ilick  the  part  almoft  conftantly,  they  were  never 
affected  with  any  ulcer  of  the  mouth.    I  have 
Ibefides,  for  thefe  many  years  paft,  been  consult- 
ed, by  a  variety  of  patients,  for  runnings  very 
limilar  to  venereal  gonorrhoeas,  but  often  fo  mild 
iin  their  fymptoms,  and  fo  fhort  in  their  duration, 
that  I  began  to  doubt  of  their  venereal  nature.  I 
have  feen  married  people,  who  lived  together  in 
the  moft  perfect  harmony  and  friendfhip,  where 
the  one  was  affe&ed  with  fuch  a  difcharge  for 
feveral  days,  without  communicating  the  leaft 
fymptom  to  the  other.    With  fome  of  them  I 
have  been  moft  intimately  acquainted  ;  and  con- 
vinced without  a  doubt,  that  they  were  faithfully 
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attached  to  each  other ;  and  that  therefore  tij 
dileafe  mult  have  been  owing  to  fome  other  caul] 
All  thefe  obfervations  taken  together,  led  m 
to  believe,  that  lome  kinds  of  running  migra 
perhaps  owe  their  origin,  not  to  the  venereal  poi 
Ion,  but  to  fome  different  caufe,  either  externl 
or  internal.    I  began  to  fufpect,  that  a  difchard 
might  be  produced  by  any  ftimulus  applied  tf 
the  urethra,  whether  venereal  or  not,  provide) 
it  be  fufficiently  acrid  to  excite  an  inflammation 
and  confequent  preternatural  fecretion  of  muci^ 
from  the  urethra;  jult  as  coryzas,  accompanies 
with  a  large  preternaturally  coloured  fecretio; 
from  the  mucous  membrane,  of  the  nofe,  aril 
from  other  caufes.    Having  revolved  thefe  idea 
in  my  mind  for  feveral  years,  1  determined  at  lai 
to  make  an  experiment  upon  myfelf,  whid 
ihould  either  confirm  the  theory  I  had  laid  dow 
or  entirely  overthrow  it.   With  this  view,  I  too 
fix  ounces  of  water,  and  dropped  into  it  as  muc 
of  cauftic  volatile  alkali,  as  gave  the  mixture 
very  lharp  fiery  tafle.    This  liquor  I  injected  in 
the  urethra,  compreiling  the  canal  with  the  fin 
gers  of  my  other  hand  below  the  fraenum,  that 
might  be  prevented  from  going  further,  and  thu 
be  applied  to  the  very  part  which  is  generally  th 
feat  of  the  venereal  gonorrhoea.    The  moment 
touched  the  infide  of  the  urethra,  I  felt  fuch  a 
imfupportable  pain,  that  1  could  not  retain 
for  a  fingle  fecond ;  but  withdrew  the  fyring 
much  againft  my  will,  almoft  at  the  inftant  o 
injection,  and  the  injected  liquor  ran  out.  Bu 
though  the  pain  continued  very  fevere  for  ha 
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a  quarter  of  an  hour,  I  refolved  to  make  [a 
fecond  trial.    It  occafioned  a  more  fevere  pain 
than  I  ever  remember  to  have  felt  in  my  life 
before,  yet  I  retained  it  for  very  near  the  fpace 
of  a  minute ;  when  the  pain  became  fo  excrucia- 
ting, that  I  could  bear  it  no  longer,  and  there- 
fore withdrew  the  fyringe.     I  inftantly  felt  a 
ftrong  dehre  to  make  water ;  but  having  taken 
this  precaution  before  I  made  the  experiment,  I 
fupprefied  the  inclination.    I  lay  down  on  my 
fopha,  and  waited  the  event  with  patience ;  but 
fo  violent  was  the  pain,  that  it  was  near  an  hour 
before  I  was  able  to  move.    I  then  amufed  my- 
felf  with  reading  during  the  remainder  of  the 
afternoon,  eat  my  dinner  as  ufual,  but  went  early 
to  bed.    I  was  now  obliged  to  make  water,  which 
I  had  not  done  hnce  the  time  of  injeding  the  li- 
quor. When  the  urine  came  to  the  place  to  which 
the  injection  had  been  applied,  I  felt  a  very  fe- 
vere pain,  but  lefs  violent  than  what  I  expected. 
I  Having  flept  well  during  the  night,  I  examined 
the  part  as  foon  as  I  awaked  next  morning,  and 
found  a  pretty  large  difcharge  of  puriform  mat- 
ter,  of  the  fame  greenifh- yellow  colour  with 
that  in  virulent  gonorrhoeas.    The  pain  in  ma- 
sking water  was  now  greatly  increafed,   and  the 
following  night  my  reft   was  interrupted  by 
painful  involuntary  eredions.     The  morning 
after,  the  difcharge  was  much  more  plentiful, 
tnearly  of  the  fame  colour,  only  perhaps  a  little 
imore  greenifh  ;  the  pain  in  making  water,  how- 
ever, was  now  fo  violent,  that  I  refolved  to  miti- 
gate it  by  injeaingfome  lukewarm  oil  of  almonds. 

c  By 
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By  this  it  was  greatly  abated ;  the  running  con-j 
tmued  five  days,  the  pain  all  the  while  growing] 
remarkably  lefs  in  the  part  affected.    But  I  now! 
obferved  very  diftinctly  a  new  inflammation  ta-4 
king  place  lower  down  in  the  urethra,  where  1 
had  felt  nothing  before,  and  where  none  of  tha 
injection  had  touched.    This  new  inflammation 
began,  as  it  feemed  to  me,  at  the  very  border  o£ 
the  former,  extending  itfelf  lower  down  in  the- 
urethra;  and  was  followed  by  a  copious  difH 
charge,  attended  with  the  fame  fymptoms  as  be- 
fore, and  continued  for  fix  days ;  at  the  end  o^ 
which,  all  the  fymptoms  were  greatly  abated.  Bui 
now,  to  my  furprife,  I  felt  diftinctly  the  fymptomd 
of  a  third  inflammation  taking  place,  extending 
from  the  border  of  the  former  about  the  caput 
gallinaginis  to  the  very  neck  of  the  bladder,  and 
attended  by  an  ardor  urirta?,  and  copious  difcharg^ 
like  the  preceding.  At  this  I  was  ferioufly  alarmed 
for  I  had  conftandy  injected  the  warm  oil  of  al-j 
monds  three  times  a-day.  I  perceived  that  the  in- 
flammation firft  excited  by  the  cauftic  alkali  was 
molt  evidently  communicated  from  one  part  oj 
the  urethra  to  the  other;  whence  I  was  afraid 
that  an  inflammation  of  the  whole  internal  furn 
face  of  the  bladder  might  at  length  enfue,  and  bd 
attended  perhaps  with  dangerous  confequences.  Ii 
this  lituation  I  continued  betwixt  hope  and  feaj 
for  about  feven  or  eight  days ;  when  I  found  a 
laft,  to  my  great  fatisfaction,  this  inflammatioij 
gradually  abate,  together  with  the  difeharge,  with" 
out  pafling  the  limits  of  the  urethra ;  and  I  wal 
perfectly  freed  from  every  fymptom  of  thefe  thre< 
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diftincl:  gonorrhoeas,  as  I  might  call  them,  at  the 
end  of  the  fixth  week. 

From  this  experiment  upon  myfelf,  together 
with  the  above-mentioned  obfervations,  and  from 
a  very  curious  obfervation,  fince  related  in  a  dif- 
fertation  publifhed  by  Dr  Oettinger  of  Tubin- 
gen, where  a  difcharge  from  the  urethra,  appa- 
rently fimilar  to  that  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea, 
was  produced  by  the  internal  ufe  of  olive  oil, 
which  had  been  wrung  out  of  red  Turkifh 
yarn,  on  which  it  had  been  poured  before, 
the  reader  may  judge,  whether  acrimonious  fub- 
ftances,  of  a  different  kind  from  the  venereal  vi- 
rus, fuch  as  cancerous  ichor,  or  perhaps  other 
flimuli  applied  to  the  urethra,  may  not  fome- 
times  produce  the  fame  fymptoms  as  the  caufiic 
did  in  my  experiment,  and  the  oil  in  Dr  Oettin- 
ger's  obfervation.  I  certainly  believe,  that  run- 
nings fimilar  to  a  gonorrhoea  from  the  venereal 
virus,  are  fometimes  produced  from  other  caufes, 
Dnly  perhaps  with  milder  fymptoms,  and  of 
[horter  continuance;  tho' on  myfelf  I  could  not 
perceive  any  difference  in  the  colour,  confiftence, 
Dr  other  circumftances.  And  I  now  look  upon 
I'he  following  facts  as  thoroughly  eflablifhed, 
viz.  I.  That  gonorrhoeas  frequently  arife  frorn 
the  fame  venereal  poifon  applied  to  the  inlide  of 
':he  urethra,  which,  when  applied  to  the  glans, 
prepuce,  &c.  produces  chancres,  or  when  ab- 
sorbed into  the  fyftem,  produces  the  lues  ;  and, 
2.  That  there  are  gonorrhoeas  which  owe  their 
origin  either  to  acrimonious  fubftances  introdu- 
ced into  the  urethra  ab  extra,  or  perhaps  fome- 
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times  to  a  more  violent  mechanical  ftimulus  ari- 
fing during  coition,  or  from  fome  other  caufes 
hitherto  unknown  to  us.  Hence  I  divide  the 
Blcnnorrha^lis,  at  lead  into  two  fpecies  effentially 
diftinct  from  each  other,  viz.  that  arifing  from 
the  venereal  virus,  which  I  call  Blcnnorrhagia 
fyphilltica ;  and  into  that  arifing  from  other  acrid 
fubftances,  to  which  1  give  the  name  of  Blennor- 
rhagia  ab  acri,  aut  flimulo  mechanlco.  By  attending 
to  this  difference  our  practice  mufl  be  regulated 
as  long  as  we  are  not  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
the  nature  of  other  caufes.  It  is  owing  to  the  ne- 
glect or  ignorance  of  this  diflinction,  that  we  hear 
quacks  daily  extolling  the  pre-eminence  of  their 
noftrums  or  fecret  injections  for  curing  the  go- 
norrhoea in  a  few  days,  while  patients  fometimes 
complain  of  being  kept  by  the  moft  experienced 
phyficians  for  weeks  together,  though  affected 
with  what  they  imagine  to  be  the  fame  complaint. 

The  running  which  a  gentleman  of  my  ac- 
quaintance got  fome  years  ago,  notwithftanding, 
as  he  faid,  he  made  ufe  of  the  beft  preventative 
of  all,  was  undoubtedly  not  from  a  venereal  caufe; 
and  he  may  be  equally  well  affected  in  time  to 
come  with  the  fame  complaint,  though  he  now 
thinks  himfclf  fafe,  by  what  he  calls,  doubling 
his  precaution. 

The  fimple  fyphtlitic  Blennorrbagia  ought  fur- 
ther to  be  diftinguHhed  from  the  complicated,  or 
that  accompanied  with  an  ulcer  in  the  urethra ; 
the  latter  admits  no  radical  cure  without  the  in- 
ternal ufe  of  mercury,  whereas  the  former  feldom 
or  never  requires  it. 
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To  the  ignorance  or  neglect  of  the  diftinction 
between  fyphilitic  gonorrhoeas  and  thofe  arifmg 
from  other  ftimuli,  we  are  likewife  to  afcribe  the 
great  difference  among  practitioners  with  regard  to 
the  mode  of  treatment.  Some  advifc  a- r.  t  ents, 
while  others  are  laviih  in  their  praifes  of  emol- 
lients. Hence,  even  fome  practitioners  of  emi- 
nence, having  obferved  that  aftringent  injections 
were  of  fervice  in  fome  cafes  of  gonorrhoea,  even 
in  the  ftage  of  inflammation,  recommend  the 
fame  to  every  patient  affected  with  that  com- 
plaint, but  by  no  means  with  the  fame  fuccefs. 
For,  befides  violent  pains  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  urethra,  fwelled  tefticles,  an  acute  fuppremon 
of  urine,  8cc.  which  are  the  frequent  effects  of 
thefe  injections,  if  the  difeafe  is  of  a  fyphilitic 
nature,  and  efpecially  in  its  inflammatory  ftage, 
tinctures  in  the  urethra,  of  the  mod  troublefome 
and  obftinate  nature,  are  often  the  confequence. 
By  overlooking  this  neceffary  diftinction,  which 
applies  to  men  as  well  as  to  women,  the  health 
of  the  patient  is  not  only  endangered,  but  the 
happinefs  of  married  people  has  been  deftroyed, 
and  the  friendfhip  betwixt  the  two  fexes  has  been 
frequently  broken  without  reafon.  I  have  cer- 
tainly feen  more  than  one  inflance  of  this  kind. 

I  mall  only  add  here  one  remark  more.  It  is 
by  moft  people  imagined,  and  feveral  medical  wri- 
ters have  even  publicly  afferted,  that  the  malig- 
nity, as  they  call  it,  or  the  virulence,  of  a  gonor- 
rhoea, is  always  in  proportion  to  the  colour  of  the 
matter  difcharged,  and  that  as  foon  as  this  colour 
changes  into  a  whiter  one  their  difcharge  is  no 
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more  infectious.  But  this  appears  to  me  by  far 
too  general  a  conclufion  ;  for  in  fome  perfons  I 
have  feen  the  matter  retain  its  original  fulphur 
colour  to  the  very  laft  day.  The  more  certain 
figns  of  the  abatement  of  the  virulence  of  the 
difeafe  are,  the  ceffation  of  the  ardor  urinaz,  and 
a  capability  of  retaining  the  water  as  when  in 
health ;  the  matter  becoming  lefs,  and  of  a  thick- 
er confidence,  fo  that  it  grows  ropy,  and  may 
be  drawn  into  threads  between  the  fingers  ;  and 
the  abfence  of  pain  or  titillation  during  erections. 
The  only  certain  figns,  however,  of  a  radical  cure 
of  the  gonorrhoea,  and  of  a  perfect:  fecurity  of 
not  being  able  to  communicate  the  infection, 
are,  the  entire  ceffation  of  the  running,  erections, 
and  excretion  of  femen,  without  any  kind  of  pain, 
titillation,  or  heat  in  the  urethra :  and  we  may 
allure  our  patients,  that  though,  in  general,  the 
change  of  the  greenifh-yellow  colour  into  a  white 
one  is  n€t  an  unfavourable  fign  of  the  difeafe 
growing  better,  it  is  by  no  means  a  certain  one 
of  the  venereal  virus  being  entirely  eliminated.  _ 

Having  thus  finifhed  my  considerations  about 
the  nature  and  the  different  kinds  of  gonorrhoeas, 
we  now  proceed  to 


The  Method  of  Cure. 

Here  I  muft  take  notice  of  what  I  have  efta- 
blifhed  before,  that  every  kind  of  -virulent  go- 
norrhoea, or  Blcnnorrhagia,  is  a  local  inflammation, 
excited  by  a  peculiar  poifon  or  flimulus.    If  this 

poifon 
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poifon  be  venereal,  the  following  indications  will 
naturally  prefent  themfelves  for  all  fyphilitic  Blen- 
norrhagias,  viz. 

1.  To  remove,  or  to  deftroy  if  pomble,  the 
nature  of  the  poifon. 

2.  To  defend  the  tender  parts  from  its  viru- 
lence. 

3.  To  allay  the  irritation  occafioned  by  it. 
Oleous  or  mucilaginous  injections,  combined 

with  opium  and  the  mildeft  mercurial  prepara- 
tion, ieem  to  anfwer  all  thefe  different  pur- 
pofes  *. 

The  internal  ufe  of  the  folutio  Arabica,  the 
emulfio  amygdalina,  or  any  other  mucilaginous 
drink,  taken  largely,  (with  an  anodyne  draught  at 
night  according  to  circumftances),  is  always  ufe- 
ful,  and  for  patients  who  have  an  averuon  to  in- 
jections, abfolutely  neceffary. 

If  fymptoms  of  an  inflammatory  fever  appear, 
bleeding  may  fometimes  be  ufeful ;  but,  in  ge- 
neral, more  fervice  will  be  derived  from  topical 
evacuations  of  blood,  and  from  emollient  and 
fedative  fomentations  and  poultices.  On  the 
other  hand,  when  the  patient  is  of  a  weak  and 
irritable  habit  of  body,  the  difcharge  very  thin 
and  copious,  attended  with  violent  pain  and  quick 

C  4  pulfe, 


*  If  we  meet  with  patients  who  are  prejudiced  ngninft  the 
ufe  of  inje&ions,  and  wifh  to  be  treated  by  internal  medicines, 
we  ought  to  acquaint  them,  that  the  difeafe  may  be  cured 
equally  well  without  any  topical  application;  but  that  it  will 
then  require,  perhaps,  a  little  longer  time,  and  the  obfervancc 
of  a  more  exact  regimen. 
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pulfe,  I  have  found  the  Peruvian  bark,  given  inter- 
nally, according  to  circumftances,  with  or  with- 
out opium,  more  ufeful  than  the  whole  tribe  of 
antiphlogiltics  ;  but  opium  given  in  emollient 
glyfters  is  fometimes  particularly  ufeful  in  fucli 
cafes.  By  the  ufe  of  this  medicine,  the  frequent 
painful  erections  are  alfo  much  mitigated ;  but 
their  return  ought,  as  much  as  poffible,  to  be 
prevented,  by  tying  the  penis  down,  lying  on  a 
matrafs  on  the  fide,  and  not  in  a  warm  feather- 
bed on  the  back.  If  the  erection  is  attended 
with  a  ftrangulation  of  the  glans,  the  treatment 
laid  down  under  the  article  1J  ara{)bymofis  will  be 
neceifary. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  more  violent  fymptoms 
of  gonorrhoea,  the  patient  ought,  during  its  in- 
flammatory ftate,to  ufe  as  little  exercife  as  poffible, 
to  wear  a  fufpenibrium  fcroti  from  the  beginning 
of  the  difeafe,  and  to  keep  the  part  affected  as 
much  as  poflible  from  the  cold  air.  The  fufpen- 
ibrium fcroti,  or  trufs-bag,  may  perhaps  leem 
fuperfluous  :  but  being-  fo  little  troublefbme 
when  well  applied,  and  fo  well  calculated  to 
prevent  a  fwclling  of  the  tefticles,  I-never  ne- 
glect to  recommend  it,  efpecially  to  thofe  who 
have  once  laboured  under  this  latter  difeafe. 

 -With  refpect  to  the  regimen  to  be  obferr 

ved  in  gonorrhoeas,  much  exercife,  external  cold, 
high  living,  and  drinking  fpirituous  liquors, 
ought,  in  general,  carefully  to  be  avoided  by  all 
patients ;  but  efpecially  by  thofe  of  a  phlogiftic 
habit  of  body,  as  they  generally  fuffer  more,  and 
for  a  longer  time,  from  this  difeafe,  than  others. 

Such 
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Such  patients  mould  confine  themfelves  to  a  low 
1  diet,  more  of  the  vegetable  than  of  the  animal 
kind  ;  they  fhould  eat  no  fupper,  and  drink  no- 
thing but  cooling  mucilaginous  liquid;  whereas 
thole  of  a  different  conflitution  are  net  to  be  re- 
ftrained  fo  much. 

Neutral  falts  have  been  formerly  recommended, 
to  cool  the  blood,  and  to  promote  the  fecretion 
of  urine,  by  which  it  was  thought  to  mitigate  the 
inflammation,  and  afTift  nature  in  the  expulfion 
of  the  virus.  But  I  have  conftantly  found  that 
they  are  hurtful.  They  increafe  the  fecretion  of 
urine,  render  it  fharper,  and  thus  augment  the 
irritation,  without  producing  any  of  the  good 
effects  afcribed  to  them. 

A  prejudice  in  favour  of  purging  in  gonor- 
rhoeas has  alfo  long  prevailed.  For  this  purpofe, 
fome  have  ufed  the  mild,  and  others  the  more 
draftic  kinds  of  purgatives ;  but  calomel,  efpe- 
cially,  has  been  recommended  to  be  given  every 
two  or  three  days.  Neither  of  thefe  medicines  I 
have  feen  do  any  good,  but  frequently  much 
harm.  Befides  their  tendency  to  promote  the  ab- 
forption  of  the  poifon  into  the  fyftem,  like  impro- 
per injections,  they  often  give  rife  to  fwelled  te-* 
fticles,  difeafes  of  the  proftate  gland,  fuppreflion 
of  urine,  ulcers  of  the  urethra  or  bladder,  &c. 
However,  though  purging  is  always  improper, 
the  body  ought  to  be  kept  open,  fo  that  the  pa- 
tient may  have  a  ftool  regularly  ;  and  I  have 
no  doubt  that?  it  is  partly  owing  to  this  improve- 
ment of  our  practice  that  we  now  fo  feldom  ob- 
ferve  fymptoms  of  the  lues,  or  ulcers  of  the  blad- 
der, following  a  gonorrhoea. 

Thus 
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Thus  far  with  regard  to  the  more  general  run  of 
the  diforder ;  but  venereal  gonorrhoeas  are  not  al- 
ways fo  fimple.  Sometimes  the  poifon  feems  to 
be  of  a  more  exalted  acrimony,  or  rather  meets 
with  conftitutions  of  a  more  irritable  nature ;  or 
the  fymptoms  are  frequently  exafperated  by  im- 
proper treatment,  or  by  neglect  of  the  above- 
mentioned  rules.  In  this  cafe,  the  patient  feels 
a  more  violent  heat  and  pain  in  making  water, 
accompanied  with  a  tenfion  of  the  urethra  along 
its  whole  length  ;  a  perpetual  defire  of  making 
water,  without  being  able  to  pafs  more  than  a  few 
fcalding  drops  at  a  time  ;  frequent  erections,  with 
moft  exquifite  fhooting  pains  throughout  the 
whole  length  of  the  urethra,  but  more  efpecially 
at  the  frajnum.  Sometimes  ftreaks  of  blood,  or 
real  blood,  are  difcharged  with  the  urine ;  and 
evident  marks  of  an  ulceration  of  the  urethra 
make  their  appearance.  In  this  cafe,  befides  the 
above-mentioned  remedies,  the  ufe  of  mercurial 
fumigations  or  frictions  on  the  perinseum,  and 
infide  of  the  thighs,  I  have  found  to  be  one  of 
the  moft  efficacious  remedies. 

The  fame  treatment  will  prove  ferviceable, 
if,  by  any  caufe  whatfoever,  the  difcharge  of 
the  venereal  gonorrhoea,  during  its  inflamma- 
tory ftage,  be  fuppreffed  or  flopped,  either  by 
acrid  or  aftringent  injections,  or  even  by  the  mofl 
proper  injections  applied  in  an.  improper  man- 
ner, by  draflic  or  repeated  mild  purges,  by  the 
premature  ufe  of  turpentine  or  balfamics,  by 
violent  exercife,  and  efpecially  by  catching  cold 

in 
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in  the  part  affected.  The  virus  feems  to  leave 
its  natural  feat  under  the  fraenum,  to  fettle  lower 
down,  where  the  excretory  duels  of  the  feminal 
veffels  and  proftate  gland  open  into  the  urethra, 
and  produces  a  fwelling  in  one  or  both  tefticles  ; 
or,  if  the  virus  has  been  driven  ftill  lower  down  to 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  the  patient  has  a  conti- 
nual defire  to  make  water,  without  being  able  to 
pafs  any,  or  only  a  few  drops  at  a  time.  He  is 
then  often  unable  to  ftand  upright  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  ;  and  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  in 
this  cafe  frequently  the  confequence.  In  all  thefe 
different  places,  the  poifon  generally  produces 
only  a  fuperficial  inflammation ;  though  not  un- 
frequently  alfo,  by  its  virulence,  or  want  of  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  mucus  to  dilute  it,  an  ex- 
coriation and  ulceration  in  the  urethra  takes 
place,  which  then  never  fails  to  end  in  an  ob- 
ftinate  gleet,  and  to  be  followed  by  a  general  in- 
fection of  the  mafs. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  dreadful  confequences  of  a 
fuppreffed  or  (lopped  venereal  gonorrhoea,  I  mult 
not  omit  to  mention  a  difeafe,  perhaps  the  moft 
melancholy  of  all  venereal  complaints  whatever, 
I  mean  a  violent  kind  of  inflammation  in  one  or 
both  eyes,  frequently  accompanied  with  a  dif- 
charge  of  puriform  matter,  entirely  fimilar  in 
colour  and  confidence  to  that  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
and  generally  terminating  in  perfect  blind- 
nefs  ;  and  in  other  cafes,  inftead  of  an  ophthal- 
my,  a  more  or  lefs  perfect  deafnefs.  Though 
1  am  by  no  means  able  to  account  for  the 
origin  of  thole  complains  fuddenly  following 
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the  fuppreflion  of  gonorrhoeas,  efpecially  from 
f'jvere  cold,  (for  I  have  never  obferved  them  but 
in  very  fevere  climates  and  feafons),  to  which  the 
patient  had  been  previouily  expofed,  I  am  con- 
vinced of  the  fact.  I  fha!l  fpeak  of  it  more  fully 
below,  under  the  head  of  Venereal  Ophthalmy. 

The  only  remark  I  have  to  make  here  is,  that 
all  thefe  complaints  from  retropulfed  venereal  go- 
norrhoeas, being  very  often  of  fo  unhappy  confe- 
quences,  an  honed  man  ought  not  to  mind  the 
opinion  of  others,  but  be  guided  in  his  conduct 
by  juftice  and  confcience,  and  do  every  thing 
that  poffibly  may  be  done  to  cure  or  relieve 
his  patient.  I  therefore  mention  here,  that  I 
have  tried,  in  four  cafes  of  fwelled  tefticles  and 
fuppreflion  of  urine,  arifing  from  a  retropulfed 
gonorrhoea,  the  inoculation  of  the  venereal  poi- 
lbn,  by  means  of  a  bougie,  with  unexpected 
iuccefs.  This  being  the  cafe,  I  find  mvfelf  bound 
not  to  conceal  it,  though  I  may  pombly  be  bla- 
med for  it.  We  are  confulted  for  giving  relief ; 
and  confequently  fulfil  our  duty  at  leaft,  by 
offering  a  remedy,  which  the  patient  has  always 
in  his  power  to  accept  or  to  refufe. 
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CHAP.  III. 
On  Gleets. 

A Continued  running  after  the  inflammatory 
fymptoms  of  a  gonorrhoea  have  for  fome 
time  disappeared,  is  commonly  called  a  Gleet,  or 
Gonorrhea  invcterata  or  benigna  ;  a  name  merely 
relative  to  the  former,  which  is  called  Gonorrhoea 
maligna  or  'virulent a. 

Gleets  arife  chiefly  from  two  caufes  :  i/?,  From 
fimple  relaxation  of  the  mouths  of  the  vefTels, 
which  had  been  irritated,  inflamed,  and  thereby 
loft  fomewhat  of  their  contractile  power ;  or,  idlyy 
From  an  ulceration,  or  an  erofion  in  fome  part  of 
the  urethra.  To  the  former  I  gave,  with  more 
propriety  I  think,  the  name  Blennorrhea  fimplexy 
and  the  latter  I  called  Blennorrhea  complicata. 
See  the  Nofological  Table  at  the  end  of  this 
chapter. 

In  the  former  kind,  after  the  inflammation 
and  irritation  occafloned  by  the  gonorrhoea  have 
fubfided,  the  vefTels,  from  whence  that  difcharge 
proceeded,  continue  to  pour  out  either  matter  of 
the  fame  puriform  appearance,  or  only  a  clear  kind 
of  mucus,  in  a  preternatural  quantity.  Sometimes 
a  gleet  begins  to  appear  after  coition,  exercife,  or 
free  living,  though  the  difcharge  from  the  pre- 
ceding gonorrhoea  had  entirely  difappeared  fome 
days  or  weeks  before. 

Gleets 
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Gleets  of  this  kind  are  for  the  mod  part  only 
a  local  complaint,  the  limple  remains  of  a  go- 
norrhoea not  perfectly  cured ;  but  thofe  of  the 
fecond  kind  may  be  confidered  as  the  remains  of 
a  very  violent  or  complicated  gonorrhoea,  gene- 
rally accompanied  with  an  infection  of  the  body. 

Hence  it  appears,  that  the  nature  and  feat  of 
gleets  may  be  as  various  as  thofe  of  gonorrhoeas ; 
but  according  to  the  place  where  they  are  fitua- 
ted,  the  time  they  have  continued,  and  the  caufe 
by  which  they  are  produced,  the  method  of  cure 
muft  be  different,  and  becomes  more  or  lefs  dif- 
ficult and  complicated. 

Thofe  gleets  are  moft  eafily  cured  which  have 
their  feat  in  the  urethra  under  the  frsenum  :  thofe 
originating  from  ulcers  of  the  urethra,  and  which 
have  continued  for  fome  time,  are  much  more 
obftinate  ;  and  thofe  arifing  from  erofions  of  the 
excretory  duels  of  the  feminal  velicles,  or  pro- 
ftate  gland,  or  from  ulcers  of  the  bladder,  are 
the  molt  ftubborn  of  any.  In  general,  the  fur- 
ther back  gleets  are  fituated  in  the  urethra,  the 
more  apt  they  are  to  produce  a  difficulty  in  ma- 
king water,  or  ftrictures  and  fuppreffion  of  urine  ; 
and  the  more  difficult,  in  general,  proves  their 
cure. 

I  have  always  found  thofe  gleets  which  fucceed 
a  fimple  gonorrhoea  to  be  merely  a  local  difeafe, 
and  to  owe  their  exiftence  folely  to  a  relaxation 
of  the  fmall  velfels  after  the  inflammation  has 
fubfided.  But  fuch  gleets  as  arife  after  a  violent 
or  ill-treated  gonorrhoea,  are  generally  accompa- 
nied with  an  excoriation  or  ulceration  of  the  ure- 
thra. 
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thra.  In  this  cafe,  the  venereal  poifon  has  been 
generally  abforbed,  and  the  rnafs  is  of  confequence 
more  or  lefs  infected. 

As  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance,  tho'  fome- 
cimes  extremely  difficult,  to  afcertain  thefe  points, 
1  lhall  endeavour  to  enumerate  the  moft  remark- 
able fymptoms  by  which  it  may  be  known  whe- 
ther there  is  any  ulceration  in  the  urethra.  They 
.are  fhortly  as  follow  *  i .  Streaks  of  blood  in  the 
mucus,  or  real  blood  difcharged,  during  the  in- 
flammatory ftage  of  the  gonorrhoea,  as  above  men- 
tioned ;  but  more  efpecially  after  the  violence  of 
the  inflammation  has  abated.  2.  Real  purulent,  or 
thin  ichorous  matter,  difcharged  in  a  greater  or 
leffer  quantity  from  the  urethra.  3.  A  pain  confi- 
ned to  one  part  of  the  urethra ;  but  felt  more  par- 
ticularly upon  introducing  the  catheter,  or  premng 
on  the  urethra  externally.  4.  An  acute  pain  in 
one  particular  place  of  the  urethra,  felt  efpe- 
cially in  paffing  the  laft  drop  of  urine,  or  the 

emimon  of  femen.  Though  all  thefe  pretty 

plainly  indicate  an  ulcer,  its  exiftence  will  be 
much  more  confirmed,  if  the  preceding  fymptoms 
of  inflammation  have  been  very  high,  if  the  pa- 
tient has  been  improperly  treated,  or  even,  as  I 
have  fometimes  feen,  if  the  urethra  has  been 
wounded  by  a  mifmanagement  of  the  fyringe,  or 
a  rude  application  of  the  catheter,  during  the  in- 
flammatory ftate. 

By  not  attending  to  thefe  marks,  which,  fuffi- 
ciently  point  out  the  exiftence  of  an  ulcer  in  the 
urethra,  we  will  be  often  difappointed  in  the 

cure. 


48 


ON  GLEETS. 


cure.  Whenever,  therefore,  we  are  confultec 
about  gleets,  our  firft  bufinefs  Ihould  be,  to  exa- 
mine whether  they  arife  merely  from  relaxation, 
or  from  an  ulceration  of  the  urethra  ;  and  in  this 
latter  cafe,  whether  it  is  an  univerfal  or  only  a 
local  difeafe.  If  an  ulcus  has  taken  place,  in  or- 
der to  form  a  proper  prognofis,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  afcertain  the  place  of  that  ulceration  in 
the  urethra. 

When  the  difeafe  is  merely  local,  it  may  be 
cured  either  by  topical  aftringent  applications, 
or  by  internal  corroborating  or  balfamic  re- 
medies, or  by  the  union  of  both.  The  beft  to- 
pical remedies  I  have  found  are  injections  made 
of  white  vitriol  diffolved  in  water,  and  mixed 
occafionally  with  fome  grains  of  calx  of  lead  or 
bolus  Armena  ;  or  injections  prepared  with  ca- 
lomel fufpended  in  water,  or  in  fome  mucila- 
ginous fluid ;  or  a  folution  of  blue  vitriol,  of 
alum,  or  of  verdigrife ;  each  of  which  may  in 
certain  circumftances  be  ufeful.  Of  the  inter- 
nal remedies  recommended  for  the  fame  purpofe, 
I  lhall  fpeak  hereafter. 

If  the  difeafe  is  univerfal,  i.  e.  accompanied 
with  an  infecTion  of  the  whole  fyflem,  as  is  moft 
generally  the  cafe  where  there  is  an  ulceration 
of  the  urethra,  we  muft,  befides  topical  reme- 
dies, have  recourfe  to  thofe  appropriated  to  the 
cure  of  the  lues  itfelf.  In  this  cafe,  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  cure  the  gleet  till  we  have  firft  purified 
the  mafs.  After  this  is  done,  or  while  it  is  yer, 
doing,  I  have  found  a  folution  of  fublimate  and 
litharge  in  vinegar,  diluted  with  a  fufficient  cjuan- 
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tity  of  water,  and  injected  two  or  three  times  a- 
day,  a  mod  excellent  remedy. 

With  regard  to  injections  in  general,  I  fhall 
make  two  material  obfervations,  the  neglect  of 
which  may  fometimes  occafion  our  being  difap- 
pointed  in  a  cure,  even  though  the  belt  remedies, 
are  ufed.  The  fyringe  made  ufe  of  for  this  pur- 
pofe  fhould  have  a  fhort  but  wide  pipe,  juft  as 
large  that  its  orifice  goes  into  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  and  the  piflon  ought  to  apply  clofe  to 
the  fides  of  the  tube.  If  the  whole  pipe  of  the 
fyringe  be  much  fmaller  than  the  orifice  of  the 
urethra,  it  is  attended  with  two  confiderable  dif- 
advantages  :  the  firfl  is,  that  with  a  fmall  pipe* 
efpecially  if  not  perfectly  fmooth,  the  patient 
eafily  wounds  the  infide  of  the  urethra,  thereby 
rendering  himfelf  liable  to  an  ulceration  of  the 
part,  and  confequent  abforption  of  the  poifon. 
The  lecond  is,  that  the  liquid  injected,  inflead 
of  going  into  the  cavity  of  the  urethra,  will,  in 
proportion  as  the  patient  preffes  the  pifton,  run 
out  fideways  through  the  orifice  of  the  urethra. 
If  the  pifton  itfelf  does  does  not  apply  clofely  to 
the  fides  of  the  fyringe,  even  if  the  pipe  is  fuffi- 
ciently  large,  fo  that  it  perfectly  clofes  the  ori- 
fice of  the  urethra,  the  liquor  will  ftill  regurgi- 
tate between  the  pifton  and  fyringe,  inftead  of 
^oing  into  the  urethra ;  and  thus  the  patient  may 
imagine  that  he  has  injeded  thq  liquor  properly, 
when  perhaps  very  little  has  entered.  But  though 
the  fyringe  be  properly  made,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  moll  careful  inftrudions  be  given,  the 
patient  does  very  often  perform  the  operation  in 

I)  fuch 
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fuch  an  aukward  manner,  that  no  good  effect 
follows. 

The  fyringe  being  properly  made,  mould  be 
applied  clofely  and  exactly  to  the  orifice  of  the 
■urethra ;  fo  that,  by  the  conic  form  of  its  pipe, 
all  pafTage  may  be  denied  to  the  liquid  betwixt 
it  and  the  fides  of  the  urethra.  If  the  diforder 
lies  in  the  ufual  original  feat  of  gonorrhoeas,  viz. 
jufl  under  the  framum,  the  patient  fhould,  with 
one  hand,  comprefs  the  urethra  at  the  firft  cur- 
vature of  the  penis,  where  the  fcrotum  begins, 
while  he  holds  and  manages  the  fyringe  with  the 
fingers  of  the  other.  The  pifton,  which  fhould 
always  go  clofe,  but  eafy,  ought  then  to  be 
preffed  foftly  and  flowly,  till  he  feels  the  urethra 
gently  dilated,  and  thus  keep  the  liquid  injected 
for  a  minute  or  two  in  the  urethra,  repeating  the 
fame  operation  three  or  four  times.  By  a  ram 
or  longer- continued  preflure  of  the  pifton,  the 
irritation  produced  thereby  in  the  urethra  often 
does  more  harm  than  the  injection  can  do  good. 

By  attending  to  thefe  directions,  a  double  ad- 
vantage is  obtained.  The  liquid  is  properly  ap- 
plied to  the  part  affected,  at  the  fame  time  that 
no  danger  is  incurred  of  driving  fome  of  the 
venereal  poifon  lower  down  the  urethra  along 
with  the  injected  liquid  ;  but  this  precaution  is" 
unneceffary,  if  the  feat  of  the  diforder  is  lower 
down. 

With  refpect  to  the  liquid  itfelf,  it  fliould  al- 
ways, in  cafes  of  virulent  gonorrhoea,  be  made 
lukewarm;  but  in  gleets  this  is  not  neceffary.  In 
gonorrhoeas,  if  the  liquid  is  too  cold  or  too 

warm, 
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warm,  it  may  eafily  hurt  the  patient,  either  by 
retropelling  the  matter,  or  increafing  the  inflam- 
mation. In  many  inftances  alfo  the  liquid  ought 
to  be  well  fhaken  before  it  is  injected  :  it  may 
eafily  be  made  warm,  by  putting  a  tea-cup  half 
full  in  a  bafon  of  hot  water.  In  all  cafes,  before 
anyinjectio  nis  applied,  the  patient  mould  attempt 
to  make  water. 

The  other  obfervation  I  have  to  make  is, 
that  young  men  labouring  under  gleets,  after 
having  for  fome  time  made  ufe  of  injections,  and 
finding  themfelves  confiderably  better,  will  grow 
carelefs  in  the  application,  and  even  fometimes 
neglect  the  injection  altogether  for  a  day  or  half 
a  day.  The  confequence  of  this  is  fometimes 
difagreeable :  and  I  have  feen  feveral  inftances, 
where,  by.  neglecting  to  ufe  the  injection  for  a 
fingle  day,  the  running  has  been  greatly  aug- 
mented, as  if  it  had  been  a  frefh  gleet ;  and  the 
relapfe  being  more  obftinate  than  the  original 
difeafe,  the  patients  have  been  obliged  to  con- 
tinue the  injections  for  more  weeks,  than  perhaps 
it  would  have  required  days  to  cure  the  diftemper, 
had  they  continued  the  ufe  of  them  without  in- 
terruption. 

In  general,  in  order  to  prevent  any  danger  of 
a  relapfe,  I  order  my  patients  to  apply  the  injec- 
tions three,  four,  or,  according  to  circumftances, 
fix  times  a-day  during  the  difeafe,  and  to  con- 
tinue the  fame  regularly  for  ten  or  twelve  days 
after  the  running  has  entirely  ceafed. — Syringes 
of  a  different  kind  are  required  for  women,  if  we 
wifh  to  fee  any  good  effects  produced  by  the  in- 
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jections  adminiflered  to  them,  as  I  fhall  mention 
below,  under  the  article  of  Venereal  Ulcers. 

Befides  injections,  bougies  will  often  be  of 
great  fervice  in  gleets,  efpecially  where  the  ulcer 
has  its  feat  in  the  lower  part  of  the  urethra. 
They  may  be  ufed  either  alone,  or  in  conjunc- 
tion with  proper  injections.    They  fhould  be 
kept  in,  for  the  firft  three  or  four  days,  only  for 
a  quarter  or  half  an  hour  at  a  time,  until  the 
patient  is  accuftomed  to  them  fo  that  he  can  bear 
them  longer  ;  and  then  they  may  be  kept  in  for 
feveral  hours  in  the  morning  and  evening,  or 
during  the  whole  day  and  night.    It  mufl  be 
left  entirely  to  the  judgment  of  the  phyfician  to 
determine,  whether  the  bougies  to  be  employed 
fhould  be  of  an  irritating  or  fedative  cjuality ; 
the  circumfhmces  of  the  cafe  will  point  out  whe- 
ther thofe  of  the  former  or  latter  kind  are  necef- 
fary.    It  mufl:,  however,  be  remembered,  that 
before  the  application  of  bougies,  as  well  as  in- 
jection-, the  patient  ought  always  to  attempt  to 
make  water,  in  order  to  give  time  to  the  remedy 
to  produce  its  effects  on  the  part  affected.    If  the 
application  of  the  bougie  produces,  as  I  have 
fometimes  obferved,  a  tendon  and  pain  in  the 
fpermatic  cord,  or  a  fwelling  of  the  tefticle,  its 
nfe  muft  be  omitted  for  a  few  days.    This  effect 
I  have  fometimes  alfo  found  to  be  produced  by 
the  ufe  of  too  large  a  bougie,  and  to  be  removec1 
by  changing  it  for  a  fmaller  one ;  in  general, 
fmall  bougies  fliould  be  preferred  to  large  ones 
in  the  beginning. 

Should  we  be  difappointed  in  our  expectation 
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of  a  cure,  either  by  the  ufe  of  bougies,  or  injec- 
tions of  the  above-mentioned  kind,  it  will  be 
proper  to  inject  fcch  liquids  as  may  excite  an  ir- 
ritation and  inflammation  in  the  urethra,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  affected  part.  Thefe  have  often 
been  attended  with  fuccefs  after  the  bed  aftrin- 
gents  have  failed.  For  this  purpofe,  we  may  ufe 
an  injection  made  with  fublimate  and  litharge, 
or  a  fimple  folution  of  fublimate  in  water,  or  a 
large  dofe  of  calomel  fufpended  in  fome  mucila- 
ginous liquor. 

It  has  been  obferved  by  Dr  Cullen,  that  obfli- 
nate  gleets  have  fometimes  been  cured  by  violent 
and  long  continued  exercife  on  horfeback ;  fuch 
as  a  journey  from  Edinburgh  to  London :  and 
it  is  probable  that  this  cure  is  produced  by  exci- 
ting an  inflammation  in  the  parts,  as  the  injec- 
tions juft  now  recommended  are  ape  to  do.  Gleets 
have  fometimes  been  cured  by  coition ;  which 
may  be  accounted  for  on  the  fame  principles : 
but  this  is  a  remedy  which  can  never  be  recom- 
mended by  the  honeft  practitioner  ;  becaufe 
gleets  are  often  infectious,  and  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe  would  by  thefe  means  certainly  be  commu- 
nicated to  a  healthy  woman;  or,  if  me  was  not 
healthy,  the  man  would  not  only  run  the  rifk  of 
getting  a  frefh  gonorrhoea,  but  even  the  lues  it- 
felf,  if  his  gleet  was  owing  to  an  ulcer  in  the  ure- 
thra. 

Befides  the  above-mentioned  remedies,  fome 
others  may  be  applied  in  gleets  of  the  more  ob- 
ftinate  kind,  fuch  as  the  tinctura  cantharidum 
internally,  or  injeftions  of  oil  of  turpentine,  of 
infufion  of  galls,  &c.  and  I  have  been  informed 
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by  a  friend,  that  he  once  faw  a  defperate  gleet 
cured  by  injecting  the  tincture  of  ipecacuanha, 
and  fome  other  cafes  where  a  fmall  electrical 
fhock  through  the  urethra  produced  a  cure.  I 
can  fay  nothing  with  regard  to  the  effects  of  thefe 
remedies,  having  never  had  occafion  to  try  them. 
I  mention  them  only  becaufe  we  are  fometimes 
at  a  lofs  for  medicines  in  very  obftinate  com- 
plaints of  this  kind. 

Bathing  in  cold  water  has^alfo  been  recom- 
mended in  obftinate  gleets,  and  I  have  feen  it 
fometimes  produce  very  good  effects ;  but,  in  two 
or  three  cafes,  I  have  feen  it  as  certainly  increafe 
the  running.  The  fame  effect  has  been  alfo  ob- 
ferved  by  others.  Sea-bathing  is  very  beneficial; 
as  likewife  warning  the  genital  parts  with  cold 
water,  either  by  itfelf  or  mixed  with  vinegar. 

There  are  three  kinds  of  internal  remedies  made 
ufe  of  in  gleets ;  each  of  which  may  be  ufed, 
either  alone,  or  combined,  as  circumftances  may 
require,  with  or  without  the  local  applications 
above  "mentioned.    Thefe  are, 

1 .  A  courfe  of  mercurials.  This  is  always  ne- 
ceffary  where  the  difeafe  arifes  from  an  ulcer  of 
the  urethra,  efpecially  cf  a  long  ftanding,  or  where 
a  general  infection  has  taken  place.  In  fuch  ca- 
fes, pills  made  of  turpentine  and  mercury  are 
often  very  proper. 

2.  Balfamics.  Of  thefe  the  moft  commonly 
ufed  is  the  balfamum  copaiba.  Of  this  the  pa- 
tient may  take  from  fifty  to  one  hundred  drops 
in  a  draught  of  cold  water,  once  a-day  at  noon, 
or  twice  a-day,  evening  and  morning.  Imme? 
(1'ately  after  the  balfam,  from  twenty  to  fiity 
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drops  of  elixir  vitrioli  acidum  Ihould  be  taken, 
in  the  fame  quantity  of  water,  to  render  the  for- 
mer lefs  difagreeable  to  the  ftomach.  Half  a 
drachm  of  pure  turpentine,  or  a  drachm  of  bal- 
famum  traumaticum,  often  anfwers  the  purpofe 
of  the  copaiba  extremely  well.  I  knew  a  cafe, 
where  a  very  large  quantity  of  copaiba  balfam 
was  fwallowed  at  once  by  a  young  man,  who 
was  thereby  radically  cured  of  a  moft  inveterate 
and  obftinate  gleet. 

3.  Corroborants.  Among  thefe  the  Peruvian 
bark  in  powder,  or  infufed  in  red  wine,  or, 
which  is  fometimes  better,  infufed  in  lime  water, 
together  with  or  without  fome  other  powerful 
aftringent,  will  fometimes  prove  effectual  when 
all  other  remedies  have  failed.  After  all,  how- 
ever, our  utmoft  endeavours  to  cure  an  invete- 
rate gleet  will  fometimes  be  in  vain ;  and  there 
have  been  inftances  where  Nature  herfelf  has  ef- 
fected a  cure  in  time,  after  the  unfuccefsful  and 
moft  tedious  exhibition  of  the  moft  powerful 
remedies. 

Obftinate  gleets  fometimes  originate,  as  men- 
tioned above,  from  a  lingular  caufe,  of  which  we 
have  fome  examples  in  anatomical  collections. 
This  is,  when  two  ulcers  of  the  urethra  happen  to 
be  nearly  oppofite  to  each  other.  In  this  cafe, 
fome  parts  of  them  will  inofculate  with  each 
other,  producing  a  kind  of  bands  acrofs  the  ure- 
thra, with  a  fmall  ulceration  below.  Thus  not 
only  a  moft  obftinate  running,  baffling  all  medi- 
cines, is  produced;  but  a  difficulty  of  making  wa- 
ter frequently  takes  place,  and  an  impoffibility  of 
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making  it  but  in  a  very  fmall  flream,  or  not  at 
all.  The  only  remedy  in  this  cafe,  if  we  have 
ibme  reafon  for  fufpecting  this  caufe,  is  the  chi- 
rurgical  operation ;  though  in  fome  cafes,  where 
the  bands  are  not  too  fhrong,  they  might  perhaps; 
be  broke,  by  applying  a  probe  or  catheter.  Whe- 
ther or  not  the  following  cafe  of  a  very  trouble- 
fome  and  obftinate  gleet  belongs  to  this  clafs,  I; 
leave  my  readers  to  j  udge. 

Some  years  ago  I  was  confuked  by  a  noble- 
man concerning  a  gleet,  with  which  he  had  been 
affected  for  about  ten  years,  and  for  which  he 
had  confulted  the  phyficians  and  furgeons  in  feve-| 
ral  countries.  Sometimes  it  flopped  for  feveral 
days;  then  came  on  again  of  itfelf,  efpecially  af-i 
ter  riding  on  horfeback,  or  coition.  At  fuch 
times  he  always  felt  ibme  unealinefs,  and  the! 
next  day  a  little  running,  which  went  off,  till  the! 
fame  caufe  was  repeated ;  which  rendered  him| 
very  uneafy,  efpecially  as  he  intended  to  marry. 
Upon  examining  the  patient,  I  found  the  difor- 
der  feated  down  in  the  urethra,  about  the  place 
called  by  anatomifts  the  Caput  gallinagims.  Eve- 
ry internal  and  external  remedy,  that  I  knew  of, 
was  applied,  without  effecting  a  radical  cure.  I 
took  the  difeafe  to  be  a  callous  ulceration  ;  and,j 
on  this  fuppofition,  he  wore  bougies  for  eight  or 
fan  weeks  without  the  leaft  effect.  Being  obliged] 
to  continue  my  travels,  1  left  him  very  little  bet-> 
ter  for  what  I  had  done;  at  the  fame  time  advi- 
iing  him,  as  he  intended  to  go  to  Paris,  to  con-? 
fult  there  whoever  he  could  expect  any  benefit 
from.    The  refult,  as  he  afterwards  informed 
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ne  by  letter,  was  as  follows.    "  After  my  a'rri- 
'  val  at  Paris,  I  confulted,  according  to  your  ad- 
'  vice,  all  the  medical  men  of  eminence  in  that 
'  city,  who  rendered  me  more  uneafy  about  my 
•  difbrder  than  I  had  ever  been  before,  by  their 
1  different  opinions  of  the  caufe,  nature,  and 
{  cure  of  it.    Some  advifed  me  to  a  new  mercu- 
'  rial  courfe  ;  others  prefcribed  different  internal 
:'  and  external  medicines.  1  mowed  them  all  the 
''  prefcriptions  fucceflively  tried  by  you ;  they 
"  feemed  rather  aflonifhed,  that  none  of  them, 
"  after  a  fair  trial,  had  fucceeded.  However, 
fome  new  injections  and  internal  remedies  were 
'"  ordered,  rather  I  think  to  fatisfy  me  for  my 
money,  than  in  hopes  of  doing  me  any  real 
fervice ;  indeed  I  wras  for  three  or  four  months 
"  entirely  in  the  fame  condition  as  when  I  firft 
"  came  to  Paris.    But,  furprifing  it  may  feem 
"  to  you  !  the  laft  perfon  whom  1  confulted  up- 
"  on  recommendation,  feemed  to  me  the  moft 
"  ignorant  I  had  applied  to  :   he  faid  he  was 
"  obliged  to  examine  the  paffage  of  the  ure- 
"  thra  with  a  catheter,  in  order  to  afcertain  the 
"  place,  8cc.    He  accordingly  applied  it ;  it  went 
"  in  as  ufual  very  readily,  till  it  came  to  the 
"  feat  of  the  diforder,  where  it  met  with  the 
"  fame  obftacle  it  had  always  done,  which  I  had 
"  before  told  him  of ;  notwithstanding  this,  he 
"  endeavoured  to  pum  it  further.    I  told  him  it 
"  gave  me  exceffive  pain  :  but  he  preffed  it  im- 
"  prudently  on,  and  it  went  through ;  upon 
"  which  fome  blood  immediately  run  out  of  the 
"  urethra.    This,  as  it  feemed,  much  frightened 
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"  him:  he  afked  my  pardon,  withdrew  his  inftru- 
"  ment,  took  his  fee,  and  departed  ;  but  left  me 
"  much  diflatisfied  for  employing  him.  I  ex- 
"  peeled  I  mould  be  Worfe  the  next  day,  and) 
"  fuffer  much  from  his  urifkilful  conduct :  butJ 
"  quite  the  reverfe,  I  have  been  free  from  my} 
"  diforder  thefe  two  months  pad ;  I  ride  on 
"  horfeback,  and  enjoy  a  woman,  without  find- 
"  ing  any  ill  effects  from  them ;  and  therefore 
"  think  myfelf  radically  cured.  The  friendfhip 
"  I  owe  you,  for  the  trouble  you  took  on  my 
"  account,  obliges  me  to  {late  to  you  this  parti- 
"  cular  cafe,  which  may  be  of  ufe  to  you,  and 
"  which  you  perhaps  can  better  account  for  than 
"  thofe  I  have  fince  confulted." 

Gleets  arifing  from  deep  and  large  eroiions  of 
the  mouths  of  the  feminal  ducts,  or  excretories 
of  the  proftate  gland,  as  alfo  thofe  which  origi- 
nate from  ulcers  of  the  bladder,  are  very  often 
incurable;  or  if  they  do  admit  of  a  cure,  a  parti- 
cular confideration  of  the  nature  and  treatment  of 
fuch  cafes  would  exceed  the  limits  of  this  treatife. 

In  all  inveterate  and  obftinate  gleets,  which 
have  their  feat  low  down  in  the  urethra,  we 
Ihould  carefully  examine  the  proftate  gland ;  for 
to  a  difeafe  of  this  part  they  frequently  owe  their 
origin.  If  the  gland  mall  be  found  preternatu- 
rally  fwelled  and  hard  after  a  mercurial  courfe, 
repeated  blifters  applied  to  the  perinaeum,  with 
large  dofes  of  the  infpiffated  juice  of  contum  ma- 
culatum,  Lin.  I  have  feen  in  fome  inftances  at- 
tended with  fuccefs  where  all  other  remedies  had 
failed. 
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!  Of  the  treatment  of  gleets  combined  with  ftric- 
tiures,  viz.  with  more  or  lefs  difficulty  in  making 
water,  I  mult  refer  to  the  Chapter  on  Ifchury. 

Gleets  which  arife  either  from  a  weaknefs, 
relaxation,  or  fometimes  perhaps  from  too  great 
n  irritability,  of  the  duels  above  mentioned, 
re  properly  called  by  the  name  of  Gonorrhoea 
■  "fittxus  /minis ).    In  thefe  cafes,  a  real  femen  is 
lifcharged,  fometimes  without  erection,  or  any 
!  enfation  of  pleafure;  and  is  either  continually 
h  ipping  off,  or  is  evacuated  at  times  by  debilita- 
ing  nocturnal  or  diurnal  pollutions.  Sometimes 
[t  is  difcharged  only  on  going  to  ftool,  when  the 
lard  fasces,  during  their  paffage  in  the  rectum, 
©refs  on  the  feminal  veficles  and  proftate  gland, 
\  md  thus  force  the  relaxed  orifices  of  their  excre- 
Lory  ducts.    This  diforder,  however,  does  not 
urife  from  any  venereal  infection,  and  but  feldom 
from  the  abufe  of  venery.   Its  moft  general  caufe 
-  s  maflurpation,  and  therefore  comes  not  within 
oiy  plan  at  prefent.    It  requires  a  mofl  prudent 
md  careful  treatment ;  otherwife  the  patient  will 
Lall  a  victim  to  that  kind  of  confumption  which 
we  call,  with  Hippocrates,  Tabes  dorfalis.  Whe- 
ther the  diforder  mentioned  in  the  Old  Tefta- 
nient,  was  a  gonorrhoea  of  this  kind,  or  of  a 
{different  nature,  I  dare  not,  as  I  have  already 
obferved,  take  upon  me  to  determine. 


NOSO- 


NOSOLOGICAL  TABLE,  illu 
ftrating  the  two  preceding  Chapters. 


Claf.  Locales. 
Ord.  Pblogofes. 
Genus,  BLENNORRHAGIA.   ]Anghs,  Clap 
Germa?iis,  Tripper :  Gallis,  Chaude-pifTe  :  ha- 
lts ^  Gonarroea. 

Charatler  in  Viris.  Titillatio  prascipue  in  urethrj 
parte  anteriore  fub  framulo;  fubfequente  port  bi 
duum  auc  quatriduum,  phlogofi  locali,  cum  ardor 
et  dolore  in  mingendo ;  accedente  ftillicidio  mate 
riei  puriformis  ex  urethra  ;  corpore  cavernofo  ure 
time  prretematuraliter  turgefcente,  plerumque  curj 
erettionibus  membri  virilis  folito  frequentioribus 
dolorificis. 

//;  Fas  minis.  Titillatio  ad  orificium  vagina?  externum 
fubfequente  poft  biduum  aut  quatriduum  dolore 
rubore  et  tumore  prfeternaturali  prsecipue  (ad  ra 
pham)  prope  commiffuram  labiorum  vulvae  inferic 
rem  ;  accedente  ardore  et  dolore  ejufdem  partis  i 
mingendo ;  cum  ftillicidio  materiti  puriformis  e: 
vulva. 

Gonorrhoea, 

Gonorrhoea  virulenta 

Gonorrhoea  maligna  o 

i  }•  auctorum. 

Gonorrhoea  venerea 

Fluor  albus  venereus,  f.  malignus 

Leucorrhosa  venerea 


Varia 
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rariat  ratione  fedis. 

Blennorrhagia  balani,  f.  gonorrhoea  f  Materia  fluente, 


fpuria 

 urethralis 

— — —  veficalis 

 labialis 

 vaginalis 

 uterina 

— —  nafalis 


ex  glande. 
ex  urethra, 
e  vefica. 
e  labiis  vulvse. 
e  vagina, 
ex  utero. 
e  naribus. 


Species  funt, 

Blennorrhagia  fyphilitica, 
«•  Simplex. 

Complicata,  f.  ulcerofa. 
y-  An  a  viru  fyphilitico  e  mafia  depofito  ? 
Blennorrhagia  ab  acri  externo  applicato. 
Blennorrhagia  a  ftimulo  interno  applicato. 
Blennorrhagia  a  caufa  ignota. 

v  Sequela  Blennorrhagiae  eft, 

BLENNORRHOEA.   Jnglis,  Gleet:  Germanis,  Nach- 
tripper  :  Gallis,  Gonorrhee  inveteree. 

CharaEler.  Stillicidium  humoris  puriformis,  aut  muci 
limpidi,  cx  urethra  in  viris,  ex  orificio  vaginae  in 
faeminis  praeternaturalis,  fine  libidine  aut  dyfuria. 

Gonorrhoea  benigna  -n 

Gonorrhoea  inveterata   f  n 

-p,  ,  >  auttorum. 

rluor  albus  benignus  V 

Leucorrhcea  -J 

Variat  ratione  fedis  ut  Blennorrhagia. 
Species  practico  notatu  neceffarias  funt, 

Blennorhcea  fimplex,  a  relaxatione  vaforum. 
Bennorrhcea  complicata, 

a.  cum  ulcere, 

ft.  cunj  fcirrho  proftatse* 

Sequelae 
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Sequels   Blennorrhagise  fyphiliticse  retropul 
funt : 

Tumor  tefticulorum. 
Ifchuria  urethralis. 
Ophthalmia. 
Dyfeccea. 

Fluxus  puriformis  cx  oculis. 

 ex  auribus. 

 ■  e  naribus. 

Syphilis. 


Genus:  GONORRHOEA. 

Character.  Excretio  feminis  aut  muci  proflatas  pras 
ternaturalis,  cum  vel  fine  ere&ione  et  libidine;  ac 
cedente  dolore  lumborum  et  atrophia. 

Gonorrhoea  ~\ 

Pollutio  noclurna  debilitans        >  auclorum. 

Excretio  feminis  involuntaria  J 


Species  funt : 

Gonorrhoea  a  relaxatione  vaforum. 

Gonorrhoea  ab  ulcere  aut  erofione  du£tuum  excretorio 

rum  proftatse  et  veficulorum  feminalium. 
Gonorrhoea  a  nimia  irritabilitate,  potifiimum  per  ma 

fturpationem  inducta. 
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CHAP.  IV. 

On  the  Venereal  Swelling-  of  the  Tejl  teles. 

IT 7 HEN  a  Clap  has  been  treated  either  by 
V  V   improper  medicines,  or  the  patient  labour- 
ing under  it  ufes  too  violent  exereife,  or  efpe- 
:ially  if  he  catches  cold  in  the  part  affected,  by 
'xpofing  it  to  a  ftream  of  air,  or  by  warning  ic 
with  cold  water,  one  and  fometimes  both  tefti- 
::les  begin  to  fwell,  often  to  an  enormous  uze, 
•attended  with  all  the  fymptoms  of  a  local  in- 
flammation ;  to  which  an  irritation  of  the  whole 
imafs,  and  a  violent  fever,  not  unfrequently  fuc- 
ceed.  This  difeafe  is  called  a  Swelled  Tejlicle^  and 
fometimes,  though  very  improperly,  a  Hernia 
humor  alu. 

Previous  to  the  fwelling,  the  running  of  the 
clap  partly  or  entirely  ceafes  ;  but  fometimes  this 
will  only  happen,  at  leaft  to  an  obfervable  de- 
:gree,  a  day  or  two  after  the  fwelling  has  actually 
appearedr 

That  the  fwelling  and  fymptoms  of  this  in- 
flammation are  produced,  in  that  cafe,  merely  by 
the  irritation  of  the  poifon  lodged  lower  down  in 
the  urethra,  at  the  place  where  the  excretory 
ducts  of  the  feminal  veficles  open,  and  not  (as 
was  fuppofed  formerly,  for  want  of  anatomical 
knowledge  of  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatics)  from 
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an  abforption  of  the  poifon,  and  tranfpofition  of 
the  gonorrhoea  to  the  tefticle  itfelf,  is  now  gene- 
rally admitted ;  and  will  perhaps  be  more  evi- 
dent from  the  obfervations  which  I  fhall  lay 
down  upon  the  nature  and  feat  of  this  diforder 
and  from  the  method  of  treatment  which  I 
found  the  mod  fuccefsful  for  this  complaint. 

Hitherto  it  has  been  the  general  opinion,  that 
the  tefticle  itfelf  is  always  the  feat  of  this  difor- 
der. But,  upon  a  more  clofe  attention  and  in- 
quiry, I  find,  jirjl,  That  the  tefticle  itfelf  is  never 
fwelled,  or  in  the  leafl  affected,  in  the  beginning 
of  this  complaint ;  but  that  the  only  affected  and 
fwelled  part  is  the  epididymis,  which  every  man 
may  eafily  convince  himfelf  of  by  a  careful  exa- 
mination. I  faid,  the  tefticle  is  never  in  the  leafl 
affected  in  the  beginning,  or  for  the  firft  five  or 
fix  days  ;  and  if  it  becomes  affected  afterwards, 
it  is  merely  owing  to  the  prepofterous  treatment. 
idly,  I  have  conftantly  obferved,  that  the  fever 
which  frequently  attends  this  complaint,  efpe- 
cially  in  irritable  conflitutions,  is  never  a  pri- 
mary diforder,  but  only  concomitant  to,  or  the 
confequence  of,  this  local  irritation  ;  and  that, 
for  this  reafon,  by  the  method  mentioned  here- 
after, it  is  almoft  generally  in  the  power  of  the 
phyfician,  if  called  upon  in  time,  to  prevent  any 
fever  taking  place.  f 

In  what  manner-this  fwelling  of  the  epididy- 
mis is  produced  by  the  irritation  of  the  vene- 
real poifon,  retropulfed  to  the  lower  part  of  the 
urethra,  I  think  unneceflary  here  to  explain :  but 
we  fee  clearly,  from  the  caufe  affigned,  how  it 

happens, 


OF  THE  TESTICLES.  65 


happens,  that,  after  the  fwelling  of  one  tefticle 
is  gone,  the  other  is  fometimes  attacked ;  and 
that,  after  a  fuppremon  of  urine  from  a  retro- 
pulled  gonorrhoea,  is  removed,  fometimes  a  fwell- 
ing of  the  tefticles  arifes.  This  is  owing  to  the 
tranfpofition  or  change  of  place  of  the  poifon. 
It  will  further  appear,  from  the  nature  of  this. 
;diforder,  why  a  man  who  has  been  once  affected 
with  a  fwelled  tefticle  is  fo  eafily  affected  with  the 
ifame  diforder  a  fecond  time.  But  in  order  to  efta- 
tblifh  a  more  rational  and  effectual  method  of  cure 
[of  that  complaint,  than  has  been  hitherto  prac*^ 
ttifed,  I  muft  obferve,  that  this  fwelling  is  owing 
tto  the  irritation  of  the  poifon  tranfpofed  to  a 
['different  place  in  the  urethra,  and  not  to. the  te- 
ifticle  itfelf;  and,  fecondly,  that  it  is  not  an  in- 
'flammation  of  the  tefticle,  as  has  been  hitherto 
[generally  believed,  but  only  a  fwelling.  of  the  epi- 
didymis. This  I  have  found  to  be  the  cafe  in 
aa.ll  my  patients  ;  and  faw  it  particularly  confirm- 
ed in  two  cafes  where  a  fwelling  of  the  fame  kind 
was  brought  on  by  the  fimple  application  of  a  lar- 
ger bougie,  and  cured  without  any  other  remedy 
:  :han  by  leaving  off  the  ufe  of  the  bougie ;  which 
"(hows  befides,  that  any  irritation  of  the  mouths 
3f  the  excretory  duels  of  the  feminal  veficles  may- 
bring  on  this  difeafe  *. 

Having  mentioned  thefe  obfervations  about  the 
nature  and  rife  of  a  complaint  which  -  is  fome- 
times attended  with  very  difagreeable  confequen- 
:ces,  I  (hall  firft  lay  down  fuch  rules  as  I  found  by 

£  expe- 

•  There  is  another  fnecies  of  this  diforder  mentioned  hj 

—  *  1  n  211  e 


66       VENEREAL  SWELLING 


experience  the  moft  fuccefsful  to  avoid  it;  and 
then  proceed  to  the  obfervations  I  made,  to  cure 
it  when  it  has  taken  place. 

To  avoid  a  fwelling  of  this  kind,  every  thing 
that  is  apt  to  bring  on  a  retropuHion  of  the  clap 
ought  to  be  carefully  avoided.  Such  are,  acrid 
altringent  injections,  warning  the  penis  with 
cold  water,  &c.  or  expofmg  it  to  the  cold  air,  as 
for  example,  making  water  in  a  ftreet  where  aj 
cold  wind  blows  f  violent  exercife  of  any  lcind  J 
the  prepofterous  ufe  of  balfamics,  internally  orj 
externally ;  repeated  purges,  or  venery  ;  whichl 
points  attended  to  carefully,  together  with  tha 
wearing  of  a  bag-trufs,  from  the  beginning  01 
any  clap  whatever,  have  effectually  fcreened  md 
patients  from  this  diforder.  Not  one  of  therr 
who  complied  with  the  rules  juft  mentioned  evei 
was  affected  with  this  difeafe. 

But  we  generally  find  our  patients  not  fc 
compilable,  or  we  are  called  in  to  fuch,  who 

having 


fome  writers,  viz.  an  inflamfnation  of  the  tefticle,  arifing  fro 
fome  of  the  venereal  poifon  being  depofited  there  from  th 
xnafs.    This  kind  of  difeafe  never  came  under  my  obfervatior 
and  I  therefore  can  fay  nothing  about  it.(   We  are  alfo  to! 
that  a  fwelled  tefticle  arifes  fometimes  from  venereal  ulcers 
the  glans  being  dried  up  :  but  neither  do  I  recollect  to  hav 
obferved  any  cafe  of  this  kind  ;  though  I  have  fecn  a  p 
tient,  who,  two  years  ago,  was  affected  with  a  fwelled  teftic" 
which  being  improperly  treated,  brought  on  a  fiftula  in  an 
This  was  operated,  and  nearly  healed  up,  when  a  fwelling 
the  tefticle  appeared  again  ;  for  which  I  was  confultecl. 
fucceeded  to  difperfe  the  fwelling,  by  bringing  on  a  runnir 
from  the  urethra,  and  to  complete  the  cure  by  a  courfe 
internal  remedies. 
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Shaving  been  treated  without  any  attention  to 
i  thole  rules,  are  already  afreded  with  the  fwelling. 
'Thofe  require  our  companion,  and  the  imme- 
diate application  of  every  means  pomble  to  re- 
lieve them. 

The  caufe  of  the  diforder,  as  faid  above,  be- 
ling  an  irritation  of  the  mouths  of  the  excretory 
<ducts  of  the  feminal  veficles,  from  the  venereal 
jpoifon  having  taken  its  feat  at  the  caput  gallina- 
iginis,  our  endeavours,  in  order  to  do  fomething 
(effectually  for  our  patient,  muft  be,  firft  to  allay 
ithe  irritation,  and  then  to  recall  the  poifon  to  its 
:former  original  feat,  that  is,  re-eftablilh  the  run- 
ming  ;  both  which  to  obtain,  I  found  the  folio  w- 
:ing  method  the  moft  eflicacious. 

If  the  pulfe  be  accelerated,  full,  and  ftrcmg, 
:he  is  to  be  bleeded  immediately;  and  a  good 
i  quantity  of  blood  is  to  be  taken  from  him  ;  re- 
igard,  however,  to  be  had  to  his  conftitution, 
;and  other  circumftances.  If  there  be  no  irrita- 
ition  in  the  fyftem,  or  only  a  moderate  degree 
«of  it,  bleeding  is  unnecelTary,  (and  this  will  be 
3 nearly  always  the  cafe,  if  we  are  called  in  foon 
,at  the  commencement  of  the  diforder) ;  being 
i  convinced,  from  repeated  obfervation,  that  a  fe- 
ver in  this  complaint  is  never  an  original  difeafe, 
tbut  brought  on  only  in  confequence  of  the  lrn- 
;tation  of  thofe  delicate  parts. 

To  the  fwelling  a  Common  poultice  of  bread 
.  and  milk,  with  a  little  oil,  or,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances, fugarof  lead,  has  been  recommended 
I  by  moft  writers  :  but  having  feen  fo  little  effetf: 
ifrom  this  application,  I  have  not  for  many  years 
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paft  made  ufe  of  it.    Inftead  of  a  poultice,  I  or- 
der firft  a  glyfter  to  be  applied,  to  evacuate  the 
faeces,  if  the  patient  had  not  a  natural  (tool ;  and 
then  I  advife  him,  if  his  fituation  will  allow  of 
it,  to  fit  for  half  an  hour  in  a  warm  emollient 
bath.    If  he  cannot  have  that  convenience,  I 
place  him  in  a  perforated  chair,  upon  the  fteam 
of  hot  water,  for  the  fame  length  of  time ;  pre-* 
vioully  iufpending  his  teiticles.    From  thence  he 
is  to  be  carried  to  bed,  and  a  dry  bag-trufs  is 
immediately  applied,  in  order  to  keep  the  te- 
fticles  conftantly  fufpended,  as  their  hanging 
down  produces  or  contributes  to  their  irritation. 
A  warm  poultice  may  be  alfo  applied  to  the  pe- 
nis, in  order  to  bring  on  the  running  again ;  or, 
in  other  words,  to  determine  the  retropulfed  mat- 
ert  from  its  new  feat  to  come  back  to  the  old  one. 
But  what  I  found  principally  to  be  relied  on  is, 
to  adminifter  a  full  dofe  of  opium,  or,  according 
to  circumftances,  a  glyfter,  made  of  equal  quan- 
tities of  lint-feed  oil  and  barlev-water,  with  a 
full  dole  of  laudanum,  to  be  injected,  and  occa- 
fionally  repeated.     He  muft  keep  a  low  diet, 
drink  nothing  but  barley-water,  or  an  emuliion 
of  almonds. 

To  this  method  of  treating  fwelled  tefticles  b 
opium,  which  to  my  knowledge  is  new,  I  wa 
led,  about  ten  years  ago,  by  a  lingular  circum 
ftance  of  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  which 
think  unnecefTary  to  relate;  and  I  have  fine 
feen  fo  good  and  fpeedy  effects  from  it,  that 
now  conftantly  make  ufe  of  it.    I  have  had  man 
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inftances,  where,  by  thefe  means,  the  fwelling 
and  pain  of  the  tefticle  were  removed,  and  the 
running  brought  on,  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
or  forty -eight  hours  ;  and  in  thofe  cafes  where 
it  had  not  that  effect  fo  foon,  it  always  greatly 
relieved  the  patient,  and  prevented  a  fever.   In  all 
more  obftinate  cafes,  I  conftantly  obferved,  that 
■  the  fymptoms  of  irritation,  and  the  fwelling,  did 
never  quit  the  patient,  till,  the  running  of  the 
clap  came  on  again;  but  the  moment  this  latter 
ttook  place,  the  patient  found  himfelf  relieved  of 
ithe  pain  of  the  tefticle,  and  the  fwelling  gradually 
idifappeared.    To  affift  Nature  in  its  beneficial 
efforts,  the  opium  internally,  or  in  an  emollient 
glyftcr,  is  to  be  repeated  every  twenty- four  hours; 
ithe  parts  to  be  expofed  twice  or  three  times  a- 
day,  for  a  quarter  or  half  an  hour,  to  the  fleam 
1  of  hot  water  or  milk  ;  warm  poultices  to  be  con- 
ftantly applied  to  the  penis ;  and  the  accumulation 
of  faeces  in  the  rectum  to  be  prevented,  by  a 
common  glyfter,  occasionally  repeated.    By  pro- 
ceeding thus,  we  fhall  generally  have  the  fatif- 
faclionto  cure,  in  a  few  days,  a  difeafe  which, 
by  a  different  method  of  treatment,  often  requires 
many  weeks  to  get  the  better  of. 

According  to  circumftances,  fome  other  more 
efHcacious  means  to  re-eftablifh  the  running  the 
fooner,  if  the  fymptoms  of  the  fwelling  feem 
-dangerous,  might  likewife  be  tried,  and  applied 
;as  mentioned  above.     The  re-eftablifhed  clap 
ought  to  be  treated  afterwards  in  the  common 
;  manner ;  taking  great  care  to  give  no  occafion  to 
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a  new  retropulfion,  which  in  fuch  cafes  eafily 
takes  place  a  fecond  time. 

If  the  fwelling  has  been  treated  improperly,  it 
frequently  happens  that  one  or  both  tefticles 
grow  hard ;  and  the  difeafe  is  then  commonly 
called  a  Scirrhous  Tejiklc.  In  all  thofe  cafes  I  con- 
stantly found  the  epididymis  very  hard  and  much 
fwelled.  In  fome,  however,  probably  through 
the  length  of  time,  the  telticle  itfelf  was  likewife 
evidently  affected,  accompanied  fometimes  with 
a  fenfation  of  a  painful  preflure,  but  frequently 
without  any  pain  at  all.  Mercury  given  internally, 
or  rubbed  in  externally  into  the  perinaeum  and 
icrotum  twice  a-day,  with  the  conftant  applica- 
tion of  a  warm  poultice  made  of  the  root  of  atro- 
fa  mandragora^  L.  I  found,  in  that  cafe,  a  ufe- 
ful  remedy.  The  cicuta,  applied  internally  and 
externally,  may  be  tried.  An  emetic  has  been 
fometimes  found  effectual.  The  decoction  of  the 
bark  of  the  root  of  daphne  mezereum,  L.  inter- 
nally, and  a  poultice  of  it  externally,  has  lately 
been  very  much  recommended ;  but  in  feveral 
patients  to  whom  I  have  given  that  decoction,  I 
obferved  it  made  them  fo  fick  that  they  found  it 
impoffible  to  bear  it  on  the  ftomach,  even  when  I 
made  it  very  weak.  Van  Sivietcn  once  told  me, 
that  he  had  given,  for  an  indolent  chronic  indu- 
ration of  the  tefticles,  lapides  cancrorum,  an  ounce 
in  a  pint  of  good  Auftrian  wine,  or  old  hock,  ta- 
king three  or  four  table-fpoonfuls  every  morning 
and  evening,  with  good  fuccefs.  I  once  tried  this 
remedy,  and  it  anfwered  extremely  well.  Af-* 
ter  Van  Swictcn's  death,  I  met  a  patient  who 
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told  me,  that  he  had  been  cured  by  him  of  an 
hard  fwelled  tefticle,  though  not  from  a  venereal 
caufe,  by  the  fame  remedy ;  and  that  he  had  been 
perfectly  well  ever  fince.  It  is,  however,  to  be 
obferved,  that  we  will  be  fometimes  difappointed 
by  all  thefe  remedies  ;  and  that  the  hard  fwelling, 
of  feveral  months  or  years  Handing,  will  not 
go  off,  except  we  bring  on  the  running. 

A  cancer  oj  the  tejiicle  requires  the  extirpation ; 
but  whenever  a  tefticle  is  cancerous,  or  in  its 
ftructure  difeafed,  we  ought  always  carefully  to 
examine  whether  the  lymphatics  of  the  fpermatic 
cord  are  not  at  the  fame  time  affected  ;  in  this 
cafe,  the  kidney  of  the  fame  fide,  to  which  thofe 
lymphatic  veflels  go,  being  generally  difeafed,  the 
excifion  of  the  tefticle  proves  an  ufelefs  operation, 
and  would  only  expofe,  by  its  fatal  confequences, 
the  furgeon's  reputation. 

We  are  told  by  fome  writers  on  this  fubject, 
that  a  venereal  inflammation  of  the  tefticles  fre- 
quently terminates  in  a  fuppuration.  This  may 
fometimes  be  the  cafe ;  but  never  happened  to 
any  of  my  patients.  I  am  therefore  inclined 
to  believe,  that,  if  it  happens,  it  more  frequent- 
ly proceeds  from  a  bad  treatment,  than  from 
any  other  caufe.  But  perhaps  that  fpecies  of 
venereal  tefticles  which  we  are  told  arifes  from 
a  tainted  mafs,  (if  it  ever  exifts),  is  more  apt 
to  end  in  fuppuration,  than  that  arifmg  from 
a  fuppreffed  gonorrhoea,  which,  as  we  have  feen 
above,  very  feldom  affeds  the  tefticle  itfelf.  One 
particular  cafe,  which  I  faw  eight  years  ago, 
though  not  venereal,  deferves,  perhaps,  to  be  men- 
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tioned  here.  A  young  man  of  twenty  years  of 
age,  afflicted  with  fcrophulous  fwellings  about 
his  neck,  was  arivifed  by  a  phyfician  to  make  ufe 
of  the  decoctum  lignorum ;  but,  following  this 
advice  for  fome  weeks,  he  was  affected  with  a 
cough,  which,  in  a  fortnight  after,  ended  in  an 
haemoptyfis.  Though  he  now  left  off  the  decoc- 
tion, and  made  ufe  of  feveral  other  medicines 
prefcribed  to  him,  the  cough  continued  for  many 
months,  accompanied  with  fpitting  of  blood,  or 
mucus  flreaked  with  blood  occafionally.  Being 
confulted,  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion,  that  his  lungs 
were  affected  with  fcropulous  tubercles,  for 
which  1  knew  no  remedy ;  and  defired  him  to 
confult  the  firft  men  of  the  profeffion  in  the 
place ;  though  the  remedies  ordered  by  them  did 
not  in  the  leaft  alter  his  cough,  he  was  in  other 
refpects  tolerably  well,  eat  with  appetite,  and 
flept  with  cafe.  One  day  he  came  to  me,  and 
complained  of  a  painful  fwelling  on  both  fides 
of  the  inguina,  but  more  fo  on  one  than  on 
the  other.  Upon  examining,  I  found  the  fpei> 
matic  cord  very  much  enlarged.  I  afked  him, 
whether  he  had  made  free  with  the  fex.  He 
declared,  upon  his  honour,  he  had  never  lain 
with  a  woman  in  his  life,  for  fear  of  being  poxed  ; 
but  faid  he  had  had  the  fame  complaint  feveral 
times  before,  and  felt  it  always  whenever  he  was 
in  company  with  young  women  who  flrongly 
excited  defire  ;  that  it  grew  fometimes  extremely 
painful,  infomuch  that  he  avoided  fuch  occafions, 
as  much  as  poilible.  Having  been  in  fuch  a  fi- 
tuation  the  day  before,  the  fame  pain  qme  on; 

but 
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but  had  continued  fo  much  longer  than  ufual, 
t:hat  it  induced  him  to  apply  to  me  for  amftance. 
[[  advifed  him  to  apply  cold  water  to  the  parts, 
which  cured  him  of  his  complaint  in  a  few 
pdays.  Thus  much  I  thought  to  premife  to  what 
(follows. 

Some  months  after,  he  complained  to  me  that 
rone  of  his  tefticles  had  become  very  hard,  with- 
cout  any  apparent  caufe.  Upon  interrogating  him 
sabout  the  ufe  of  women,  he  repeated  the  fame 
cthing  he  had  done  before ;  but  confeffed  that 
lhe  had  frequently  mafturpated  himfelf,  without 
Iknowing  that  fuch  a  practice  could  produce  any 
cdiforder.  I  prefcribed  hemlock,  and  all  the  re- 
ifol vents  the  Materia  Medica  affords,  both  inter- 
inally  and  externally,  but  without  any  effect :  the 
ttefticle  grew  painful,  and  daily  larger ;  and  at  -laft 
Iburft,  and  a  fmall  quantity  of  purulent  matter 
vwas  difcharged.  On  my  return  to  town,  after  an 
sabfence  of  fome  months,  he  told  me,  that  during 
tthat  time  a  fmall  difcharge  had  continued;  and 
tthat  feveral  fibres  like  white  threads  came  away 
ifrom  the  ulcer  every  day.  Upon  examination, 
II  found  the  whole  tefticle  reduced  to  .a  very 
; fmall  fize,  and  the  ulcer  nearly  clofed  up, 
;and  in  a  few  weeks  it  was  quite  healed.  His 
i  cough  continued  during  all  this  time ;  but  he  ap- 
peared not  to.be  more  emaciated. than  when  he 

firft  applied  to  me.  Every  three  or  four  months, 
■when  the  tickling  of  the  cough  feemed  to  in- 
icreafe,  and  he  was  afraid  of  a  fpitting  of  blood, 
ine  was  bled  by  his  own  advice.    The  fpermatic 

cords  were  quite  natural.    The  fame  month  of 
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the  following  year,  the  other  tefticle  became  af- 
fected juft  as  the  former  had  been.  A  furgeon  of 
eminence,  who  had  treated  the  patient  with  me 
the  preceding  year,  was  called  in  during  my  ab- 
fence  ;  and  though  every  thing  was  done  for  him 
which  in  my  opinion  could  have  been  done,  when 
I  returned  back  to  town,  the  complaint  {till  con- 
tinued, and  had  now  lafted  for  ten  weeks.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  feventh  week,  the  tefticle  burft; 
■and  now  whole  pieces  of  the  fpermatic  veflels 
of  the  tefticle  were  every  day  difcharged  from 
the  opening  ;  and  in  three  months  the  tefticle  was 
reduced  to  the  fame  fize  as  the  other,  viz.  to  that 
of  a  fmall  hafel-nut.  There  was  no  fwelling  in 
the  fpermatic  cords  ;  and  the  patient  told  me,  he 
had  ftrictly  followed  my  advice,  and  avoided,  for 
thefe  two  years,  his  bad  cuftom  above  mentioned. 
The  cough  continued  ;  but  by  degrees  reduced 
him  fo  low,  that  he  died  two  years  after. 

The  phyftcian  who  attended  him  laft  informed 
me,  that,  on  opening  the  body,  he  found  a  vo- 
mica in  one  of  his  lungs,  and  many  large  hard 
tumours  or  tubercles  on  both ;  but  he  had  not 
examined  the  tefticles.  From  what  caufe  the 
difeafe  of  the  tefticles  arofe,  whether  from  a 
fcrophulous  complaint,  or  from  mafturpation,  I 
do  not  pretend  to  afcertain  ;  but  I  relate  the  cafe 
only  as  a  very  particular  and  remarkable  one, 
which  mows,  that  there  may  fometimes  happen 
a  fuppuration  of  the  tefticles  even  with  the  great- 
eft  care  and  moft  judicious  treatment. 
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C  H  A  P.  V. 

\Qf  the  Inflammation  and  Induration  of  the 
Prostate  Gland. 


T  Have  nothing  in  particular  to  fay  on  the  in- 
J.  flammation  of  the  proftate  gland,  except  when 
it  arifes  from  a  fuppreffed  gonorrhoea.  In  that 
cafe,  we  ihould  ufe  every  means  pomble  to  re- 
ftore  the  gonorrhoea,  particularly  thofe  recom- 
mended for  fwelled  tefticles  arifing  from  the  fame 
eaufe ;  becaufe,  if  this  inflammation  terminates 
in  fuppu-ration,  whether  the  abfcefs  breaks  into 
the  urethra,  bladder,  inteftinum  rectum,  or  peri- 
neum, it  will  always  be  attended  with  very  difa- 
greeable  confequences.  The  fymptoms  of  an  in- 
flammation or  fwelling  of  this  gland  are  known 
from  the  pain  and  difficulty  of  making  water;  be- 
fides,  if  we  mould  be  doubtful  whence  they  pro- 
ceed, the  finger  will  clearly  teach  us.  If  a  fuppu- 
ration  has  already  taken  place,  we  have  only  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  mercury  internally  and  externally  will 
be  neceffary,  and  afterward  proper  injections,  the 
compofitions  of  which  are  not  particular,  and 
mult  encirely  be  left  to  the  judgment  of  the  prac- 
titioner. 

In  the  induration  or  fcirrhofity  of  this  gland, 
the  remedies  recommended  for  indurated  tefticles 
or  buboes  will  be  ferviceable ;  but  efpecially  bli- 

fters, 
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fters  applied  repeatedly  to  the  perineum,  and 
internally  the  hemlock  in  large  dofes. 

If  a  total  fuppreifion  of  urine  is  to  be  dreaded 
from  the  fcirrhous  fwelling  of  the  proftate,  as  is 
always  fooner  or  later  the  cafe,  every  means  pof- 
fible  ought  to  be  tried  to  bring  on  a  fuppuration 
of  the  gland,  in  order  to  prevent  ftill  more  difa- 
greeable  confequences. 


G  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

(On  the  Ve  nereal   Ischury  and 
Strictures. 

A Total  fuppreffion  of  urine,  occafioned  ei- 
ther by  the  remains  of  a  former  fyphilitic 
(complaint,  or  of  a  prefent  venereal  virus  affe&ing 
tthe  urethra,  or  neck  of  the  bladder,  we  call  a 
Watered  Jfchury ;  and  a  partial  fuppreffion,  or  a 
(difficulty  of  making  water  in  a  continued  and 
natural  ftream,  attended  with  pain,  and  a  fre- 
■  quent  defire  to  make  water,  arifing  from  the 
fame  caufe,  is  commonly,   though  not  always 
properly,  called  a  Striclure. 

When  I  fay,  that  the  name  Striclure,  which  has 
been  given  to  the  latter  complaint,  is  often  a  very 
improper  one,  it  is  becauie  a  partial  fuppreffion 
of  urine,  as  well  as  a  total  one,  may  arile  from 
different  caufes,  among  which  a  ftridiure  or  con- 
ftricfion  of  one  peculiar  part  of  the  urethra  is  only 
a  common  one. 

The  different  caufes  by  which  either  a  partial 
or  total  venereal  fuppreffion  of  urine  is  produced, 
are,  i/?,  An  inflammation  or  fpafmodic  contrac- 
tion of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  from  a  recent 
venereal  gonorrhoea  retropulfed.  idlji  A  chro- 
nic conftriction  or  anguftation  of  one  particu- 
lar part  of  the  urethra,  properly  called  a  Stric- 
ture. 
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ture.  A  compreflion  of  the  neck  of  the  I  1 

bladder  or  urethra,  producing  a  partial  or  total  * 
abolition  of  its  cavity,  by  a  preternatural  fwell-  I  'l 
ing  of  the  proftate  or  of  any  other  gland  of  the  s 
urethra.  ^tblyy  A  prominent  cicatrix  of  a  pre-  11 
ceding  ulcer,  or  a  fungous  excrefcence  in  fome  11 
part  of  the  urethra,  commonly  known  by  the  ^ 
name  Caruncle. 

As  upon  the  perfect  knowledge  of  thefe  caufes  1 
the  radical  cure  of  the  difeafe  entirely  depends, 
we  mail  conntler  them  more  minutely. 

Whenever  the  running  of  a  venereal  gonor-  ! 
rhcea  is  flopped  by  any  caufe  whatever,  the  virus  ( 
feems  to  go  lower  down  into  the  urethra,  and  to  1 
excite  there  a  fimilar  irritation  and  inflammation,  1 
as  it  did  in  its  former  place.  If  it  fixes  its  place 
at  the  caput  gallinaginis,  and  irritates  the  mouths 
of  the  excretory  duels  of  the  feminal  veficles, 
it  produces,  as  we  have  obferved  in  the  fore- 
going chapter,  a  fwelling  of  the  epididymis,  or 
what  is  commonly  called  a  /welled  tejlicle.  If  it 
goes  ftill  lower  down  the  urethra,  and  fettles  at 
the  neck  of  the  bladder,  it  will,  in  thefe  cir- 
cumflances,  not  produce  a  fwelled.  tefticle,  but 
an  irritation,  fpafmodic  contraction,  or  in- 
flammation of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  with  a 
total  or  partial  fuppreffion  of  urine.  The  poi- 
fbn  in  that  cafe,  if  the  complaint  be  pro- 
perly treated,  will  produce  no  other  difeafe  than 
a  fuppreffion  of  urine  for  a  few  days  only :  after 
which  it  will  leave  that  place  ;  and,  on  going  more 
forwards  into  the  urethra,  bring  on  either  a 
fwelled  tefticle,  or,  if  it  returns  to  the  fame  place 
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which  it  originally  occupied,  reproduce  the  run- 
ning, with  the  common  fymptoms  of  a  clap,  and 
ib  by  degrees  at  laft  entirely  go  off,  without  lea- 
ving any  bad  fymptom  behind  it.    But  this  fo 
much  wifhed  for  circumftance  does  not  always 
lhappen  :  the  poifon  lodged  in  the  neck  of  the 
Ibladder  will  fometimes  produce,  befides  a  variety 
of  very  difagreeable  fymptoms,  an  ulceration  in 
tthat  place,  or  in  fome  other  part  of  the  urethra. 
Though  the  difcharge  arihng  from  fuch  an  ulcer 
be,  by  degrees,  partly  or  entirely  flopped,  and 
the  ulcer  itfelf  healed,  we  often  obferve  either  a 
coarctation  of  the  urethra  remaining  at  the  place 
where  the  ulcer  was  ;  or  the  cicatrix  of  the  ul- 
cer forming  a  kind  of  knot  or  protuberance  into 
the  paffage.    Sometimes  alfo  the  ulcers,  on  heal- 
ing, will  form  large  granulations,  or  preternatural 
excrefcences,  which  afterwards  produce  the  fame 
effect  as  a  prominent  cicatrix,  under  the  name 
of  Caruncles  •    or  the  proftate  gland,  or  any  of 
the  glands  of  the  urethra  itfelf,  ulcerated,  form 
a  fungous  excrefcence,  protruding  into  the  ure- 
thra, or  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  thereby  pro- 
duce an  anguftation,  or  a  total  abolition  of  the 
cavity  of  the  paffage.    Anatomical  diffections 
have  alfo  taught  us  lately,  that  two  ulcers  of  the 
urethra  in  oppofite  directions,  or  a  fmgle  but 
large  one,  will  fometimes  partly  grow  together  by 
bands  croffmg  the  cavity  of  the  urethra;  and 
whilft  the  lower  part  of  the  ulceration  remains 
open,  and  continues  the  difcharge  mentioned  in 
the  chapter  on  Gleets,  the  upper  parts  grown  to- 
gether 
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gether  diminifh  or  abolifh  the  cavity  of  the  ure- 
thra, and  thereby  prevent  the  free  paflage  of" 
urine. 

In  fome  of  thefe  cafes  the  patient,  efpecially 
by  living  fober  and  quiet,  is  able  to  make  water 
pretty  freely,  but  wants  a  long  time  in  doing  it., 
But,  on  committing  the  leaft  excefs  in  eating  and 
drinking,  or  by  taking  too  much  exercife,  the  dif-  - 
eafe  grows  evidently  worfe :  the  urine  comes  from 
him  either  in  drops  only,  or  runs  in  a  fmall 
and  interrupted  ftream,  exciting  great  pain  and  r' 
unealinefs  ;  or  the  paflage  is  entirely  flopped,  and  ^ 
thus  endangers  his  life.  The  urine,  in  thefe  cafes,  c 
lometimes,  as  I  have  feen,  forces  its  way  into  the  lj 
rectum,  and  is  evacuated  by  the  anus  ;  or  it  pro-  s 
duces  in  the  urethra,  behind  the  coarctation,  a  f 
dilatation,  erofion,  finufes,  or  a  fiftula,  through 
which  it  is  afterwards  conftantly  difcharged. 

The  further  back  in  the  urethra  this  difeafe  has  i 
its  feat,  the  more  difficult  will  be,  in  general,  its  i 
cure,  and  the  more  danger  awaits  the  patient.  t> 
The  more  inveterate  or  complicated  all  thefe  fpe-  N 
cies  of  the  diforder  are,  the  more  difficult  is  >) 
their  removal.  Thofe  arifing  from  a  callous  oj*  i< 
contracted  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  are  more  eafily  >a 
cured  than  thofe  arifing  from  a  protuberant  cica- 
trix or  from  caruncles.  That  kind  of  ifchury  :c 
which  owes  its  origin  to  a  retropulfion  of  a  recent 
clap,  I  have  obferved  eafier  and  fooner  to  be  re-  bl 
moved  than  all  others ;  that  arifing  from  a  fcir-  to 
rhous  proftate  is  fometimcs,  but  not  always,  in-  It; 
curable  j  but  for  an  ifchury  arifing  from  a  fun-  is 
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:'Ous  excrefcence  in  the  urethra,  I  know  of  no  re- 
medy. 

Method  of  Treatment, 

The  firft  thing,  if  we  are  called  in  to  a  patient 
effected  with  a  venereal  fuppreflion  of  urine,  is, 
o  inquire  or  fearch  for  the  caufe  of  the  dii- 
)>rder,  w  Hither  it  arifes  from  a  retropulfion  of  a 
ecent  gonorrhoea,  or  from  o]d  complaints  within 
!he  urethra.    Our  chief  aim,  in  both  cafes,  being 
•  o  remove  the  ifchury,  we  ought  to  examine, 
v.Ji,  Whether  the  difeafe  is  ftill  merely  local,  or 
whether  there  is  a  general  irritation  of  the  fyftem. 
f  the  patient  has  a  quick  and  hard  pulfe,  bleeding 
s  neceflary.    The  quantity  of  blood  to  be  taken 
s  regulated  by  the  Hate  of  the  pulfe  and  confti- 
ution  of  the  patient.    A  man  of  a  ftrong  habit, 
))r  of  a  plethoric  conftitution,  will  bear  the  lofs  of 
u  pound ;  whereas  half  that  quantity  taken,  will 
operate  fufnciently,,  and  have  the  fame  effect,  up- 
)ii  a  delicate  and  more  tender  habit.    It  ought, 
apwever,  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  fuch  cafes,  the 
>atient  will  reap  more  benefit  from  one  copious 
bleeding,  than  from  two  or  three  fmall  ones  fuc- 
tefftvely  made  one  after  the  other.    This  being 
lone,  or  when  the  fyftem  is  not  affedled,  the 
ladder,  if  much  diftended,  ought  to  be.  evacua- 
:ed,  and  the  catheter  applied  for  that  purpofe. 
its  application,  Jiowever,  in  thofe  circumftances, 
fometimes  very  dimcult,  nay,  even  impomble. 
iHiis  is  certainly  often  owing  to  the  caufe  of  the 
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diforder ;  but  much  depends  upon  fkilful  ma- 
nagement of  the  furgeon. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  introduction  of  the  ca- 
theter, (after  the  patient  has  been  bleeded,  which, 
if  necefTary,  mould  always  precede),  I  have  ex- 
•   perienced  the  following  management  to  be  ufeful. 
The  catheter  being  anointed  with  fweet  oil,  is  to 
be  introduced  gently.    As  foon  as  we  meet  with, 
any  obftacle,  care  ought  to  be  taken  i^>t  to  force 
it,  but  to  wait  a  little,  and  then  try  to  pufli  it  on 
again  gently ;  becauie  this  obftacle  feems  fome- 
times  to  arifc  folely  from  a  momentaneous  fpafm 
of  the  urethra,  excited  by  the  mechanical  irrita- 
tion of  the  cacheter  itfelf,  which,  if  we  difcon- 
tinue  pufhing,  frequently  goes  off  in  a  few  mi- 
nutes, and  the  catheter  is  then  eafily  introduced 
further;  whereas  if  we  go  on  pufhing,  in  that 
cafe  the  fpafm  grows  more  violent,  and  renders 
the  introduction  often  utterly  impoffible.    It  is 
owing,  probably,  to  this  fpafm  that  we  fee  fome- 
times  that  one  furgeon  is  able  to  introduce  ity 
while  another,  though  by  no  means  of  inferior 
fkill  and  capacity,  had  before  tried  it  in  vain.  If 
the  obftacle  be  at  the  caput  gallinaginis,  or  higher 
up,  we  may  very  often  remove  it  by  introducing 
a  finger  in  the  anus,  and  thus  aflifling  the  cathe- 
ter.   I  have  feen  inftances  where  the  introduction 
of  the  catheter  proved  impoflible  as  long  as  the 
patient  was  lying  in  bed ;  whereas  it  went  in  very 
readily  on  the  patient's  fitting  on  the  edge  of  the 
bedftead^  his  feet  hanging  down.    1  have  alfo  ob- 
ferved  where  a  larger  catheter  was  eafily  introdu- 
ced, after  a  fmaller  one  had  been  repeatedly  triec 
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xithout  fuccefs. — I  have  been  perhaps  too  full  in 
enumerating  all  thefe  circumftances :  but  I  am 
onfident,  that,  by  a  careful  attention  to  one  or 
ihe  other  of  thefe  points,  we  may  not  only  often 
pare  our  patients  a  great  deal  of  pain,  but,  what 
s  perhaps  more  material,  prevent  a  lues  taking 
place ;   which  eanly  happens  when,  by  a  rude 
rcatment,  the  urethra  has  been  wounded.   I  have 
pertainly  &en  the  moft  evident  venereal  fymptoms 
aarife  in  the  habit  from  fuch  a  caufe,  where  the 
jpatient  had  no  other  complaint  before  but  an  if- 
(chury  from  a  fimple  retropulfed  clap.     If  the 
^coarctation  of  the  urethra  be  fo  great  as  to  re- 
tfufe,  even  under  the  juft-mentioned  precautions, 
any  catheter  whatfoever,  an  application  of  a  fmall 
ccatgut  will  fometimes  fucceed,  and  prove  highly 
(beneficial.    If  the  danger  is  not  fo  great,  viz.  the 
Ibladder  not  very  much  diftended,  an4  confe- 
iquently  the  immediate  difcharge  of  urine  not  fo 
jprefTing,  and  the  introduction  of  the  catheter 
iproves  very  difficult,  fome  other  means  to  pro- 
cure a  difcharge  of  urine  ought  to  be  applied; 
■  of  which  I  have  found  the  following  the  moil 
(efficacious  and  ufeful.    A  common  glyfter,  mix- 
ed with  fome  honey  or  lenitive  electuary^  fhould 
be  adminiftered,  in  order  to  evacuate  the  fe- 
ces, and  thereby  to  prevent  the  conftant  flinau- 
lus  which  their  accumulation  is  apt  to  excite. 
As  foon  as  the  fseces  are  evacuated,  a  glyfter  of 
equal  quantities  of  barley-water  and  linfeed  oil, 
with  a  full  dofe  of  the  tindura  Thebaica,  mould 
be  adminiftered,  and  occafionally  repeated.  Every 
kind  of  medicine  or  food  apt  to  go  through  the 
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urinary  paffages,  fhould  be  carefully  avoided  ; 
and,  for  the  fame  reafon,.  the  patient  fhould  not 
drink  even  more  of  barley-water,  or  of  the  folu- 
tion  of  gum  arable,  than  is  neceffary  to  quench 
his  thirfh  He  fhould  likewife,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances,  be  put  in  a  warm  bath,  tempered 
with  milk  or  decoction  of  bran,  for  half  an  hour 
or  an  hour,  and  the  fame  be  repeated  four  or  five 
hours  after ;  or,  what  I  have  found  often  very 
ferviceable,  he  fhould  fit  upon  a  perforated  chair, 
and  expofe  his  private  parts  to  the  fleam  of 
hot  water  mixed  with  vinegar.  If  he  be  reft- 
lefs  and  feverifh,  bleeding  will  fometimes  be  pro- 
per, and  after  it  a  full  dofe  of  laudanum  fhould 
be  adminiftered  to  him  in  the  evening.  The  ju- 
dicious application  of  thefe  remedies  will  fome- 
times anfwer  in  the  mod  defperate  circumflances. 

I  faw  once,  in  a  fuppremon  of  urine,  where 
there  was  no  catheter  at  hand,  that  a  roafl- 
ed  onion,  applied  to  the  perineum,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  an  old  woman,  had  the  effect,  fo  that, 
two  hours  after  the  application,  the  urine  flowed  I 
plentifully  :  and,  in  another  cafe,  the  life  of  an 
eminent  phylician  in  the  army  was  faved  by  co- 
vering the  glans  penis  with  the  frefh  pellicle  of  an 
egg  found  between  the  fhell  and  albumen.  As? 
foon  as  the  pellicle,  growing  dry,  began  to  con- 
tract, the  urine  began  to  flow  plentifully ;  but  on  llor 
applving  it  the  fecond  time,  two  days  after,  when  Hrr. 
the  fuppreflion  of  urine  unexpectedly  returned,  it  l:r 
proved,  as  the  pcrfon  who  recommended  it  fore-  Ibi; 
told  us,  inefficacious,  and  the  patient  died.  Per-  Rn 
haps  the  volatile  liniment,  or  a  blifter,  applied  to||lli,. 
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lithe  perinseum,  would  produce  the  fame  effect, 
hwith  more  certainty,  and  quicker,  than  the  re- 
bmedies  did  in  the  two  cafes  related. 

If  we  have  been  fo  happy  as  to  evacuate  the 
pladder  either  by  the  application  of  the  catheter, 
lor  by  fuch  other  means  as  have  been  now  men- 
tioned, our  next  care  will  be,  to  prevent  a  frefh 
.accumulation  of  urine,  and  to  remove  as  foon  as 
[poffible  the  caufe  of  the  fuppreffion.    The  firft 
.will  be  effected  by  continuing  the  fame  remedies  j 
sand  efpecially  (as  has  been  recommended  by  fome 
vwriters)  by  leaving  the  catheter  within  the  ure- 
thra.  This,  however,  none  of  the  patients,  whom 
II  have  hitherto  treated,  were  able  to  comply  with. 
'They  fuffered  fo  much  from  keeping  the  common 
catheters  applied,  whether  made  of  iilver  or  fteel, 
'flexible  or  inflexible,  as  made  them  conceive,  that 
the  pain  which  would  arife  from  a  repeated  appli- 
cation of  the  catheter,  or  from  a  frelh  accumula- 
tion of  urine  in  the  bladder,  could  not  poifibly  be 
greater;  and  therefore  withdrew  the  catheter,  tho* 
::hey  were  very  deiirous  to  have  retained  it  if  they 
had  found  it  poffible.  To  guard  againfl  this  incon- 
venience, I  could  never  find  out  a  remedy,  till  I 
ried  the  catheters  invented  by  Mr  Theden,  firft 
furgeon  in  the  army  of  the  king  of  Pruffia.  They 
ure  made  of  a  golden  wire  covered  with  caoutchouc 
Dr  elafhic  refin :  their  application  is  not  only,  in 
many  inftances,   eafier  than  that  of  the'  com- 
mon catheters,  or  of  hollow  bougies  of  any  kind ; 
out  alfo,  in  all  inftances  in  which  I  tried  them,  I 
Found  the  patients  could  keep  them  applied,  after 
:he  urine  was  difcharged,  with  much  lefs  incon- 
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venience.     They  are  therefore,  in  thofe  cafes,  ] 
much  preferable  to  any  other.    But  if  we  have 
none  of  thefe  catheters  at' hand,  which  muft  be  I 
the  cafe  as  long  as  they  are  fo  difficult  to  be  got  ] 
and  fo  high  in  price  *,  we  muft  liften  to  the  pa- 
tient's fufferings,  withdraw  the  catheter  as  foon  ; 
as  it  becomes  too  troublefome,  and  have  recourfe 
immediately  to  fuch  remedies  as  will  tend  to  pre-,] 
vent  the  return  of  the  fuppreffion. 

To  fuch  as  are  in  poffeihon  of  any  of  thofe  ela- 
ftic  catheters,  the  following  rules,  to  be  obferved  > 
in  their  application,  may  perhaps  be  acceptable. 

The  elaltic  catheter,  after  being  anointed  with  \ 
fweet  oil,  is  introduced  in  the  common  manner. 
The  furgeon,  as  ufual,  gently  draws  with  one 
hand  the  urethra  towards  him,  and  holding  the  ■ 
catheter  with  the  fingers  of  the  other,  always  at 
a  diftance  of  an  inch  or  two  from  the  glans,  gra- 
dually introduces  it ;  whilft  this  is  performing, 
the  catheter  generally  enters  the  bladder,  without 
any  particular  direction  from  the  hand  of  the 
operator.    If  any  refnlance  be  found,  the  rules 
mentioned  above  are  to  be  obferved,  to  facilitate 
the  introduction  ;  but  if  the  refinance  be  at  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  there  is  nothing  more  to  be 
done,  than  gently  pufhing  the  inftrument  forr 
ward,  at  the  fame  time  turning  it  from  the  right 
to  the  left;  for  by  turning  it  in  the  oppofite  dir 
rection,  the  fpiral  windings  of  the  gold- wire  of 
Mr  Theden's  catheter  would  be  feparated.    If  the 
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jifurgeon  finds  the  obflacle  greater,  he  mould,  as  I 
Maid  above,  ftop  the  introduction  till  the  contrac- 
tion or  fpafm  of  the  fphincler  vehca?,  and  the  re- 
ififtanee,  ceafes,  which  happens  for  the  mod  part 
iin  a  very  fhort  time,  when  he  is  enabled  to  go 
tthrough  the  paffage  eafily.    This  catheter  is  intro- 
duced, like  a  common  one,  according  to  circum- 
iilances  with  or  without  a  probe.    After  remain- 
iing  in  the  urethra  for  fome  time,  on  being  ex- 
•tracled,  it  is  generally  very  foft,  and  therefore 
unfit  for  being  ufed  again  until  it  has  been  clean- 
sed and  dried,  and  put  for  a  little  time  in  a  cold 
iplace ;  which  operation  reftores  it  to  its  former 
firm  texture.    The  method  of  cleanfing  it  is,  to 
•wafh  the  outride  with  water,  and  like  wife  the  ca- 
vity with  the  fame  applied  by  rinfing.    For  clean- 
fing and  drying  its  infide,  a  long  needle  with  a 
filk  thread  will  be  mod  fit  and  adequate.  When 
about  to  be  ufed,  and  found  to  be  too  ft  iff,  it  may 
be  foftened  by  keeping  it  a  little  in  the  hand,  or 
holding  it  near  the  fire. 

But  if  all  our  endeavours  to  introduce  any  ca^- 
theter  or  catgut  have  proved  unfuccefsful,  and 
the  danger  of  a  rupture  of  the  bladder,  from  its 
diftention,  be  imminent,  the  urine  muft  be  at  all 
events  difcharged.  This  mould,  therefore,  not  be 
deferred  too  long ;  and  may  be  done,  according 
to  the  feat  of  the  diforder,  either  by  an  incifion 
into  the  urethra  behind  the  flricture,  or  feat  of 
the  ftoppage ;  or  if  that  feat  be  in  the  neck  or  the 
bladder,  and  the  incifion  and  introduaion  of 
the  trocar  in  that  place  perhaps  be  found  too 

difficult  for  the  furgeon,  the  bladder  may  bg 
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tapped  through  the  anus,  or  an  incifion  made 
above  the  fymphyfis  pubis,  and  the  bladder  be 
tapped  in  this  place,  under  the  peritoneum ;  which 
is  not  a  very  difficult  nor  painful  operation, 
and  becomes  neceflary  to  fave  the  life  of  the  pa- 
tient. 

Thefe  are  the  means  generally  ufeful  to  give 
relief  to  the  patient,  in  all  cafes  of  ifchuria  tin- 
thralls. 

But,  to  cure  that  diforder  radically,  its  caufe, 
as  I  faid,  ought  to  be  removed ;  which  is  effecled, 
according  to  its  nature,  by  different  methods. 

If  the  ifchury  proceeds  from  a  recent  retropul- 
fion  of  a  venereal  gonorrhoea,  the  running  muft 
be  brought  on,  and  the  clap  recalled.  For  this, 
purpofe,  befides  the  general  remedies  before  men- 
tioned, the  fteam  of  hot  water,  alone  or  mixed 
with  vinegar,  the  volatile  liniment,  &c.  applied 
to  the  perinamm,  I  have  feen  and  experien- 
ced many  times  to  be  the  moft  efficacious  re- 
medies to  remove  the  venereal  poifon  from  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  bring  on  the  running 
afrefh.  I  jecommend  the  fufpenfion  of  the  te- 
fticles  during  the  application  of  the  fteam;  be- 
caufe  I  have  feen  inftances  where  the  poifon,  lea- 
ving the  heck  of  the  bladder,  iiiftead  of  returning 
to  its  original  feat  under  the  framum,  has  fettled 
at  the  caput  gallinaginis,  and  thereby  excited  a 
fwelling  of  the  tefticle ;  which  I  have  never  ob- 
ferved  fmce  1  took  the  above  precaution.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  patient  mould  keep  quietly  in  bed, 
and  warm  poultices  mould  be  conftantly  applied 
to  the  genital  parts,  and  the  accumulation  of  the 
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liaeces  be  carefully  avoided  by  glyfters.  Emetics 
Ire,  occafionally,  as  ufeful  in  this  cafe  as  they  are 
in  Iwelled  tefticles;  and  the  internal  ufe  of  opiates 
produces,  in  many  inftances,  a  fpeedy  effect.  As 
^bon  as  the  venereal  poifbn,  on  leaving  the  neck 
»f  the  bladder,  occupies  again  its  original  place, 
!he  runnins:  is  re-eftablifhed,  and  then  to  be  cu- 
red  as  gonorrhoea!  in  general  are ;  only  the  pa- 
rient  ought  to  'take  the  greateft  care  to  avoid  all 
die  caufes  which  are  apt  to  bring  on  a  fimilar 
*etropuKion ;  as  we  fee  daily,  that  fuch  a  retro- 
ikilfion,  once  taken  place,  is  eafily  brought  on  a 
Recond  time,  and  fometimes  by  the  flightefl  occa- 
sion. 

I  muft,  moreover,  obferve,  that  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
aafter  the  ifchury  is  removed,  I  always' found  the 
iinternal  ufe  of  mercury  neceffary  for  a  radical 
[cure ;  having  feen  feveral  inftances  where  the  ab- 
sorption of  the  virus  took  place  during  the  fup- 
rpreffion,  and  excited  afterwards  evident  fymptoms 
cof  its-  prefence  in  the  mafs,  though  the  local  com- 
iplaint  of  the  genitals  was  perfectly  cured. 

If  the  fuppreffion^rifes  from  a  chronic  comr 
[plaint  of  the  urethra,  fuch  as  from  a  ftri&ure  ac- 
companied with  an  ulcer  of  the  urethra,  or  an 
terolion  of  the  excretory  ducts  of  the  proftate 
gland  or  the  feminal  veficles,  this  caufe  muft  be 
removed  according  to  the  rules  laid  down  under 
the  article  Gleets  and  Venereal  Ulcers. 

If  the  ftricture  arifes  from  a  fimple  conftriction 
of  one-  particular  place  of  the  urethra,  without 
any  ulceration,  our  endeavours  mufl  be  to  dilate 
this  coarctation :  which  owes  its  origin  either  to 
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an  ulcer  healed  up,  by  which  the  whole  circum- 
ference of  the  urethra  is  leffened  ;  or  to  a  promi- 
nent cicatrix  or  calldfity,'occanoned  by  a  previous 
ulcer.  This  is  moft  effectually  obtained  by  a  long- 
continued  ufe  of  bougies,  beginning  with  the 
fmaller  ones,  and  fo  going  on  gradually  until  the 
patient  is  able  to  bear  thofe  of  the  largeft  fize. 
This  bougie  he  is  to  keep,  in  t^ie  beginning,  for 
a  quarter  or  half  an  hour,  and  afterwards,  if  he 
can  bear  it,  for  feveral  hours,  morning  and  even- 
ing. If  a  bougie  of  elaftic  refin  be  at  hand,  this 
precaution  is  hardly  ever  neceflary,  as  they,  grow- 
ing foft  and  flelh-like  in  the  urethra,  produce 
little  or  no  uneafinefs But  as  this  kind  of  coarc- 
tation or  tincture  is  fometimes  fo  very  fmall  that 
it  does  not  even  admit  the  fmalleft  bougie,  the  ap- 
plication of  a  fmall  catgut  is  an  excellent  invention. 
The  catgut  once  introduced,  and  left  for  fome  time 
in  the  urethra,  begins  to  fwell,-  by'  which  the  co- 
arctatcd  paffage  inlcnfibly  enlarges ;  fo  that,  up- 
on withdrawing  it  the  firfl  time,  the  patient  is 
fometimes  able  to  make  water,  with  unexpected 
eafe ;  and  the  next  time  a  larger  may  be  eafily  in- 
troduced, and  have  the  fame  good  effect. — If  by 
thele  means  we  have  by  degrees  dilated  the  ure- 
thra io  far  as  to  admit  the  largeft  catgut,  a  bougie 
may  be  introduced  :  the  ufe  of  which  is  to  be 
continued  for  feveral  weeks  after  he  is  perfectly 
cured  and  able  to  make  water  in  one  large  conti- 
nued natural  ftream. 

If  the  coarctation  does  not  even  admit  of  a  cat- 
gut, and  the  feat  of  the  diforder  is  at  a  place 
which  we  can  come  at,  an  incifion  into  the  urethra 

behind 
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)chind  the  coarctation  is,  as  I  have  faid  above,  the 
mod  advifable  :  by  thefe  means,  the  urine  will  be 
llifcharged  through  the  incifion,  whenever  necef- 
lary,  and  the  return  of  the  fupprefiion  thereby 
fiectually  prevented.  •  We  may  afterwards  eafily 
ii late  the' wound,  palling  the  knife  through  the 
Toarclation  ;  and  then  introduce  a  bougie,  which 
[the  patient  is  to  wear  until  the  ftricture  is  removed 
?and  the  whole  healed  up,  and  thus  the  complaint 
rradically  cured.  The  lame  method  will  be  alfo  fome- 
ttimes  neceffary  if  the  urine  accumulated  behind 
tthe  coarctation  has  forced  its  way  either  through 
tthe  inteftinum  rectum,  in  which  cafe  the  patient 
nvill  void  his  urine  with  the  fasces  through  the 
anus,  or  by  a  fiflulous  opening  through  the  peri- 
neum.   But,  in  thefe  cafes,  it  will  be  in  general 
neceffary  to  let  him  go  through  a  courfe  of  mer- 
curials before  we  proceed  to  the  operation  of  the 
fiftula ;  otherwife  we  fhall  find  ourfelves  very  of- 
ten difappointed  in  curing  this  latter :  if  he  has 
not  itrength  enough  to  undergo  fuch  a  courfe,  as 
is  frequently  the  cafe,  he  is  to  be  prepared  by  a 
proper  diet  and  medicine.    On  performing  this 
latter  operation,  an  incifion  mult  alfo  be  made 
through  the  ftricture,  the  original  caufe  and  feat 
of  the  diforder;  and  the  patient  is  to  wear  a  bougie 
during  the  cure,  and  for  fome  time  afterwards,  as 
in  the  cafe  juft  before  mentioned. 

If  the  ifchury  arifes  from  excrefcences  or  ca- 
runcles, as  they  are  commonly  called,^  it  has 
been  advifed,  by  one  of  our  mod  ingenious  fur- 
geons  in  London,  to  introduce  a  covered  cauftic 

into 
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into  the  urethra  to  the  caruncle,  and  apply  it 
thereto.  To  perform  this  properly,  an  inftrument 
has  been  invented:  but' whether  this  application 
is  attended  with  fafety  and  fuccefs  in  practice, 
I  have  as  yet  had  no  opportunity  to  afcertain. — 
The  incifion  of  the  urethra  at  the  place  where 
the  feat  of  the  diforder  lies,  and  the  cutting  out 
of  thole  extraneous  bodies,  has  been  propofed  by 
others.  But  I  have  never  yet  heard  of  any  cafe 
where  this  operation  had  been  performed. 

In  a  fcirrhofity  or  hard  fwelling  of  the  proftate, 
or  a  fungous  excrefcence  of  the  fame  gland,  all 
the  remedies  recommended  for  refolving  fuch  a 
fwelling  ought  to  be  tried;  and  if  they  fail,  we 
fhould  endeavour  to  bring  the  gland  rather  to  a 
fuppuration,  than  to  let  a  diforder  increafe  which 
fd  frequently  proves  fatal. 

If  a  fwelling  of  any  of  the  fmaller  glands  of  the 
urethra  mould  prove  the  caufe  of  the  ifchury,  and 
the  mod  powerful  refolvents  fhould  prove  ineffec- 
tual, I  would  advife  my  patient  rather  to  have  the 
extirpation  of  the  tumour  performed,  than  to  live 
in  the  conftant  anxiety  about  the  dreadful  confer 
quences  from  his  complaint. 
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CHAP.  VII. 
On  Venereal  Ulcers. 


A  N  ulcer  arifing  in  any  part  of  the  body  from 

&  a  venereal  caufe  is  called  a  venereal  ulcer,  or 
commonly  a  Jloanker  (or  chancre) ;  a  name  adopt- 
ced,  probably,  to  exprefs  its  corroding  nature. 

Venereal  ulcers  owe  their  origin  either  to  a  pri- 
mary or  to  a  fecondarj  inficlioti ;  viz.  to  the  venereal 
virus  originally  applied,  or  depofited  from  a  tainted 
imafs  on  the  furface  of  the  body.  Both  kinds  may 
arife  on  any  part  of  the  body ;  but  they  appear  more 

:quently  upon  parts  which  are  not  covered  with 
I  the  cuticle  ;  fuch  as  the  glans  penis,  the  infide  of 
the  prepuce,  the  urethra,  the  labia  pudendi,  nym- 
phse,  lips,  mouth,  nipples,  8cc.  Of  internal  ve- 
:nereal  ulcers  we  have  not  yet,  as  far  as  I  know, 
;any  authentic  obfervation. 

Though  venereal  ulcers,  as  I  have  juft  now 
obferved,  do  generally  and  moft  frequently  ap- 
pear only  on  parts  which  are  not  covered  with 
the  cuticle,  efpecially  in  the  glans,  prepuce, 
mouth,  &c.  yet  we  meet  not  unfrequently 
with  cafes  where  they  affect  parts  covered  with 
the  cuticle;  as  the  penis,  fcrotum,  thigh,  8cc. 
There  are  likewife  inftances  where  furgeons  per- 
forming fome  operations,  or  perfons  affifhng  in 
the  delivery  of  women,  have  had  the  misfortune  of 
being  affeded  with  venereal  ulcers  in  their  hands 

or 
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or  arms.   In  all  cafes  of  this  latter  kind,  the  poi-  t; 
fon  feemed  to  me  univerfally  to  operate  more  11 
powerfully  than  when  originally  applied  to  the  f 
parts  not  covered  with  the  cuticle,  or  when  de-  l! 
pouted  from  a  tainted  mafs.    I  know  a  midwife,  ^ 
who,  having  been  infected  in  this  manner  feve-  1 
ral  years  ago,  {till  fuffers  from  the  difeafe ;  and  1 
we  have  another  inftance  in  this  metropolis,  of  c 
an  eminent  male  practitioner  in  the  fame  art,  c 
who,  by  delivering  an  infected  woman,  got  ulcers  1 
in  his  hand,  and  at  this  prefent  time  ftill  labours  ( 
under  the  confequences,  though  it  is  now  three  1 
years  fince  he  received  the  infection. — I  know  a  c 
gentleman  who,  wounding  his  finger  by  accident 
with  a  penknife,  expofed  it  the  fame  evening  to  1 
infection,  without  fufpecting  any  bad  confequen-  1 
ces  :  the  wound  changed  in  two  days  to  a  very 
bad,  venereal  ulcer,  accompanied  with  a  painful  ! 
and  obitinate  fwelling  of  the  whole  arm  together 
with  a  bubo  under  the  arm-pit,  and  fymptoms  ] 
of  a  general  infection.  1 
Though  I  have  with  the  greateft  care  attended  1 
to  all  the  cafes  of  this  kind  which  fell  under  my 
obfervation,  I  could  not  difcover,  in  the  confti- 
tutions  of  the  patients,  any  particular  caufe  of  I 
fuch  violent  fymptoms.     In  two  inltances,  the  I 
patient  before  and  afterwards  had  venereal  ulcers 
in  places  Hot  covered  with  the  cuticle,  and  the 
poifon  there  produced  the  common  fymptoms 
only.    It  feems  therefore  probable  to  me,  that,  in 
order  to  excite  primary  venereal  ulcers  upon  a 
place  covered  with  the  cuticle,  the  virus  mult  ei- 
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ther be  extremely  acrid  in  its  nature,  or  produce 
niore  violent  effects  on  account  of  its  being  ap- 
plied to  parts  which  have  no  mucus  to  dilute 
it,  or  to  defend  themfelves  from  its  acrimony. 
We  obferve,  at  lead  very  feldom,  fuch  violent 
and  obftinate  effects  in  primary  venereal  ulcers 
mpon  parts  not  covered  with  the  cuticle,  or  in  le- 
condary  ones  arifing  upon  any  part  of  the  furface 
<of  the  body.    This  is  owing  moft  probably,  in 
the  former  cafe,  to  the  poifon  meeting  with  a 
(quantity  of  mucus  to  dilute  it,  and  in  the  latter 
I  to  its  having  been  diluted,  or  undergone  fome 
(change  by  its  previous  mixture  with  the  mafs. 

Venereal  ulcers,  though  arifing  from  a  primary 
infection,  are  either  local  or  uninjerfal ;  viz.  the 
venereal  virus  having  been  applied  to  the  part, 
and,  by  its  ftimulus,  produced  an  irritation  and 
fubfequent  erofion,  is  confined  fhill  to  that  part 
only ;  or  it  has  been  already  abforbed  into  the 
mafs,  and  thereby  infects  the  whole  body.  This 
diftinction  is  ufeful  and  neceffary  in  practice  ;  ul- 
cers of  the  latter  kind,  like  thofe  arifing  from  a 
fecondary  infection,  never  being  curable  without 
a  courfe  of  medicines  which  purify  the  mafs  from 
the  venereal  infection ;  whereas  the  former  may 
be  cured  by  mere  local  applications. 

But  here  I  muft  take  notice  of  another  di- 
ftinction which  is  of  the  greateft  importance  in 
practice,  and  to  which  writers  on  this  fubject 
feem  hitherto  not  to  have  paid  due  attention. 
Ulcers  arifing  on  the  genitals  are,  now-a-.days, 
fometimes  after  the  flighteft  examination,  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  pronounced  to  be  venereal,  and  treated 
as  fuch :  yet  it  is  certain,  and  daily  experience 
ihows,  that  ulcers,  both  of  the  fauces  and  geni- 
tals, may,  in  our  days  as  well  as  in  the  days  of  Ccl- 
fus,  arife  from  acrimonies  or  miafmata  which 
have  nothing  in  common  with  the  venereal  virus; 
However,  by  not  attending  properly  to  this  point, 
I  have  not  only  feen  the  honour  of  innocent  per- 
sons brought  into  queftion,  but  patients,  by  an 
improper  treatment,  reduced  to  a  miferable  iitu- 
ation. 

But  the  more  dreadful  confequences  I  have! 
obferved,  when-  ulcers  of  the  mouth  and  fau- 
ces, occasioned  by  the  ufe  of  mercury  itfelfj 
efpecially  under  a  falivation,  are  miftaken ;  or 
when  ulcers  are  confounded  with  venereal  onesj 
which  at  fTrft  really  owed  their  origin  to  the 
venereal  virus,  but  during  a  mercurial  couife 
aflume  a  different  appearance,  and  feem  to  have 
entirely  changed  their  venereal  nature  :  in- 
ftead  of  healing,  to  which  point  they  feem- 
ed  to  approach, ,  they  now  prove  not  only  ob-^ 
ftinate,  but,  yielding,  a  thin  ichorous  difcharge, 
grow  worle  under  the  continuation  of  the  fame 

remedy,  and  fpread  further  and  further.  To 

Ihow  the  importance  of  thefe  diftinjftions  more 
evidently,  I  mail  fubjoin  - an  account  of  a  few 
cafes  relating  to  that  fubject ;  but  fpeak  more 
efpecially  about  their  nature  below,  under  the 
head  of  Venereal  Complaints  incurable  by  Mer- 
cury. 

A  gentleman  twenty-one  years  of  age,  of  fi 
ftrong  plethoric  conflitution,  confulted  me  fome 

time 
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!time  ago  about  a  chancre,  as  he  called  it,  of  the 
(glans  penis,  with  which  he  had  been  afflicted  for 
tei'ght  or  nine  months.  He  had  confulted,  at  the 
[time  he  got  it,  an  eminent  furgeon  at  Dublin, 
'who  prefcribed  a  courfe  of  mercurials.  He  was 
ifalivated :  but  the  ulcer  not  healing,  mercurial 
ifumigations  were  applied  for  fome  time  to  the 
?part  affected ;  by  which  the  ulcer  feemed  to  grow 
ftjfcfs,  and  of  a  better  appearance,  but  did  not  heal. 
)He  was  therefore  advifed  to  a  fecond  mercurial 
< courfe,  with  different  preparations  of  mercury 
linternally  and  externally;  but,  under  this  courfe, 
ithe  ulcus  grew  larger,  deeper,  and  in  every  re- 
ifpect  worfe.  In  that  condition  he  came  to  Lon- 
(don,  and  confulted  me.  Upon  examining  his  cafe, 
II  found  a  large  deep  ulcer  of  the  glans,  with  hard 

and  prominent  borders,  extremely  fenlible  upon 
:the  leaft  touch  :  its  balls  appeared  reddim  and 
ipretty  clean  ;  but  the  difcharge  feemed  to  be 
1  of  an  acrid  corrofive  nature,  by  which,  indeed, 
lhalf  the  glans  was  already  confumed.  I  told 
Ihim  that  I  had  feen  feveral  ulcers  of  this  kind 
Ibefore;  that  it  was  not  of  a  venereal  nature; 
fand  that  mercury,  according  to  my  obfervation, 
wvas,  in  that  kind  of  ulcers,  no  fit  remedy  :  that  I 
(could  cure  him,  but  that  it  would  require  at  lead 
(two  or  three  months  time;  upon  which  he  left  me, 
ipromiling  he  would  call  the  next  day  and  put  him- 

felf  under  the  cure  :  he  did  not,  and  I  heard  no 
imore  of'  him  till  four  months  after,  when  he 
ifent  for  me.  His  complexion  was  lively  and  frefh 
when  I  faw  him  firft;  but  was  now  of  fuchafickly 

and  cacliedic  appearance,  that  I  hardly  knew  him. 
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•His  ftory  was  as  follows :  That,  having  been 
diffatisfied  with  my  firft  opinion  upon  his  cafe, 
and  with  the  advice  I  gave  him,  he,  at  the  defire 
of  a  friend,  had  thought  proper  to  confult  ano- 
ther perfon  :   That,  after  a  clofe  examination, 
this  perfon  had  pronounced  his  ulcer  venereal, 
and  had  affured  him  that  nothing  but  mercury 
could  cure  him  ;  that  he  had  not  taken  enough 
of  mercury,    nor  the  preparation  which  was 
deemed  beft  in  thofe  cafes ;  and  that,  far  from 
two  or  three  months  being  required  for  curing 
him,  his  prefcriptions  would  effect  a  radical  cure 
in  three  or  four  weeks  time :  That,  upon  thefe 
affurances,  he  had  immediately  fubmitted  to  a 
new  mercurial  courfe,  which  had  brought  on  a 
gentle  falivaticn  ;  but  with  fo  little  effect,  that 
though  the  ulcus  feemed  to  grow  remarkably 
better  during  the  firft  three  or  four  weeks,  it  af- 
terwards, inftead  of  healing,  had  corroded  the 
reft  of  the  glans  with  part  of  the  urethra.  Upon 
which  another  furgeon  was  called  in  confultation,  1 
who  advifing  the  amputation  of  the  part  affected,  i 
and  the  former  refufing  to  perform  it,  he  had  refol- 
ved  to  drop  their  further  advice,  and  to  hear  mine  a 
once  more.    I  found  the  part  very  much  fwelled,  c 
the  prepuce  affected  with  a  perfect  phy  mofis,  and  the  i 
urine  difcharging  through  three  or  four  different  t! 
holes.  I  advifed  him  therefore  to  have  the  prepuce  ; 
cut,  in  order  to  fee  the  ftate  of  the  ulceraration,  e 
to  clean  the  ulcer,  or  to  apply  fuch  medicines  t 
as  mould  be  thought  proper.    Internally  I  pre-  ji 
fcribed  him  fome  ftrengthening  medicines.    He  v 
ufed  thefe  for  eight  or  ten  days :  but  the  operation]  fc 

he 
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he  put  off  from  day  to  day ;  when  he  was  advifed 
by  one  of  his  friends  to  confult  another  phyfician, 
who,  by  means  of  a  decoction  of  hemlock  and 
ginfeng  root,  promifed  to  do  fomething  more  for 
him  than  hitherto  had  been  done.  This  decoc- 
tion he  took  for  a  fliort  time  with  very  little  ef- 
fect, the  erofion  going  on  further  and  further. 
At  laft  another  phyfician  was  confulted,  who  in- 
filled upon  a  ftrengthening  courfe  of  medicines, 
nourifhing  diet,  the  enjoyment  of  country  air, 
and  bathing  in  the  fea;  by  which  means  he  is 
now  re-eftablifhed,  with  the  lofs  of  ftalf  his 
penis  ;  which,  had  he  followed  my  advice  from 
the  beginning,  would  have  been  nearly  wholly 
preferved. 

I  make  the  following  obfervations  upon  this 
cafe.  Firft,  That  1  think  it  extremely  improper  to 
adminifter  a  courfe  of  mercurials  for  a  local  ve- 
nereal ulcer ;  which  was  the  cafe  with  this  gen- 
tleman when  he  firfh  applied  to  the  furgeon  at 
Dublin  :  That  a  fecond  courfe  and  falivation  with 
mercurial  fumigations  were  ftill  more  improper : 
That  advifmg  him  a  third  courfe  of  mercurials, 
after  the  two  former  were  found  ufelefs,  was  not 
only  very  injudicious,  but  extremely  hurtful, 
as  it  rendered  him  unable  for  propagation,  to 
the  great  forrow  of  his  family :  That  the  advice 
given  by  the  laft  phyfician  to  ufe  fome  ftrength- 
ening medicines,  with  a  nourifhing  diet,  to  go 
to  the  country,  and  to  bathe  in  the  fea,  was  a 
judicious  and  honeft  one  ;  and  that  the  patient, 
who  was  only  brought  to  follow  this  latter  advice 
by  the  fenfe  of  his  fufferings,  would  have  been 
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free  of  all  this  mifery,  had  he  followed  my  ad- 
vice in  the  beginning. 

I  was  confulted  in  another  cafe,  where  ulcers  of 
the  throat  arifing  during  a  mercurial  courfe,  being 
taken  for  venereal  ones,  and  treated  accordingly, 
by  the  continued  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  be- 
came fo  bad,  that  both  the  tonfils,  together  with 
the  velum  pendulum,  were  near  entirely  confumed, 
and  the  patient  reduced  to  a  moft  miferable  fitua- 
tion,  when,  only  by  leaving  off  the  mercury,  and 
by  the  adminiftration  of  a  quite  different  courfe  of 
medicines,  he  recovered.  And  Mr  Brambilla  gives 
lis  an  account  of  a  patient,  who  under  a  courfe  of 
mercury  being  affected  with  ulcers  of  the  fauces, 
which  having  been  miftaken  by  the  furgeon  for 
venereal  ones,  not  only  loll  his  velum  by  the  con- 
tinued ufe  of  mercury  ;  but  had  a  caries  maxillae 
brought  on,  which  proved  fatal  to  the  patient. 
The  fame  author  likewife  obferves,  that  inflam- 
matory tumours  or  ulcers  growing  gangrenous, 
are  by  the  internal  or  external  ufe  of  mercury 
conftantly  rendered  worfe,  though  they  evident- 
ly owed  their  origin  to  a  venereal  caufe.  I  my- 
lclf  have  feen  many  inftances,  where  patients 
affected  with  venereal  ulcers,  united  with  a  fcor- 
butic  habit  of  body,  by  the  imprudent  ufe  of 
mercury,  not  only  were  reduced  to  a  moft  wretch- 
ed condition,  but  even  to  death.  Mr  Fabre,  in 
the  Supplement  to  his  Obfervations  on  the  Ve- 
nereal Difeafe,  relates  likewife  feveral  cafes,  where 
ulcers,  though  evidently  arifing  from  a  venereal 
caufe,  by  a  long  continued  ufe  of  internal  and 
external  mercurials,  and  even  repeated  falivations, 

not 
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not  only  remained  without  cure,  but  were  brought 
to  a  ftate,  which  afterwards  yielding  to  no  other 
medicines  whatever,  proved  fatal.  Whence  I 
think  it  will  evidently  appear,  that,  in  practice, 
we  ought  to  beftow  the  greateft  attention  in  di- 
ftinguifhing, 

Xftt  Local  venereal  ulcers  from  univerfal  ones;  viz. 
from  thofe  united  with,  or  arifing  from,  a  tainted 
mafs. 

idly,  Simple  univerfal  'venereal  ulcers,  from  com- 
plicated ones ;  viz.  fuch  as  are  united  with  fymp- 
toms  of  fcorbutus,  fcrophula,  &c. 
\  ?>dly,  Ulcers  of  the  genitals,  mouth,  fauces,  itfe. 
arifing  originally  from  other  caufes  ;  for  example, 
brought  on  by  the  acrimony  of  the  faliva  during 
the  internal  life  of  mercurials,  or  mercurial  fu- 
migations from  real  venereal  ones.  But,  princi- 
pally, 

4-thly,  U  leers  of  the  mouth,  nofe, genitals, groins,  Effr. 
which,  though  feemingly  or  evidently  brought 
on  by  a  venereal  caufe,  have  now,  as  it  were, 
changed  their  nature,  at  leaftfo  far,  that  mercury 
has  no  further  good  effect  upon  them,  but  rather 
the  contrary. 

The  characters,  by  which  thofe  different  kinds 
of  ulcers  may  be  diftinguHhed,  are  not  eafily 
defcribed ;  infpection  and  practical  knowledge 
muft  be  our  beft  guide.  An  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing points,  however,  may  affift  us  in  forming 
a  judgment. 

Venereal  ulcers  are,  in  general,  pretty  eafily 
diftinguiihed  by  their  hard  margin  or  borders, 
by  the  lardaceous  cruft  with  which  their  bafis  is 
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covered,  and  by  the  preternatural  rednefs  of  the 
ikin  all  round  the  ulceration ;  which  will  be  ren- 
dered more  probable  if  the  patient  is  confcious 
that  he  has  previoufly  expofed  himfelf  to  the  in- 
fection. As  there  may,  however,  arife  ulcers  in  the 
genitals,  of  a  different,  or  fometimes,  perhaps,  of 
a  nearly  fimilar  appearance,  from  other  caufes,  as 
has  been  long  ago  taken  notice  of  by  the  moft  an- 
cient medical  writers,  and  confirmed  in  feveral  in- 
ftances  by  my  own  obfervation,  we  mould  be 
cautious  and  never  form  a  rafh  judgment  about 
the  nature  of  mch  ulcers,  nor  pronounce  them 
venereal  before  we  are  perfectly  affured  of  it.  By 
following  a  contrary  method,  we  may  not  only  hurt 
the.  reputation  of  an  honeft  perfon,,  and  difturb 
friendfhip,  and  fometimes  matrimonial  happinefs, 
as  1  formerly  mentioned  with  refpecl.  to  gonor- 
rhoeas ;  but  do  a  material  harm  to  the  patient, 
by  adminiftering  improper  medicines.  Ulcers 
which  are  not  of  a  venereal  nature,  may  bediftin- 
guifhed  from  venereal  ones, 

i/?,  By  their  different  appearance. 

idly,  By  their  arifing  only,  or  growing  worfe, 
during  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

3 dly,  By  their  having  been  unfuccefsfully  treated 
with  mercury  before. 

^.tb/y,  By  their  exquifite  fenfibility. 

$thly.  By  the  relaxed  ftate  of  the  whole  body,  or 
by  the  flabby  relaxed  appearance  with  an  ichor- 
ous difcharge  from  the  atFecled  part. 

Gthly,  By  fymptoms  of  other  diforders,  either 
alone,  or  accompanied  with  venereal  ones. 


Method 
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Method  of  Cure. 

It  has  been  advifed  by  feveral  eminent  medical 
■  writers,  to  treat  all  real  venereal  ulcers  or  chancres 
in  the  fame  manner,  viz.  by  internal  mercurials 
only,  and  never  to  make  ufe  of  any  external  ap- 
plication. Several  fpecious  reafons  have  been  al- 
leged for  fuch  a  treatment;  which,  however,  are 
not  fatisfadlory  to  me.  They  fay,  that  chancres 
are  figns  of  the  prefence  of  the  venereal  poifon  in 
the  body ;  and  if,  therefore,  they  difappear  by  the 
limple  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  we  are  fure  that 
the  medicine  has  penetrated  into  the  mafs,  and  that 
the  poifon  is  totally  eradicated.  To  this  I  anfwer, 
That  recent  venereal  ulcers  brought  on  by  an  ori- 
ginal infection,  are  by  no  means  fuch  fymptoms, 
as  has  been  alferted:  On  the  contrary,  they  are  in 
that  cafe  only  a  local  difeafe,  which  requires  no 
internal,  but  merely  local  remedies;  and  if  no 
topical  application  is  made  ufe  of  in  time,  they 
very  often  fpread  amazingly,  the  poifon  is  ab- 
forbed,  and  produces  either  buboes  or  other  ve- 
nereal fymptoms  in  the  mafs.  I  undoubtedly 
allow,  that  if  they  are  of  fome  Handing,  the 
mafs  will  then  be  in  confequence  infe&ed  ;  in 
which  cafe,  as  well  as  when  they  arife  from  a 
a  fecondary  or  univerfal  infection,  they  are  cer- 
tainly what  has  been  afferted  of  them,  figns 
hanging  out  as  proofs  of  the  prefence  of  the  poi- 
fon in  the  mafs.  Then,  indeed,  I  perfedly  co- 
incide with  the  opinion,  that  they  may  be  treat- 
ed only  by  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  with- 
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out  any  external  application,  becaufe,  if  they  dis- 
appear by  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  alone, 
without  having  applied  any  external  remedy,  we 
are  fure  that  we  have  eradicated  the  poifon  from 
the  mafs,  and  cut  off  the  evil  by  the  root.  But 
if  they  are  in  the  genitals,  or  in  the  extremities, 
the  poifon  often  excites  violent  inflammation, 
phymofis,  mortification,  &c.  or  it  is  abforbed 
and  carried  to  the  lymphatic  glands,  where  it 
occafions  buboes,  before  the  mercury  has  had 
time  to  produce  its  effects  and  to  deftroy  it  on 
the  part  affected. 

Thefe  are  the  reafons  why  I  always  choofe  to 
apply  immediately  to  fuch  ulcers,  thofe  remedies 
which  1  found  the  moft  effectual  for  removing 
them;  becaufe  I  think  there  is  no  patient,  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  diforder,  who 
would  not  prefer  being  affected  with  a  real  pox, 
to  a  mortification  of  the  penis,  or  to  a  bubo.  As 
to  what  has  been  faid  and  obferved  by  fome,  that 
a  bubo  very  often  appears  after  chancres  have 
been  healed  up  by  external  applications,  and 
that  confequently  thofe  very  remedies  which  are 
recommended  to  avoid  buboes  riot  unfrequently' 
'  bring  them  on,  I  readily  admit  the  fact :  but 
I  am  very  far  from  believing  the  confequence 
drawn  from  it,  viz.  that  external  remedies  applied 
to  a  venereal  ulcer,  ever  promote  the  abforption  of 
the  virus.    It  happens,  in  that  cafe,  what  we  fee 
every  day  happen,  without  the  ufe  of  any  external 
application  whatfoever,  or  what  we  muft  daily  be 
afraid  of,  as  long  as  there  is  the  leafl  appearance 
of  a  venereal  ulcer.    What  they  afcribe  in  that 
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|;afe  to  the  medicines  externally  applied,  I  would 
I  ather  afcribe  either  to  their  application  being  too 
eong  delayed,  or  to. their  not  being  lufficiently 
ifficacious.    In  all  cafes,  therefore,  where  1  have 
eafon  to  apprehend  fuch  bad  effeds,  I  think  it 
not  only  proper  but  neceffary  to  apply  to  all  ve- 
nereal ulcers,  whether  of  a  primary  or  fecondary 
infection,  the  moft  efficacious  local  remedies,  in 
nrder  to  remove  them  as  fpeedily  as  poffible :  with 
::his  difference  only,  that  1  confider  ulcers  arifing 
tfrom  a  recent  original  infection  as  merely  local, 
mid  think  they  may  be  fafely  cured  by  topical 
implications  alone,  without  the  internal  ufe  of 
imercury ;  whereas,  thofe  arifing  from  a  tainted 
imafs  require  always,  at  the  fame  time,  a  courfe 
fof  mercury.     This  laft  method  1  likewife  fol- 
llow  in  venereal  ulcers  of  fome  days  ftanding, 
t  though  from  an  original  infection;  there  being 
■  always  the  greateft  probability  that  fome  of  the 
jpoifon  has  been  abforbed  into  the  mafs  during 
:that  time.  External  applications  in  thofe  cafes  will 
:never  have  any  permanent  effect;  becaufe,  if  we 
are  even  able  to  deftroy  the  poifon  in  the  affected 
part,  and  to  confolidate  the  ulcer,  it  will  foon 
break  out  again  on  the  fame  or  fome  other  part 
of  the  body,  as  long  as  there  remains  the  leaft 
particle  of  it  fubfifting  in  the  mafs. 

The  external  remedies  recommended  for  this 
purpofe  are,  Mercurials,  AJlrlngents,  and  Cauflics. 

Among  the  mercurials,  the  red  precipitate 
fprinkled  upon  them  every  morning  and  even- 
ing, I  found  anfwer  the  befl,  as  long  as  the  ul- 
cer is  covered  with  the  white  lardaceous  cruft. 

The 
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The  mercurial  ointment  in  this  cafe  is  of  no  life; 
but  whenever  the  ulcer  affumes  a  cleaner  appear- 
ance, then  the  fimple  mercurial  ointment,  calo- 
mel in  powder  or  fufpended  in  lime-water,  or, 
according  to  circumftances,  the  fublimate  with 
lime-water,  or  a  diluted  folution  of  mercury  in 
nitrous  acid,  are  more  ferviceable.  In  cafes  more 
obftinate,  the  mercurial  fumigations  prove  fome- 
times excellent. 

If  the  mercurial  applications  prove  ineffectual, 
the  external  ufe  of  aftringents  is  often  extremely 
ferviceable.  The  Peruvian  bark,  aqua  vitriolica 
camphorata,  a  folution  of  blue  vitriol,  or  the  vi- 
ride  aeris  diflblved  in  oil,  are  thofe  commonly 
made  ufe  of ;  but  from  the  yellow  copper  (auri- 
chalcum)  in  powder  fprinkled  upon  them,  I 
know  of  ulcers  cured  which  refilled  the  power 
of  all  other  medicines.  The  fame  aftringents 
will  alfo  fometimes  anfwer  our  expectations,  in 
ulcers  of  an  atonic  or  relaxed  appearance,  yield- 
ing an  acrid  ichorous  difcharge. 

The  application  of  cauftics  has  been  lately  re- 
commended in  recent  venereal  ulcers,  fo  as  to 
touch  them  every  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours 
with  the  lapis  infernalis,  till  Houghs  falling 
off  fucceftively,  the  bafis  of  the  ulcer  becomes 
red  and  pure.  This  practice  is  undoubtedly 
fometimes  proper :  but  there  are  conftitutions 
which  will  not  bear  any  acrid  application  what-r 
foever,  efpecially  that  of  cauftics.  I  have  feen 
inftances  where,  in  fuch  irritable  or  in  fcorbutic 
conftitutions,  very  bad  fymptoms  followed ;  and 
in  one  cafe,  where  a  mortification  of  the  part  was 
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ne  confequence  of  fuch  an  application.  In  thefe 

libjeds,  the  internal  ufe  of  Peruvian  bark  with 

octernal  aftringents,  or  occafionally  a  mercurial 

otion,  will  be  more  ferviceable. 
If  venereal  ulcers  refill  all  the  means  juft  now 

pecommended,  the  internal  and  external  ufe  of 
lengthening  medicines,  a  full  diet,  the  ufe  of 

(vine,  country  air,  and  fea-bathing,  as  mentioned 
:lbove,  will  fometimes  prove  effectual  when  all 

ther  remedies  have  failed. 

Of  other  medicines  recommended  for  inveterate 
renereal  ulcers,  I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter  under  the 
irticle  of  Venereal  Complaints  incurable  by  Mercury. 

I  have  faid  nothing  about  the  venereal  ulcers 
)>f  the  nofe,  eyes,  face,  &x.  becaufe  they  require 
'me  fame  treatment  as  others,  and  may  be  eafily 
avoided,  by  taking  care  that  a  patient  with  a 
venereal  gonorrhoea  or  ulcers  of  the  genitals,  af- 
ter having  touched  the  part  affected,  always  care- 
fully cleanfes  his  fingers. 

Ulcers  of  the  uterus  or 'vagina^  accompanied  with  an 
icrid  ichorous  difcharge,  are  not  always,  as  is  ge- 
nerally imagined,  cancerous,  but  not  unfrequently 
/enereal ;  and  may  be  then  often  cured  by  proper 
injections,  and  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury.  I  have 
een  feveral  women,  who  thought  themfelves,  from 
:he  pain  and  ichorous  difcharge  tinged  with  blood, 
lffedled  with  a  cancer  of  the  uterus,  believing  in 
:hat  point  the  judgment  of  their  attendants,  radi- 
ally cured  by  the  internal  ufe  of  powerful,  ftrength- 
ming,  and  abforbent  medicines,  and  by  injecting  a 
rotation  of  fublimate  or  calomel  in  lime-water, 
done  or  mixed  with  the  tincture  of  maftic,  or, 

according 
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according  to  circumftances,  the  infufum  cortici^ 
Peruv.  in  aqua  calcis. 

But  we  are  miftaken  .if  we  expect  any  good 
this  cafe,  as  well  as  in  the  fluor  albus  or  hsmor- 
rhagy  of  the  womb,  from  injedions,  as  they  are 
commonly  ufed.  If  we  wifh  to  fee  any  effect^ 
from  them,  they  muft  be  applied  to  the  affe&ed 
part ;  and  therefore  not  thrown  in  the  common 
manner  into  the  vagina,  in  expectation  that  they] 
will  of  themfelves,  by  thefe  means,  reach  the 
feat  of  the  diforder,  or  the  cavity  of  the  uterus. 
A  proper  fyringe,  of  a  particular  form  and  fize, 
calculated  to  prevent  the  matter  injected  from 
cfcaping  at  the  fides,  muft  be  introduced  as  high 
as  poflible  into  tl;e  vagina,  or,  if  poflible,  into 
the  orifice  of  the  uterus  itfelf ;  the  patient  lyini 
in  bed  upon  her  back,  with  her  br.eaft  and  hea 
a  little  declined,  and  her  knees  bent:  and  in  thi 
fituation  the  injection  is  to  be  applied,  either  by 
herfelf  or  by  an  a'ffiftant,  three  or  four  times  fuc- 
cefTively,  keeping  the  fyringe  always,  in  for  fome 
minutes,  and  repeating  the  fame  operation  fix  or 

eight  times  a  day.  A  fyringe  made  of  a  bottle 

of  elaflic  refin,  with  a  thicker  and  longer  pipe 
than  common,  will  anfwer  for  the  above  purpofc 
extremely  well,  and  will  effectually  remove  the 
prejudices  hitherto  fo  juflly  entertained  of  the  in- 
efficacy  of  injections  in  females. 

For  cancerous  ulcers  of  the  genitals  as  well  as  of 
other  parts  of  the  body,  the  Materia  Medica  has 
to  my  knowledge,  nothing  to  afford;  and  all  thof< 
medicines  hitherto  recommended  for  curing  can- 
cers, appear  to  be  deceptions*  of  the  inventor* 
themfelves  or  of  the  public.    Surgery  alone  car 
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ltdically  cure  cancers,  if  applied  in  time;  and  no 
coneft  phyfician  will  ever  recommend  uncertain 
smedies,  to  temporife  and  lofe  in  the  mean  time 
lie  moment  where  he  could  have  applied  a  certain 
ne,  I  mean  the  extirpation  not  too  late  deferred 
here  it  can  take  place. 


ON  VENEREAL  FISTULAS. 

In  treating  of  venereal  ulcers,  we  muft  fay  a 
r.vord  about  venereal  fiftulas,  which  are  nothing 
»ut  venereal  ulcers  deep  penetrating  into  the  cel- 
lural  membrane  and  adjacent  parts,  with  a  fmall 
;:allous  orifice,  and  callous  inlide.  Their  feat  is 
moftly  in  the  urethra,  groins,  anus,  &c.  but 
bmetimes  alfo  in  the  lachrymal  fac  of  the  eye. 

Befides  the  internal  adminiftration  of  mercury, 
.he  injections  above  recommended  ought  to  be 
i:ried ;  if  they  do  not  fucceed,  the  chirurgical 
operation  ought  to  be  performed.  We  fhould, 
nowever,  never  attempt  this  latter  before  we  have 
rarefully  eradicated  the  venereal  virus  from  the 
:ainted  mafs.  From  the  neglect  of  this  point, 
we  fee  daily,  that  fuch  patients  undergo  two  or 
:hree  times  the  operation,  without  being  thebetter 
for  it :  the  fiftula  remains  as  obftinate  as  it  was 
before;  or,  healing  in  one  place,  it  foon  breaks 
out  in  another.  If  the  fiftula  heals  quick  and 
perfectly  after  the  operation,  it  is  a  certain  figri 
that  the  patient  has  been  radically  cured  of  the 
lues. 

The  fjlula  lachrynwlh,  arifing  from  the  venereal 
*  virus 
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virus  lodged  in  the  lachrymal  fac,  yields  verj 
often  a  yellow  greenifh  difcharge,  refembling  thaq 
oozing  out  of  the  urethra  in  a  clap.  Whether  id 
ever  arifes  from  a  fupprefTed  or  retropulfed  gon 
norrhcea,  I  cannot  pofitively  fay;  but  it  owes  its! 
origin  frequently  to  the  venereal  poifon  depontedi 
from  a  tainted  mafs,  and  requires  internal  and] 
external  mercurials. 

The  virus  oozing  out  from  venereal  ulcers  anq 
fiftulas,  is  fometimes  of  a  very  corrolive  nature: 
they  mould  therefore  be  drefTed  with  a  piece  on 
foft  fponge  every  twelve  or  twenty-four  hours; 
and  the  furronnding  furface  of  the  fkin  (houldfo 
be  carefully  defended,  by  anointing  it  with  the 
white  cerate,  or  faturnine  liniment. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 
Of  the  Phymosis. 

I  iHIS  difeafe,  in  which  the  prepuce  is  fo  ftrait- 

I  ened  on  the  point  of  the  penis  that  it  can- 
piot  be  drawn  back  over  the  glans,  has  been  call- 
bed  Phymojis,  from  the  Greek  prachia*oy  obturo; 
und  might  be  perhaps  in  our  language  more  pro- 
»erly  called  a  coarctation  or  Jiriflure  of  the  prepuce. 

To  this  diforder  are  efpecially  fubject  men 
who  from  nature  have  the  glans  covered  with 
u  more  {Irak  prepuce,  or  have  too  fhort  or  too 
iftraight  a  frsenum  ;  all  thofe  whofe  religion  or- 
ders circumcifion,  are  free  from  it. 

This  diforder  arifes,  in  our  days,  generally 
from  venereal  ulcers  in  the  infide  of  the  prepuce, 
Dr  from  the  Blennorrhag  'ia  ba/ani,  ( gonorrhoea  Jpu- 
~ia),  producing  a  violent  fwelling  and  inflamma- 
tion of  the  prepuce. 

It  has  been  recommended,  if  the  phymohs  be 
violent,  to  make  an  incifion  of  the  prepuce;  which 
is  certainly  fometimes  necelTary ;  but,  where 
:hirurgical  operations  can  be  avoided,  I  think 
they  ought.  This  operation  has  been  advifed 
principally  either  to  prevent  the  fpreading 
of  chancres,  which  are  frequently  the  caufe  of 
:he  phymofis ;  or  to  avoid  buboes ;  or,  what 
is  ftill  more  material,  to  prevent  (if  there  be  any 

ulcers) 
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ulcers)  a  concretion  of  the  glans  with  the  prd« 
puce.  Thofe  who,  in  curing  chancres,  truft  en-| 
tirely  to  the  internal  ufe  of  mercurials,  will 
hardly  infill  upon  this  operation.  As  to  the} 
danger  of  their  producing  buboes  by  an  abforp-| 
tion  of  the  poifon,  I  allow  the  apprehenfion  to  be 
perfectly  ju  ft;  but  I  cannot  admit,  that  an  inci- 
fion  would  prove  a  preventative.  A  frefti  wound, 
by  expofing  a  frefh  and  larger  furface  to  the  ab- 
forption  of  the  virus,  muft,  in  my  opinion,  rather 
increafe  the  danger.  .1  think  it,  therefore,  more 
proper  to  obviate  thofe  bad  confequences  by  p\  o-\ 
per  injections,  and  by  introducing  fome  fine  lint 
once  or  twice  a-day  with  a  probe  between  the] 
prepuce  and  glans.  However,  if  this  mould  be 
impracticable,  or  livid  fpots  fhould  appear  thro' 
the  prepuce,  immediate  recourfe  to  the  operation 
ought  to  be  had,  left:  a  greater  evil,  a  mortification, 
mould  enfue. 

In  order  to  afcertain  whether  there  is  a  vene- 
real ulcer  between  the  prepuce  and  glans,  I 
introduce  a  probe,  with  fome  lint  affixed  to  it. 
Then,  turning  it  round  the  whole  glans,  the  pa- 
tient generally  feels  pain,  if  there  is  any  ulcer, 
as  foon  as  the  probe  with  the  lint  touches  it ;  and 
upon  withdrawing  it,  a  part  of  it  will  be  ftained 
with  purulent  or  puriform  matter;  whereas,  if 
there  is  but  a  fimple  gonorrhoea  fpuria  without 
any  ulceration,  the  whole  of  the  lint  will  be 
ftained  with  the  fame  equally.  In  either  cafe,  if  the 
inflammation  and  fwelling  is  violent,  I  apply  a 
poukice  made  of  bread  and  water  mixed  with 
fome  acetumlithargyriij  and  inject  three  or  four 

times 
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! times  a-day  a  diluted  folution  of  mercury  in  ni- 
itrous  acid,  or  the  fublimate  or  calomel  fufpend- 
ted  in  lime-water,  or,  according  to  circumftances, 
IPlenk's  folution  of  mercury  with  gum  arabic,  be- 
tween the  prepuce  and  glans,  in  fuch  a  manner, 
;that  the  interface  between  them  is  filled  and  di- 
iftended  with  the  injection.  If  there  be  any  ulcer, 
[fome  lint  dipt  in  the  fame,  may  be  applied  to 
[it,  by  means  of  a  probe,  once  or  twice  a-day. 
II  think  there  is  never  any  danger  of  a  concretion 
cof  the  parts  as  long  as  the  ulcers  remain  venereal ; 
and  iii  the  mean  time  their  nature  is  changed, 
tthe  phymofis  is  alfo  generally  removed.  Inter- 
inal  mercurials  ought  in  fuch  cafes  never  to  be 
comitted.  But,  as  I  have  obferved  juft  before,  the 
iincifion  of  the  prepuce  ought  to  be  immediately 
[performed,  if  the  inflammation  be  very  high ;  if 
there  appears  any  danger  of  mortification;  or 
:if  we  have  reafon  to  fufpect,  beneath,  an  ulcera- 
tion of  a  bad  or  perhaps  cancerous  nature. 
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CHAP.  IX. 
Of  the  Paraph ymosis. 

T) Ar  a  f  h  y  m  o  s  i  s ,  a  word  d eri  ved  from  the  G  reek 
JL  n«?«f  de,  and  f  prceclujio^  obturamentum,  figni-J 
fying  the  oppoike  of  plvymofis,  is  a  difeafe  whera 
the  prepuce,  being  drawn  behind  the  glans,  is  fa 
contracted  there,  that  it  cannot  be  brought  agair 
forwards  over  the  glans ;  and  would  for  this  rcafon 
in  my  opinion,  be  more  properly  named  a  Jtran- 
gulation  of  the  glans. 

Men  who  from  nature  have  a  ftrait  prepuc 
are  moll;  fubjecl  to  this  diforder,  which  arifes  ei 
ther  from  venereal  ulcers,  or  from  a  preternatura 
dwelling  of  the  glans,  as  is  fometimes  the  ca 
in  violent  claps.  1  have  little  to  add  to  wha 
has  been  laid  on  the  fubjecl:,  by  Celfus  and  b 
iome  modern  writers. 

1  have  feen  an  inftance  where  a  gangrene  o 
the  glans  was  the  confequence  of  fuch  a  ftrangu 
lation,  before  the  furgeon  could  come  to  give  alii 
fiance.  We  ought  therefore  to  ufe  our  utmo 
endeavours  to  bring  the  prepuce  forwards  as  quic 
a.  poffible. 

The  mod  effectual  remedy  for  this  purpofe 
to  fprinkle  repeatedly  cold  water  upon  the  par 
in  the  mean  time  gently  preffmg  the  fwell 
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ed  glans  with  the  fingers  dipped  repeatedly  in 
cold  water,  fo  as  to  fqueeze  out,  if  poffible,  all 
the  blood  extravafated  in  its  cavernous  fub- 
i tance.  By  thefe  means,  the  turgefcency  of  the 
corpus  cavernofum  glandis  will  be  moft  effica- 

icioufly  diminiflied;  and  by  fkilful  management, 
gently  preffing  the  glans  backwards,  whilft  we  en- 
deavour with  the  fingers  of  the  other  hand  to  bring 
the  prepuce  over  it  forwards,  we  will  very  often 
fucceed,  and  relieve  the  patient  from  imminent 
danger.  Ice,  or  water  rendered  by  art  cold  as  ice, 

imay  perhaps  be  ufeful  to  the  operator  in  accom- 

jplifhing  this  defirable  effect;  but  if  the  difeafe 
be  accompanied  with  a  venereal  gonorrhoea,  we 
muft  be  cautious  with  regard  to  the  application 
of  cold,  left  we  might  bring  on  a  worfe  complaint, 
by  a  retropulfion,  than  the  difeafe  for  which  cold  is 

.  applied.  If  we  are  not  foon  able  to  reduce  it,  and 
the  fymptoms  be  violent,  we  fhould  not  defer 

tthe  operation,  but  make  anincifionin  the  prepuce 
or  fraenum;  an  operation  by  no  means  dangerous, 

Ibut  abfolutely  necefTary  to  prevent  the  moft  dif- 
agreeable  of  all  confequences  of  venereal  com- 

[plaints,  a  mortification  of  the  glans  penis.  If 

tthere  are  venereal  ulcers  in  one  fide,  I  prefer  al- 
ways to  make  the  incifion  of  the  fraenum  or  pre- 
puce on  the  other -fide;  in  order  to  fecure  the 
wound,  as  well  as  pofiible,  from  the  poifon,  and 
to  prevent  its  abforption  by  the  lymphatics  of 

:the  frefh  wound.  , 
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CHAP.  X. 
Ofi  Venereal  Buboes. 

-  .  {§ 

A Swelling  of  any  ot  the  lymphatic  glands 
of  the  body  is  called  a  Bubo;  and  if  iucl'j 
a  fvvelling  is  occaiioned  by  the  venereal  poifonj 
we  then  call  it  a  Venereal  Bubo.  The  latter  onl)( 
comes  within  the  plan  of  this  treatife. 

Though  buboes  may  arife  in  any  part  of  thi 
body  where  lymphatic  glands  are  fituated,  yet  wjl 
have  no  authentic  obfervation  of  their  ever  exiftl 
ing  any  where  except  in  the  lymphatic  glands  elf 
the  groin,  under  the  arm- pit,  or  of  the  extremij- 
ties ;  and  even  of  thele,  die  latter  are  much  leli 
frequent  than  the  former. 

Venereal  buboes  arife  from  two  caufes,  eflen|» 
tially  different  from  one  another;  this  differenq: 
has  in  general  not  been  attended  to  with  th;)l 
accuracy  which  the  importance  of  the  fubje<| 
might  feem  to  require.  Buboes  have  hithert): 
been  fuppofed  to  arife  always  from  die  venerei 
virus  abfdrbed  by  the  lymphatics,  and  by  thesf  j 
carried  to  the  gland  ;  but  this  is  not  always  dpi 
cafe.  Buboes  frequently  owe  their  origin  to  tlH 
poifon  lodged  on  the  furface  of  the  body,  iril  l 
tating  there  the  mouths  of  the  lymphatics,  witH 
out  being  abforbed  by  them.  Thefe  velTels  beiifcl 
irritated,  produce  a  i welling  in  the  nearelt  lyi}! 
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t3hatic  gland  they  go  to.  In  the  one  cafe  the 
c:aufe  of  the  bubo  lies  in  the  gland  itfelf,  in  the 
other  without  it ;  fo  that  we  may  properly  di- 
Rtinguim  them,  by  calling  the  former  an  idiopa- 
thic, and  the  latter  a  fympathic  bubo. 

This  diftin&ion,  being  founded  on  the  moft 
evident  facts,  is  abfolutely  necelfary  to  regulate 
he  method  of  cure. — But  the  diftin&ion  of  idio- 
pathic buboes  into  primary  and  fecondary,  viz. 
1  uch  as  arife  from  an  original  infection,  and 
;:hofe  which  are  fuppofed  to  owe  their  origin  to 
::he  poifon  depofited  from  the  mafs  into  the  gland, 
Teems  to  be  of  no  practical  ufe  whatever. 

Idiopathic  'venereal  buboes,  as  we  have  obferved, 
:owe  their  origin  to  the  venereal  poifon  abforbed 
und  lodged  in  the  gland.  This  abforption  fre- 
quently takes  place  after  the  virus  has  by  its  acri- 
mony produced  fome  flight  excoriation  or  ulce- 
"ation  in  the  furface  of  the  glans,  prepuce,  ure- 
::hra,  genital  parts,  or  extremities.  Whether  a 
:oubo  ever  arifes,  as  has  been  hitherto  generally 
uflerted,  from  the  venereal  virus  being  depofited 
rrrom  the  mafs  into  the  gland,  like  peftilential 
buboes  feem  to  arife  in  the  plague,  is  with  me 
its  yet  a  matter  of  doubt;  this  afTertion  feems 
litherto  rather  founded  on  an  hypothetical  fup- 
Dofition  than  on  real  obfervation.  But  that  bu- 
x>es  may  fometimes,  though  feldom,  arife  from 
m  immediate  abforption,  without  any  previous 
excoriation  or  ulcer  in  the  furface  of  the  body, 
is  probable  from  feveral  authentic  obfervations ; 
:hough  this  opinion  has  been  controverted  by 
fome  modern  writers. — About  12  years  ago,  three 
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foldiers  came  into  the  military  hofpital  in.  one 
week,  all  affected  with  a  bubo  from  the  fame 
woman.  They  had  all  been  in  perfect  health  a 
few  days  before ;  neither  lia'd  any  of  them  the 
lead  excoriation  in  the  genitals  or  thigh  now,  nor 
even  any  appearance  of  a  running. — -Whether  this 
immediate  abforption  is  owing  to  a  torpid  and  lefs 
irritable  habit  of  body,  or  to  the  greater  fubtlety 
or  lefs  irritating  nature  of  the  virus  in  fome 
cafes,  I  pretend  not  to  afcertain.  But  to  this  im- 
mediate abforption  it  is  perhaps  owing,  that  we 
cannot  always  avoid  a  bubo,  or  perhaps  even 
the  lues  itfelf,  by  ufing  the  bed  preventatives ; 
though  they  may  mod  effectually  prevent  gonor- 
rhoeas and  original  chancres. 

That  idiopathic  buboes  arife  not  only  from 
the  abforption  of  the  venereal  poifon  from  ulcers 
of  the  genitals  or  urethra,  but  likewife  from  ve- 
nereal ulcers  in  any  part  of  the  upper  or  lower  ex- 
tremities, is  confirmed  by  experience.  I  mail  ad- 
duce a  few  examples  by  way  of  illudration. — A 
mod  intimate  friend  of  mine  had,  fome  years  ago, 
the  misfortune  of  being  affected  with  chancres. 
Being  then  on  his  travels,  he  took  fome  mercurial 
pills  ;  by  the  ufe  of  which,  the  ulcers  were  cured 
in  about  ten  days.  The  pills  were  then  difcontinu- 
ed,  and  he  had  no  complaint  till  fix  months  after, 
when  he  was  one  night  awaked  by  a  violent  itching 
at  his  right  elbow.  Next  night,  the  fame  return- 
ed ;  and  the  third  morning,  upon  examining  the 
ipot,  he  found  it  covered  with  a  thick  yellow 
fcurf  like  a  tetter.    As  he  was  at  that  time  on  a 
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hjourney,  he  delayed  taking  advice;  thinking  that 
Bids  complaint  might  perhaps  go  off.  iiut,  two 
kdays  after,  he  perceived  a  fwelling  under  his 
barm-pit;  which,  in  three  days  more,  increafed  to 
Much  a  degree,  that,  when  he  came  to  me,  he  was 
lobliged  to  keep  his  arm  a  confiderable  way  out 
prom  his  fide.  I  told  him  the  nature  of  his  com- 
jplaint.  In  a  few  days,  by  proper  applications,  the 
Rtumour  was  difculled,  and  my  patient  perfe&ly 
(cured  fome  weeks  after. 

Soon  after,  I  was  confulted  by  a  gentleman  who 
)had  undergone  a  mercurial  courfe  about  fifteen 
imonths  before,  for  a  venereal  complaint,  of  which 
lhe  imagined  himfelf  perfectly  cured.  Some 
-weeks  before  he  applied  to  me,  he  began  to  feel  a 
jpain.  in  the  middle  of  the  fternum,  which  he  took 
tto  be  rheumatic.  On  this  fuppofition,  he  rubbed 
:the  part  affected  with  a  piece  of  flannel,  morning 
;and  evening.  Thus  the  pain  in  the  fternum  was 
I  removed ;  but  the  fecond  morning  after,  the 
•great  toe  of  the  left  foot,  and  that  next  to  it,  were 
iin  like  mnnner  affected.  This  pain  being  removed 
Iby  friclion  with  flannel  as  before,  returned  to  the 
i fternum  ;  from  which  being  driven  by  a  fimilar 
ifricTion,  it  again  returned  to  the  foot.  He  now 
Ibegan  to  imagine  that  his  complaint  was  of  a 
: gouty  nature;  but  having  occafion  to  go  abroad 
that  day,  he  bathed  his  foot  in  warm  water,  and 
pared  a  corn  which  he  had  upon  one  of  the  af- 
fected toes,  in  order  to  walk  the  more  eafily.  In 
performing  this  operation,  he  cut  too  deep,  and  a 
few  drops  of  blood  came.  Upon  this  he  imme- 
diately defifted  :  but  the  next  day,  on  examining 
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the  part,  he  found  a  little  fuppuration  had  taken 
place ;  upon  which,  he  covered  the  fore  with  a 
piece  of  clean  linen. — The  fecond  evening,  he 
felt  a  flight  pain  in  the  groin,  which  he  then 
difregarded ;  but  in  a  few  days  after,  when  one  of 
the  glands  fwelled  to  the  bignefs  of  a  pigeon's 
egg,  he  aiked  my  advice.  I  informed  him  that  he 
not  been  radically  cured  of  his  former  difordcr, 
and  that  the  prefent  fymptoms  were  a  confe- 
quence  of  it;  that  the  pain  both  of  the  fternum 
and  of  the  toes  was  venereal  ;  and  that  from  the 
wound  of  the  toe,  and  fucceeding  fuppuration, 
the  poifon  had  been  abforbed  by  the  lymphatics, 
and  carried  to  the  firft  gland  they  met,  which  in 
this  cafe  was  one  of  the  lower  lymphatic  glands 
of  the  groin.  The  ulcer  of  the  toe  ftill  continued, 
but  was  very  fmall,  and  difcharged  a  little  matter 
refembling  pus.  I  applied  upon  it  a  mercurial 
pi  after  ;  and  cured  the  bubo,  as  well  as  the  caufe 
of  it,  by  a  courfe  of  mercurial  frictions. 

Some  years  ago,  an  eminent  accoucheur  in 
London,  was  called  to  deliver  a  woman,  who 
unknown  to  him  was  affected  with  chancres. 
Ulcers  on  his  hand,  and  a  fwelling  of  the  lym- 
phatic gland  of  the  fore-arm,  which  proved  very 
obftinate,  were  the  dreadful  confequences. 

Sympathic  venereal  buboes^  as  I  have  already  men- 
tioned, owe  their  origin,  not  to  the  abforption 
of  the  venereal  poifon,  but  to  an  irritation  of  the 
mouths  of  the  neighbouring  lymphatic  veffels. 
This  fpecies  of  buboes  we  frequently  meet  with  in 
fimple  venereal  gonorrhoeas ;  or,  where  one  of  the 
glands  is  idiopathically  affected,  we  fometimes  fee 

two 


ON  VENEREAL  BUBOES.  12* 


■  wo  or  three  contiguous  thereto,  fweiled  by  fym- 
^athy.  ^  In  this  cafe,  however,  only  that  which  is 
really  infected,  continues  to  irtcreafe  in  bulk; 
while  the  others  remain  in  the  fame  ftate,  and  at 
raft  difappear  without  any  increafe  of  their  fwell- 

Sympathic  buboes  go  off  fpontaneoufly,  as  foon 
us  their  irritating  caufe  in  the  neighbourhood  is  re^ 
moved ;  and  it  is  only  this  kind  of  buboes,  which 
ouacks,  with  their  pretended  noftrums,  feem  to  re- 
rmove  fometimes  in  a  few  days;  while,  on  the  other 
hand,  we  frequently  hear  fome  patients  com- 
plaining of  intelligent  phyficians,  for  not  having 
foeen  fufficiently  expeditious  in  curing  their  bubo, 
tor  not  having  done  it  without  fuppuration,  though 
tthey  had  formerly  been  radically  cured  by  a 
quack,  by  the  ftmple  application  of  a  mercurial 
f ointment  or  plafter  to  the  part  affected.  If  fuch 
(patients,  however,  were  acquainted  with  the  dif- 
ference between  the  true  nature  of  their  prefent  and 
tformer  complaint,  they  would  eafily  fee,  that,  in 
tthe  former  cafe,  the  cure  was  not  to  be  attributed 
tto  the  ointment  or  plafter  applied,  but  merely  to 
tthe  nature  of  the  difeafe  ;  whereas,  in  the.  latter, 
.great  fkill  and  attention  is  often  requifite,  either 
i  to  difcufs  a  bubo,  or  to  cure  it,  after  the  attempt 
rto  difcufs  it  has  proved  ineffectual. 

Having  eftablifhed  this  effential  diftindtion  be- 
twixt Idiopathic  and  Sympathic  buboes,  I  ftiould 
now  proceed  to  fpeak  of  the  method  of  treating 
them;  but,  previous  to  this,  I  think  it  ufeful  to 
take  notice  of  fome  prejudices  which  are  enter- 
tained by  many,  concerning  the  nature  and  cure 
of  this  complaint. 

by 
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By  many  people,  efpecially  thofe  who  inhabit 
the  more  foutherly  parts  of  Europe,  it  is  reckoned 
dangerous  to  refolve  or  difcufs  a  venereal  bubo. 
This  prejudice  arifes  from  an  opinion  that  the 
virus  is  by  this  method  repelled  and  abforbed 
into  the  mafs,  where  it  afterwards  occasions  a 
general  infection :  whereas,  if  the  bubo  is  cured 
by  fuppuration,  they  imagine  that  no  infection 
of  the  mafs  is  to  be  apprehended;  but  that,  on 
the  contrary,  even  in  cafe  any  poifon  fhould  have 
been  abforbed  during  the  fuppuration,  not  only 
the  virus  lodged  in  the  gland  is  carried  off, 
but  likewife  the  whole  mafs  is  thereby  purified. 
Hence  they  imagine  that  the  abfeefs  formed  by 
the  fuppuration  of  the  bubo,  is  a  kind  of  chan- 
nel for  cleanfing  the  body  entirely  from  the  ve- 
nereal poifon.  As  this  opinion,  however,  is  not 
only  altogether  erroneous,  but  may  prove  hurt- 
ful to  the  patient,  at  leaft  by  depriving  him  of 
an  advantage  which  he  might  otherwife  have 
enjoyed,  I  inuft  make  two  obfervations  on  this 
fubject.  Firjl,  That,  by  the  modern  improved 
practice  of  applying  mercurial  frictions,  the  dif- 
cuffion  of  a  bubo  cannot  poffibly  occafion  any 
fuch  thing  as  a  rctropuljton  of  the  venereal  vi- 
rus into  the  mafs  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  by 
following  this  method,  the  virus  lodged  in  the 
gland  itfelf  is  effectually  deftroyed  :  and,fecond/y9 
That,  though  the  virus  mould  have  been  actually 
repelled  from  the  gland  into  the  mafs,  fuch  a  re- 
fropuHion  would  llill  be  preferable  to  the  method 
pf  curing  the  bubo  by  fuppuration. 

J3ut  in  order  to  fet  this  matter  in  the  cleared 
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|ght,  I  muft  have  recourfe.  to  the  anatomical 
ifcoveries  which  have  been  made  about  the  1  ym- 
hatic  fyftem ;  and  then  confider  what  mull  be 
ne  confequence  of  mercurial  frictions  applied  in 
ne  manner  to  be  mentioned  hereafter. 

We  know,  from  the  obfervations  of  ProfelTor 
Jexander  Monro,  and  thofe  of  the  late  Dr  W, 
Hunter,  and  particularly  from  Mr  Hewfon's 
Hates  *,  that  the  lymphatic  or  abforbent  vef- 
jjfls  begin  every  where  on  the  furface  of  the  bo- 
;y,  with  the  fmalleft  ramifications  ;  that,  in  go- 
png  upwards  from  the  lower  extremities,  they 
unite  into  larger  branches,  which  terminate  in 
Ihe  inguinal  glands,  pouring  into  them  the  liquid 
which  they  have  abforbed  at  their  extremities. 
[This  liquid,  which  in  a  natural  ftate  is  nothing 
But  mild  lymph  more  or  lefs  diluted  with  water, 
which  has*  been  abforbed  from  the  furface  of 
ihe  body,  after  being  poured  into  the  lymphatic 
inguinal  glands,  is  again  abforbed  by  other  lym- 
phatic veitels,  which  carry  it  to  the  abdomen,  and 
i  rom  thence  through  the  thoracic  duct  into  the 
;nafs.  Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  fome  of  the  ve- 
nereal poifon  has  been  abforbed  by  the  lymphatic 
veffels  of  the  genital  parts,  or  of  the  lower  extre- 
mities, and  that  confequently  it  has  been  car- 
ried along  with  the  lymph  into  one  or  more  of 

the 


*  But  this,  as  well  as  the  anatomy  of  the  whole  lymphatic 
ryftem,  and  the  difeafes  depending  thereon,  will  be  more  efpe- 
cially  illuftrated  by  the  fingularly  accurate  and  beautiful  plates 
executed  under  the  direction  of  Mr  Sheldon,  at  prefent  Icau- 
rcr  of  anatomy  in  London;  which  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  will, 
not  long  with-hold  from  the  public. 
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the  inguinal  glands.  The  poifon  thus  brought 
into  the  gland  will  either  be  abforbed  again  by 
the  oppofite  abfbrbent  velTels,  in  which  cafe  it  is 
carried  into  the  mafs ;  or,  what  more  frequently 
happens,  it  will,  by  its  acrimony,  excite  an  ir- 
ritation, and  thereby  not  only  prevent  its  own 
abforption,  but  produce  an  inflammation  and 
fwelling  of  the  gland.  In  thefe  circumftan- 
ces,  the  moft  eligible  thing  both  for  the  patient 
and  phyfician,  would  be,  if  poflible,  to  deftroy 
and  eradicate  the  poifon  lodged r  in  the  gland. 
For  this  purpofe,  we  know  mercury  is  a  fpe- 
cific  ;  but  the  queftion  is,  how  to  bring  it  into 
the  affected  gland.  Formerly  practitioners,  thro' 
a  defect  of  anatomical  knowledge,  imagined  they 
could  introduce  the  mercury  into  the  gland,  by 
rubbing  the  mercurial  ointment  upon  the  gland 
itfclf.  But  fo  far  was  this  from  having  the  in- 
tended effect,  that  buboes  treated  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner generally  became  more  inflamed,  fuppurated, 
and  even  fometimes  mortified.  By  fuch  an  ap- 
plication no  mercury  is  introduced  into  the  affec- 
ted gland  ;  or,  if  it  happens  now  and  then,  it  is 
merely  by  chance;  for  we  know  that  the  lym- 
phatics arifing  from  the  fkin  immediately  above 
the  gland  do  not  take  their  courfe  into  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  gland,  but  proceed  obliquely  up- 
wards to  the  abdomen.  Hence  the  bad  or  good 
-  effects  produced  in  that  cafe  are  not  to  be  afcribed 
to  the  mercury,  but  rather  to  the  mechanical  irri- 
tation occafioned  by  the  frictions,  and  would  pro- 
bably have  taken  place  had  any  other  ointment 
been  employed.    But  if,  inftead  of  rubbing  the 
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bercurial  ointment  upon  the  gland  itfelf,  the 
Lime  be  rubbed  into  the  thigh  or  leg  of  the  fide 
kffeded,  we  are  to  expect,  according  to  the  dif- 
[  overies  of  the  courfe  of  the  lymphatic  veiTels, 
jjiiat  the  mercury  will  be  abforbed  by  their  ex- 
tremities, and  from  thence  conveyed  to  the  af- 
beeted  gland,  where  meeting  with  the  venereal 
Loifon,  it  will  moft  effectually  exert  its  fpe- 
i:inc  power  againil  it.  That  this  is  really  the 
Lafe,  appears  from  the  fuccefsful  practice  of  this 
method ;  for,  if  the  mercurial  frictions  have  been 
upplied  upon  the  proper  place,  and  in  time,  before 
lhe  inflammation  has  gone  to  too  great  a  length, 
we  find,  that,  in  eight  buboes  out  of  ten,  the  poifon 
>s  thereby  either  deftroyed,  or  at  leaft  fo  changed 
,.n  its  nature,  that  it  is  now  no  more  capable  of 
.rritating  the  gland  any  further  ;  nor  do  we  ob- 
serve, that  the  virus  thus  changed,  and  then  ab- 
sorbed along  with  the  mercury,  does  ever  after- 
wards produce  any  venereal  fymptoms  in  the 
rmafs. 

But  let  us  even  fuppofe  that  the  mercury  has 
■not  deflroyed  the  poifon  lodged  in  the  gland,  but 
[has  driven  it  into  the  blood,  as  thofe  patients  cora- 
imonly  believe.    What  will  be  the  confequence  ? 
The  fame,  undoubtedly,  as  when  a  victorious 
;hero  dillodges  and  chafes  a  flying  enemy  before 
him.    The  very  fame  remedy  which  drove  the 
poifon  from  the  gland  into  the  mafs,  will  purfue 
it  there  alfo ;  and  either  expel  it  altogether,  or 
Tender  it,  one  way  or  other,  inoffenfive  to  the 
:  body. 

To  elucidate  this  matter  flill  further,  I  muft 
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anfwer  a  queftion  which  I  have  heard  frequentl 
propofed,  viz.  Why  does  the  method  of  rubbin 
mercury  into  the  extremity  hot  always  fucceed  t< 
difcufs  the  bubo  in  every  ftage  of  the  diforder  V 
For  the  folution  of  this  queftion,  we  muft  again 
have  recourfe  to  anatomy.    From  this  we  know, 
that  there  are  two  feries  of  lymphatic  glands  in 
the  groin,  called  the  upper  and  lower  inguinal 
glands.  In  mod  people  there  is  a  communication 
between  thefe  two  orders  of  glands  :  in  this  cafe, 
the  lymphatic  veffels  of  the  inferior  glands  com- 
municate with  the  fuperior  ones,  whence  again 
others  arife  which  take  their  courfe  through  the  ab- 
domen into  the  thoracic  duct.    But  in  other  per- 
fons  there  is  no  fuch  communication ;  the  lym- 
phatic veffels  of  the  inferior  inguinal  glands 
proceed  directly  to  the  abdomen,  without  in- 
ofculating  with  the  fuperior  ones.    Now,  the 
venereal  virus  being  abforbed  by  the  lympha- 
tics of  the  genitals,  is  generally  carried  to  the 
fuperior  inguinal  glands,  where  it  produces  the 
bubo.    Whenever  therefore  the  inferior  ingui- 
nal glands  have  the  above-mentioned  communi- 
cation with  the  fuperior  ones,  the  mercury  rub- 
bed into  the  infide  of  the  thigh  or  leg  will  be 
abforbed,  carried  to  the  inferior,  and  from  thence 
to  the  fuperior  inguinal  glands,  where  it  will 
produce  the  defired  effect.     But,  on  the  other 
hand,  where  no  communication  of  this  kind  takes 
place,  the  mercury  is  carried  from  the  extremity 
to  the  inferior  inguinal  glands,  and  from  thence 
to  the  abdomen,  without  ever  reaching  the  af- 
fected 
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c'ected  gland,  on  which  of  confequence  it  can 
>roduce  no  effect  *. 

But  let  us  even  go  further,  and  fuppofe,  that  the 
method  of  treatment  juft  recommended  has  not 
ljeen  followed;  but  that,  inftead  of  it,  the  irritating 
matter  has  been  blunted,  and  the  abforption  of 
)he  poifon  from  the  gland  effected  by  other  feda- 
ive  or  difcutient  applications.   What  will  be  the 
:onfequence  ?  I  anfwer,  inftead  of  a  bubo,  the 
patient  will  be  affected  with  a  difeafe  of  the  whole 
yftem;  which,  if  recent,  may  be  certainly  and 
'adically  cured  in  a  few  weeks  time,  without  any 
»ad  confequences  remaining ;  whereas  the  com- 
plaint with  which  he  was  affected  before,  is  fome- 
iimes  very  dangerous,  at  other  times  extremely 
v>bftinate,  and  always  of  a  very  tedious  nature. 
PBefides,  even  when  the  fuppuration  is  of  the  beft 
^kind,  which,  however,  is  far  from  being  always 
tthe  cafe,  the  poifon,  before  or  after  the  abfcefs 
its  formed,  inftead  of  being  entirely  evacuated,  is, 
iif  not  conftantly,  at  leaft  very  frequently,  ab- 
sorbed into  the  fyftem.  Thus  the  diforder  which 
[.he  patient  fo  much  dreaded  is  really  produced; 
ffor  the  cure  of  which  he  will  at  laft  be  obliged 
ceo  have  recourfe  to  mercury,  the  remedy  he  was 
i formerly  fo  much  afraid  of. 

Let  us  now  proceed  to  the  method  of  cure. 

The 


*  The  fame  will  likewife  happen  where  the  inflammation  of 
tthe  bubo  is  gone  too  far,  or  where  a  fcirrhofity  is  formed  in 
tthe  gland.  Mercury  in  thefe  cafe's  can^have  little  or  no  accefs 
tto  the  gland;  or  though  it  could,  would  yet  be  vety  little  able; 
:to  change  the  nature  which  the  difeafe  has  now  afiumed. 
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The  Method  of  Cure. 

From  the  obfervations  laid  down,  it  appears 
that  every  unprejudiced  practitioner,  in  any  call 
of  an  idiopathic  bubo,  mould  always  attempt  tc 
difcufs  it  as  foon  as  pofuble,  by  any  method  what 
ever,  provided  the  inflammation  has  not  rifen  t< 
too  great  an  height,  or  figns  of  fuppuration  hav< 
already  made  their  appearance.  The  mcft  effec- 
tual method  of  difculling  tumours  of  this  kind 
is,  as  mentioned,  by  mercurial  frictions  appliec 
to  the  infide  of  the  thigh  or  leg  of  the  affectec 
fide  if  the  bubo  happens  to  be  inguinal,  or  t( 
the  arm  if  the  bubo  be  under  the  arm-pit.  Oc 
cafionally  alfo,  in  the  former  cafe,  frictions  ma} 
be  ufed  to  the  perinaeum  or  fcrotum.  But  as  th< 
fuccefs  oi  diefe  frictions  is  limited  to  a  few  days 
they  ought  to  be  made  not  only  with  due  can 
and  attention,  but,  if  circumftances  permit,  b< 
repeated  twice  a-day.  Venefection  or  a  purg( 
will,  occafionally,  likewife  contribute  greatly  tc 
the  intended  effect. 

To  the  gland  itfelf  I  never  apply  any  thing  bu 
a  mercurial  plafler  ;  and  from  this  I  expect  no- 
i  thing  towards  the  accompliihment  of  the  cure, 
but  make  ufe  of  it  only  to  keep  the  patient's  mine 
eafy.  Of  late  a  poultice  made  of  the  root  of.Atropa 
mandrngora  has  been  much  recommended  for  the 
refolntion  of  a  bubo  ;  and  by  others  a  poultice 
made  of  the  root  of  Daphne  mezcreum.  They  cer- 
tainly both  deferve  to  be  tried,  either  alone,  efpe- 

cially 
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ially  where  the  frictions  feem  to  have  no  effect, 
ir  along  with  the  frictions.  In  obftinate  cafes 
lfo,  I  would  advife  the  application  of  dry  cup- 
>ing  glaffes  to  the  fwelled  gland,  which  has  been 
ttended  with  fuccefs  at  Edinburgh.  Repeated 
omits,  with  cold  applications  to  the  part  affected, 
lave  been  likewife  recommended  as  ufeful  for 
he  difcuffion  of  a  bubo  ;  but  I  have  never  had 
jccafion  to  try  either  of  thefe  remedies  ;  nor  in- 
teed  the  hemlock,  which  has  been  praifed  for  this 
mrpofe  both  internally  and  externally  exhibited. 

During  the  whole  time  that  a  refolution  of  the 
mbo  is  attempted,  the  patient  ought  to  abftain 
Tom  exercife,  and  confine  himfelf  to  a  very  low 
net ;  as  a  contrary  regimen  might  greatly  tend 
0  increafe  the  inflammation.  With  regard  to 
nercurial  frictions  on  the  gland  itfelf,  I  have  al- 
teady  given  my  reafons  for  disapproving  of  them, 
rndeed  mod  of  the  idiopathic  buboes  which  I 
pave  had  occafion  to  fee  treated  either  in  this 
r/ay  or  by  any  other  irritating  remedies,  have  in- 
l.amed  and  fuppurated,  though  the  application 
Eras  made  with  a  view  to  prevent  that  difagree- 
Ible  circumftance ;  and  there  are  now  but  very 
tew  praftitioners,  let  their  ,  knowledge  be  ever 
:)  little  of  the  recent  difcoveries  concerning  the 
lymphatic  fyftem,  that  would  trufl  to  fuch  an  ap- 

lication  for  producing  a  difcuffion. 
When  I  fay  that  an  irritation  of  the  gland  lt- 

elf  will  rather  be  followed  by  an  inflammation 

nd  fuppuration  than  a-  refolution,  I  purpofely 
bention  an  idiopathic  venereal  bubo  ;  for  lym- 

athic  buboes  may  certainly  difappear  after  the 
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life  of  mercurial  frictions  applied  upon  the  gland 
itfelf,  as  I  have  frequently  obferved.    We  ought 
not,  however,  even  in  this  cafe,  to  afcribe  their 
refolution  to  the  mercurial  frictions,  poultices, 
&c.  which  have  been  applied ;  but  to  the  fimple 
operation  of  nature ;  becaufe  fympathic  buboes 
will  always  go  off  by  themfelves  without  any 
application  whatever.    For  their  removal,  as  I 
have  already  obferved,  nothing  more  is  requi- 
lite  than  to  abate  or  remove  the  ftlmulus  from 
the  mouths  of  the  lymphatics.    This  fact  is  fuf- 
ncient,  I  think,  to  convince  us  of  the  import- 
ance of  difhinguifhing  in  practice  the  idiopathic 
buboes,  or  fuch  as  owe  their  origin  to  the  vene-  I 
real  virus  abforbed  from  chancres  of  the  genitals  I 
or  extremities,   from  fympathic  ones,  ariling 
from  the  mere  irritation  of  the  lymphatic  velfels, 
and  generally  accompanying  fimple  gonorrhoeas, 
fwelled  tefticles,  8cc.  without  the  appearance  of 
any  venereal  ulcer. 

Thus  far  with  regard  to  the  treatment  of  ve- 
nereal buboes  by  refolution.  I  now  come  to 
treat  of  thole  that  are  either  too  far  gone  to  admit 
of  refolution,  or  that  refill  it  on  any  other  ac- 
count. 

That  a  bubo  will  not  admit  of  refolution,  we 
know  by  the  tumour  continuing  to  increafe  in  fize, 
and  becoming  red  and  painful  after  the  proper 
application  of  the  mercurial  frictions  or  other 
refolvents  had  been  made  ufe  of  for  four  or  fivd  i 
days.    As  foon  as  we  obferve,  thus,  all  our  at-  la 
tempts  to  procure  a  refolution  fruftrated,  we  an  i 
now  to  employ  all  means  to  bring  on  as  mild  anc 

•  fpeed} 
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:°edy  a  fuppuration  as  poflible.    Here,  however, 
'i  meet  with  three  kinds  of  buboes  efTentially 
fferent  from  one  another,  each  of  which  re- 
tires a  treatment  peculiar  to  itfelf,  nay  diame- 
cally  oppofite  to  that  of  the  other.    This  di- 
nction  is  lb  material,  that  the  treatment  which 
ill  bring  the  one  kind  to  a  mild  fuppuration,  if 
plied  to  the  other,  may  occafion  very  dangerous 
imptoms,  and  even  prove  fatal. 
In  the  one,  all  the  fymptoms  of  inflammation  run 
;ryhigh,fometimes  even  to  mortification;  where- 
„  in  the  other,  the  moll  irritating  medicines  are 
i.rdly  able  to  raifethe  inflammation  to  fuch  a  pitch 
is  necefTary  for  bringing  on  a  fuppuration.  In 
<e  former,  it  is  necefTary  to  moderate  the  inflam- 
ation :  in  the  latter,  to  excite  and.  augment  it. 
rhen  the  patient,  therefore,  is  otherwife  of  a. 
,!althy,  ftrong,  and  vigorous  conftitution  ;  the 
flammation  high  ;  the  pain  fevere,  and  accom-. 
i.nied  with  an  inflammatory  fever;  bleeding, 
rmetimes  even  repeated  as  circumftances  require, 
;ay  be  necefTary.    Leeches,  however,  or,  in  want 
"them,  fcarification  of  the  part  affected,  are  of- 
in  preferable  to  general  bleedings.    In  other  re- 
<ecl:s,  low  diet,  cooling  drink,  an  antiphlogiflic 
urgative,  the  warm  bath,  and  an  emollient  poul- 
:;e  applied  conftantly  warm  to  the  gland,  and 
langed  when  it  grows  cool,  are  to  be  infilled 
Don  in  thefe  kinds  of  buboes. 
In  the  fecond.  kind,  the  fymptoms  of  inflam- 
iation  feem  to  run  very  high,  merely  from  too 
-eat  an  irritability.  But  this  maybe  eafily  diftin- 
:aifhed  from  the  other,  by  the  weaker,  fmoother, 

I  2  and 
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and  more  frequent  pulfe;  as  alfo  by  the  confti-. 
tution  of  the  patient.    In  fuch  circumftances, 
general  evacuations,  inftead  of  being  of  fervice,  I 
obferved  in  general  to  be  really  prejudicial :  the 
patient,  on  the  contrary,  ought  to  be  allowed  a 
fuller  diet;  opium  ought  to  be  given  every  night 
or  every  other  night,  the  Peruvian  bark  through 
the  day ;  and  to  the  external  emollient  applications, 
we  here  properly  join  fomefedative.   In  a  cafe  of 
this  kind  probably  it  was,  that  Mr  Brambilla  faw 
a  young  man  to  whom  a  bubo  proved  fatal  by 
'becoming  gangrenous,  after  a  courfe  of  calomel I 
along  with  a  ftrong  decoction  of  the  woods  wasl 
adminiftered  to  him.    I  muft  make  upon  this  oc- 
cafton  a  general  remark,  that  mercury  ought! 
never  to  be  given  either  internally  or  externally, 
unlefs  for  fome  very  particular  reafon,  during  the! 
inflammatory  ftate  of  a  bubo,  or  any  other  vene- 
real complaint.    During  that  ftate,  I  have  neved 
feen  any  good,  but  often  very  bad  effects  refult-| 
iug  from  it,  and  more  efpecially  when  rubbedlj 
into  the  inflamed  gland. 

The  third  kind  of  buboes,  effentially  different) 
from  the  two  former,  we  meet  not  unfrcquently 
in  patients  of  relaxed,  debilitated,  or  of  a  cachectid 
or  icorbutic  habit  of  body.  When  this  is  the  cafe, 
the  tumour  of  the  gland,  though  it  feems  red  and 
inflamed,  will  rife  very  little  and  flowly ;  the  pa- 
tient feels  but  little  pain ;  no  fever  attends  ;  or, 
if  any,  it  is  rather  of  the  low  kind,  and  the  pulfe 
is  weak,  with  fome  depreffionof  fpirits. — In  fuch 
cafes,  (that  of  fea-fcurvy  excepted)  mercury  will 
fometiinesbe  ufeful  and  neceffary,  but  evacuations 
of  any  kind  are  hurtful;  a  full  diet  with  "wine  wil 
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K>e  proper ;  and  an  infufion  of  bark  in  wine  or 
ome  other  ftrengthening  and  aromatic  medicines, 
together  with  local  applications  of  more  or  lefs 
^ctive  ftimulants,  will  be  proper. 

If  fymptoms  of  the  fea-fcurvy  prevail,  mercury 
might  never  to  be  made  nfe  of ;  the  patient  may, 
))efides  the  ufe  of  wine  and  Peruvian  bark,  &c. 
sat  oranges  and  other  ripe  fruit,  or  make  ufe  of 
Ihe  juice  of  antifcorbutic  herbs,  and  take  mode- 
jate  exercife  in  a  free  open  air  every  day. 

If  by  thefe  means,  or  by  any  other  method,  the 
»ubo  is  at  laft  brought  to  fuppuration,  moil 
writers  advife  the  artificial  opening  of  the  ab- 
irefs ;  but  I  choofe  rather  to  leave  this  to  nature, 
•'rom  experience  I  have  found,  that  nature,  left 

0  herfelf,  fcarce  ever  fails  to  make  an  opening  in 
iue  time;  whereas,  artificial  openings  are  often 
made  before  nature  deiires  it,  to  wit,  before  the 
Ibfcefs  is  fully  formed  and  ripe.  I  have  befides 
iVbferved  another  advantage  ;  viz.  that  the  abfcefs 
opened  by  nature  generally  heals  much  eafier ; 
whereas,  that  opened  by  an  incifion,  or  the  appli- 

ationof  a  cauftic,  I  have  feen  fometimes  followed 
>*y  difagreeable  confequences,  not  only  making 
Ihe  cure  more  tedious  and  troublefome,  but 
craving  a  large  cicatrix  behind;  which  laft  we 

1  ught  always  to  make  an  elfential  point  carefully 
co  avoid,  especially  in  women,  for  reafons  fuffi- 
iiently  obvious.    In  this  we  will  generally  fuc- 
eed,  if  the  operation  is  left  to  nature.    The  ab- 
cefs  then,  does  generally  not  open,  till  there  is 

thorough  fuppuration  of  the  gland  ;  and  the 
iicatrix  is  in  a  fhort  time  after,  for  the  moft  part, 
ither  fcSrcely  vifible,  or  entirely  difappears. 

1  1  3  There 
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There  are,  however,  fome  particular  cafes,  in  I r 
which  it  may  be  proper  to  aflift  nature,  either  M 
by  making  a  dilatation  of  the  opening,  or  making  i 
an  artificial  incifion  altogether.    Where  we  meet  i 
with  buboes,  which,  notwithftanding  the  means  j 
above  mentioned,  remain  inflamed  and  hard,  : 
without  either  coming  to  a  refolution  or  fuppu- 
ration,  befides  other  remedies  a  fmall  bit  of  the 
lapis  infernalis  or  common  cauftic,  about  the  fize 
of  a  pea,  may  be  advantageoufly  applied  to  the  i 
middle  of  the  bubo,  for  about  two,  or  at  mod  i 
three  hours,  the   efchar    afterwards   anointed  1 
with  a  little  of  the  unguentum  cceFuleum  fortius, 
and  the  whole  covered  with  a  warm  emollient  ( 
poultice.    This  method,  firfl:  propofed  by  Mr  I 
Plenck,  I  have  feen  feveral  times  followed  with  1 
fuccefs. 

Here  I  mud  add,  that,  in  feveral  inftances,  I- 1 
have  obferved  the  common  method  of  applying  a 
large  cauftic  on  the  bubo  for  ten  or  twelve  hours,  1 
in  order  to  bring  it  to  fuppuration,  attended  with  j  t 
very  bad  conlequences.   The  event,  in  two  cafes,  t 
was  a  mortification ;  and  in  others  a  very  large  •  j 
ichorous  and  bad  ulcer,  which  in  one  inftance  5 
appeared  really  to  grow  cancerous,  and  at  laft  <, 
proved  fatal  to  the  patient :  this,  I  have  never  feen  j< 
happen  from  the  application  of  the  fmall  cauftic 
above  mentioned.  * 

In  other  cafes,  inftead  of  the  cauftic,  we  may  \ 
fometimes  expedl  the  fame  effeel  from  an  applica-  j  t 
tion  of  the  emplaftrum  commune  cum  gummi ;  <  j 
or  from  a  poultice  made  of  onions  flmply  roafted,  (] 
orboiled  in  oil.  Afuppurativelinimenthasalfobeen  £ 
recommended,  made  of  equal  parts  of  the  unguen- 
tum 
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Strum  de  arthanita,  the  unguentum  mercuriale,  and 
kthe  bruifed  mandragora  root,  mixed  with  a  luffi- 
kcient  quantity  of  honey  ;  bnt  I  never  had  an  op- 
portunity of  trying  it. 

When  the  abfcefs  has  been  opened  either  by 
nature  or  art,  we  are  generally  advifed  to  admi- 
nifter  mercury  internally  and  externally,  and  thus 
jttreat  the  ulcer  as  a  ■  venereal  one.    This  practice 
is  generally  undoubtedly  very  good;  but  in  fome 
cafes  mercurial  frictions,  or  mercury  given  in- 
tternally,  will  prove  hurtful,  nay  often  give  rife  to 
^very  dangerous  fymptoms. 

No  general  method,  therefore,  can  be  laid 
down  for  the  treatment  of  an  exulcerated  bubo ; 
but  the  practitioner  mufl  be  directed  by  the  na- 
ture of  the  difeafe,  and  the  conftitution  of  the  pa- 
tient, as  mentioned  above,  where  I  fpoke  of  the 
inflammatory  ftate  of  buboes.  If  the  patient  be 
vigorous,  without  fever,  the  pus  of  a  good  con- 
fidence and  mild  nature,  no  external  application 
to  the  fore  feems  neceflary  ;  but  a  continuation 
of  the  fame  poultice  which  brought  on  the  fuppu- 
ration,  will  certainly  forward  the  cure  more  than 
any  thing  elfe.  If  the  abfcefs  alTumes  the  nature 
of  a  venereal  ulcer,  mercurial  injections  may  be 
joined  to  the  internal  ufe  of  that  mineral. 

But  there  are  other  cafes  of  exulcerated  buboes, 
which  have  hitherto  either  been  entirely  over- 
looked, or  not  properly  attended  to.  Sometimes 
the  abfcefs,  inftead  of  healing,  either  remains, 
under  the  continued  ufe  of  mercury,  in  the  fame 
ftate  for  many  weeks,  or  affumes  a  relaxed  and 
flabby  appearance ;   the  difcharge  is  copious, 

I  4  thin, 
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thin,  and  ichorous ;  atthe  fame  time,  that  the  health 
of  the  patient,  infteadof  growing  better,  gradually 
grows  worfe  and  worfe.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
a  quite  different  treatment  will  be  neceffary.  If 
the  mercury  before  adminiftered,  has  produced 
fome  fenfible  cffecls  of  its  having  been  abforbed 
into  the  mafs,  we  fnould  not  obftinately  afcribe 
the  prefent  fymptoms  to  the  inefficacy  of  the 
mercurial  preparation  we  have  made  ufe  of,  and 
confequently  have  recourfe  to  another.  We 
ought  rather  to  take  the  hint  given  by  nature, 
and  not  perfift  longer  in  the  ufe  of  a  remedy  from 
which  we  find  no  good  effecX  Mercury  is  a 
poifon  for  thofe  patients:  they  require  a  full  diet, 
wine,  an  infulion  of  the  bark  in  wine,  with  a  free 
ufe  of  the  country  air,  and  gentle  exercife.  For 
the  ulcer,  an  injedlion  of  the  aqua  vitriolica  cam- 
phorata,  or,  according  to  circumftances,  a  fomen- 
tation with  the  Peruvian  bark  repeated  twice  or 
three  times  a-day,  is  the  neceffary  application;  the 
fore  fhould  be  covered  with_fine  lint  or  a  piece  of 
foft  fponge,  that  the  matter  may  be  freely  difchar- 
ged.  The  dreffings  may  be  kept  on  by  a  piece  of 
adhefive  plafter  fpread  on  linen.  To  prevent 
excoriations  of  the  thigh  from  the  acrid  dif- 
chargc  of  fuch  ulcers,  the  application  of  a  little 
white  cerate  to  the  furrounding  parts  will  be  fuf- 
ficient. 

The  following  cafe  will  ferve  as  an  illuftration 
of  what  I  have  juft  now  afferted.  An  exulcerated 
bubo  was,  according  to  the  common  courfe  of 
practice,  treated  as  a  venereal  one,  by  the  internal 
and  external  ufe  of  mercury.   The  patient  was  by 
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jiliis  method,  after  eight  weeks  time,  fo  much  re- 
Jtuced,  and  the  ulcers  had  fo  bad  an  appearance, 
pat  it  was  thought  proper  to  have  the  advice 

I  f  another  perfon ;  when  I  was  confulted.  I  found, 
Lpon  examination,  the  flabby  relaxed  atonic  ap- 
pearance of  the  ulcer.  I  told  the  phyfician  and 
prgeon,  who  hitherto  had  treated  the  patient, 
rlhat  I  thought  the  continuation  of  mercury  im- 
proper; that  the  internal  and  external  ufe  of 
ttrengthening  medicines,  and  a  full  diet,  with  wine, 
^vere  the  only  remedies.  They  both  were  of  opi- 
[nion,  that  my  advice  was  an  uhreafonable  one ; 
jund  that  the  ufe  of  mercury  was  to  be  continued, 
omly  in  a  diffferent  preparation.  However,  after 
ii  good  deal  of  converfation,  I  prevailed  on  them  to 

i  ry  only  for  eight  or  ten  days  what  I  had  propofed ; 
und  the  patient  finding  the  courfe  agreed  with  him, 
ne  continued  the  fame  for  about  fix  weeks,  when 
be  was  perfectly  recovered. 

A  fimilar  cafe  occurred  fome  time  ago  to  a 
rriendof  mine  in  London,  who  gave  the  fame  ad- 
vice to  a  patient  that  had  been  treated  before  for 

II  long  time  in  the  like  manner,  and  the  patient 
round  the  fame  benefit  of  it.  A  remarkable  cir- 
;umftance  I  muft  take  notice  of,  which  happened 
with  that  latter  patient :  under  the  courfe  of 
mercurials  he  fweated  every  night  a  great  deal ;  he 
put  on  every  morning  a  clean  fhirt,  made  of  new 
linen ;  all  thefe  fhirts,  about  a  dozen  in  number, 
after  having  been  once  or  twice  warned  with 
other  linen  in  the  common  manner,  grew  fo  ten- 
der, that  they  feemed  to  be  quite  rotten. 

If,  after  a  fuppuration  has  taken  place,  and  the 

abfcefs 
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abfcefs  has  been  opened,  part  of  the  gland  mould  < 
Hill  remain  fwelled  and  hard,  repeated  purges,  I 
^ith  the  continued  ufe  of  the  above-mentioned  ! 
remedies,  will  effectually  remove  that  diforder. 

The  finufes  or  fiflulas  which  are  fometimes  apt  I 
to  arife  after  fuch  ulcers,  are  for  the  moft  part 
eafily  prevented,  as  well  by  proper  injections,  as  f 
by  a  fuitable  poiture  of  the  patient  when  in  bed, 
and  by  a  gentle,  but  careful  preffure,  fqueezing  out 
the  matter  all  round,  every  morning  and  evening. 

If  fiftulas  or  linufes  have  been  formed  from  an  I 
ulcerated  bubo,  and  refufe  to  yield  to  the  above- 
mentioned  injections,  the  knife  mud  be  employ-*-.! 
ed:  however,  they  ieldom  or  never  occur,  if  the 
furgeon  be  attentive  to  the  poflure  ofThe  patient,  | 
dilate  the  opening  in  time  if  neceffary,  and  the  pa- 
tient complies  exactly  with  his  directions. 

Hemlock,  both  internally  and  externally  ap-i  • 
plied,  has  been  ftrongly  recommended  for  cance- 
rous as  well  as  fcirrhous  buboes  :  but  I  never  i 
faw  it  effect  a  radical  cure  where  there  was  a  real 
cancer  ;  though  there  is  nothing  to  hinder  its  be- 
ing tried :  but  in  inch  cafes,  the  only  method, 
that  I  know,  for  avoiding  death,  or  at  lead  a 
moft  milerable  life,  is  the  total  excifion  of  the 
cancerous  gland,  if  practicable,  and  that  not  too 
long  deferred. 

Having  thus  finifhed  the  treatment  of  topical 
venereal  complaints,  I  now  proceed  to  thofe  ari- 
ling  from  an  univerfal  infection,  or,  as  it  is  com- 
monly called,  a  confirmed  pox. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XI. 

iDn  the  Syphilis,  or  Venereal  Difeaje  in 

particular. 

HAVING  premifed  fome  neceffary  obferva- 
tions  concerning  venereal  infection,  the 
mature  of  the  virus,  and  the  different  appear- 
ances of  f?philitic  complaints  in  general,"  in  the 
beginning  of  this  treatife,  I  now  enter  into  the 
confideration  of  the  nature,  fymptoms,  and  cure 
•  of  the  fyphilis  or  venereal  djfeafe,  commonly 
i  called  confirmed  lues  or  pox^  in  particular. 

The  effects  or  fymptoms  which  the  venereal 
virus  is  apt  to  produce  when  abforbed  into  the 
mafs,  are  fhortlv  as  follow. 

1.  In  the  eyes:  The  moft  violent  of  all  inflam- 
mations, with  a  difcharge  of  puriform  matter, 
(from  a  retropulfed  gonorrhoea),  ending  gene- 
rally in  perfect  blindnefs  ;  or  an  ophthalmy  of 
a  more  chronic  kind,  of  the  eye  itfelf,  or  of  the 
eye-lids ;  and  fometimes  alfo  the  fiftula  lachry- 
malis. 

2.  In  the  ears :  Deafnefs,  with  or  without  a  pu- 
riform difcharge,  (from  a  retropulfed  gonorrhoea), 
or  from  the  venereal  virus  affecting  the  ear,  or  the 
orifice  of  the  Euftachian  tube  in  the  fauces. 

3.  In 


140      ON  THE  SYPHILIS. 

■  ; 

3.  /;;  the  nofe.  Ulcers  in  the  noftrils ;  an  ulce- 
ration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nofe,  with  \ 
a  caries  of  the  bones,  and  a  difcharge  of  fetid  ; 
ichor,  known  under  the  name  of  ozawa. 

4.  In  the  mouth  and  throat.  Ulcers,  caries  of 
the  offa  palatina  or  antrum  maxillare,  erofion  of  '■ 
the  velum,  &c.  fore  throat,  coryza,  paraphonia. 

5.  In  or  about  the  genital  parts,  it  will  either 
produce,  or  what  indeed  is  more  frequently  the 
cafe,  it  will  prove,  a  perpetual  fomes  of  excoria- 
tions, ulcers,  fiflulas,  gleets,  warts,  condylomata, 
polypi.  Whether  the  gonorrhoeas,  fwelled  tef- 
ticles,  or  buboes,  ever  arife  from  the  poifon  be- 
ing depofited  there  from  the  mafs,  is  with  me, 
for  want  of  authenticated  facts,  ftill  a  matter  of 
doubt,  as  i  mentioned  above. 

6.  In  the  Jkin :  Copper-coloured  fpots,  tetters, 
fcabs,  efpecially  on  the  margin  of  the  fcalp,  or 
in  the  beard;  a  fcald-head,  or  tinea  ;  and  when 
the  difeafe  is  very  inveterate,  it  fometimes,  tho' 
feldom,  produces  a  kind  of  leprofy  over  the  whole 
furface  of  the  body;  a  corruption  of  the  nails, 
and  ulcers  of  the  mod  malignant  kind,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body. 

7.  In  the  bones  :  Either  the  moft  painful  and  ex- 
cruciating fwellings,  commonly  called  tophi,  ex- 
oftofes,  &c.  efpecially  troublefome  at  night  when 
the  patient  grows  warm  in  bed  ;  or  an  ulceration 
in  their  external,  or  a  corruption  of  their  internal 
fubftance,  difcafes  known  by  the  name  of  caries 
and  fpina  ventofa.  The  bones  moft  liable  to  be 
affecled  by  this  difeafe,  are  thofe  which  are  not 
covered  with  mufcles,  as  the  tibia,  the  radius,  the 
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kelbow,  the  proceffus  coracoideus,  the  fternum, 
tthe  os  frontis,  and  other  bones  of  the  head,  &c. 

8.  Sometimes  the  venereal  poifbn  will  produce 
(effects,  the  nature  of  which  is  fo  concealed,  that 
tthey  feem  rather  owing  to  fome  other  came. 
JSuch  are  pains  in  feveral  parts  of  the  body  re- 
iembling  thofe  of  the  rheumatifm ;  pains  in  the 
articulations  refembling  the  gout;  white  fwell- 
ing;  nervous  or  hectic  fevers;  confumptions  of 
the  lungs,  or  mnple  emaciation  without  any  ap- 
parent vice  in  any  vifcus  of  the  body. — Thefe 
i'ymptoms  have  by  phyficians  obtained  the  name 
of  morbi  veuerei  larvati. 

9.  Sometimes  the  lues  is  really  combined  with 
other  diforders,  fuch  as  the  fea-fcurvy,  intermit- 
tent fevers,  confumptions,  &c.  Thefe  are  called 
morbi  venerei  complicate  and  deferve  the  utmoft  at- 
tention of  the  practitioner ;  becaufe  the  iuccefs 
of  the  cure  will  often  in  a  great  meafure  depend 
on  the  accurate  knowledge  and  diftinctioii  of  thefe 
complaints. 

The  fpecific  remedy  now  generally  applied  for 
all  kinds  of  venereal  diforders,  is  mercury  in  its 
different  preparations.  Though  there  are  per- 
haps remedies  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  equally 
powerful  as  mercury  to  cure  the  venereal  difeafe 
in  all  its  ftages,  they  being  either  unknown  or 
difficult  to  be  got,  are  neglected.  Mercury  is 
made  ufe  of,  not  only  on  account  of  its  fpecific 
power  againft  this  diforder,  but  becaufe  it  is  a 
remedy  which  is  cheap,  eafily  to  be  got,  and 
quick  and  certain  in  its  effects ;  in  the  fame 
manner,  though  we  can  cure  agues  by  other  reme- 
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dies,  we  employ  now-a-days  feldom  any  thing 
elfe  but  the  Peruvian  bark. 

Several  hypothefes  has  been  advanced  in  order 
to  explain  the  manner  in  which  mercury  pro- 
duces thofe  powerful  effects.  None  of  them  are 
founded  on  real  facts ;  all  of  them  are  therefore 
little  fatisfactory.  Some  fay  mercury  acts  by  its 
metallic  weight,  others  by  its  afhringent  quality, 
others  by  its  power  of  promoting  all  kinds  of  ex- 
cretions, and  fo  on.  If  thofe  writers  had  only 
confidered,  that  fometimes  two  or  three  grains  of 
mercury  b rough tj  into  the  mafs,  make  the  moil 
violent  venereal  fymptoms  difappear,  I  think  they 
would  have  never  had  recourfe  to  fuch  an  explica-  • 
tion.  Perhaps,  if  there  was  an  opinion  to  be  advan- 
ced about  this  matter,  chemiftry  could  afford  us  a 
more  reafonable  and  fatisfactory  theory,  by  fup- 
pofing  that  mercury  has  a  peculiar  attractive 
power,  or  what  is  commonly  called  a  chemical 
affinity  1  to  the  venereal  poiibn,  by  means  of  which, 
wherever  it  meets  with  that  poifon,  it  readily 
unites,  and  forms  a  kind  of  compound  with  it, 
which  now  has  ho  longer  any  of  the  qualities 
which  either  of  the  fubftances  had  before  the 
union  ;  and  therefore  the  effect  produced  by  the 
poifon  muft,  in  the  moment  that  union  takes  place, 
unavoidably  ceafe,  and  the  patient  find  himfelf 
either  relieved,  or,  if  the  poifon  has  been  faturated 
with  a  fufficient  quantity  of.  mercury,  be  radi- 
cally cured.  By  this  theory  we  would  perhaps  be 
more  able  not  only  to  account  for  a  few  grains  of 
mercury  relieving  fometimes  the  mod  excruciat- 
ing venereal  pains  of  the  bones,  but  alfo  why  mer- 
cury 


ON  THE  SYPHILIS.  143 

jury  taken  internally  removes  venereal  ulcers, 
J  ithout  any  external  application,  &c.    It  would 
jurther  feem  probable  from  thefe  effefts,  that 
Itercury  has  a  greater  chemical  attra&ion  to  the 
lenereal  poifon,  than  it  has  to  any  acid;  and  that, 
|uven  in  any  of  its  faline  preparations,  wherever 
I:  meets  with  that  poifon,  it  leaves  immediately 
(Lie  acid  with  which  it  was  combined,  and  unites 
pith  the  poifon.    I  could  fupport  this  opinion, 
kerhapsi  if  I  added,  that  mercury  cures  the  vene- 
[teal  difeafe  the  eaGer  and  fooner  the  more  mi- 
nutely it  is  divided  ;  that,  in  order  to  produce  the 
llefired  effect,  it  is  always  neceffary  that  it  be  ab^ 
("orbed  into  the  mafs  ;  but  that  it  never  cures  the 
ivenereal  complaints  though  abforbedinto  the  mafs, 
Itf  not  carried  to  the  place  or  part  affected.  In 
::his  manner  we  could  perhaps  eafier  explain  why 
lit  often  cures  the  venereal  diforder  without  any 
ifenfible  increafe  of  any  of  the  different  fecretions 
ior  excretions  of  the  body ;  and  why,  if  it  pro- 
duces purging,  immoderate  fweating,  or  faliva- 
ttion,  it  very  often  leaves  the  venereal  difeafe  un- 
icured  behind.  But  though  we  could  thus  refolve 
.all  thefe  different  que-ftions  in  a  more  fatisfactory 
manner,  I  muft  confefs  that  this  theory  is  as 
little  as  the  former  founded  on  any  real  fact,  but 
on  mere  conjectures ;  and  therefore,  as  long  as  not 
fupported  by  real  facts,  equally  ufelefs  as  all 
other  hypothefes  in  the  practice  of  phyfic,  where 
it  may  be  fufficient  for  u««  to  know  the  fpecific 
remedy  to  cure  the  diforder,  without  being  ac- 
quainted how  it  produces  its  effects,  though  fucli 
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a  knowledge,  could  it  be  attained,  would  lead 
undoubtedly  to  great  improvements  in  curing 
thole  complaints  *. 

Method  of  Cure. 

If  the  patient  be  ftrong  enough  to  bear  the  im- 
mediate ufe  of  mercury,  I  begin  generally  by 
giving  him  a  purgative ;  and  the  next  day  I  let 
him  bathe  in  a  warm  bath,  made  of  a  decoction 
of  bran,  or  of  hmple  foft  water.  In  this  bath, 
the  warmth  of  which  ihould  be  determined  by  the 
agreeable  feeling  of  the  patient,  he  ought  to  fit 
for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour's  time ;  during  the 
latter  end  of  which  time,  he  may  be  rubbed  gen- 
tly all  over  with  a  flelh-brufh,  or  a  piece  of  flan- 
nel. Coming  out  of  the  bath  he  may  take  aglafs 
of  good  wine,  if  his  circumftances  will  admit  it, 
and  then  go  to  bed.  By  thefe  means  the  Ikin  will  be 
well  cleanled,  and  be  better  fitted  for  tranfmitting 
the  perforation.  If  he  is  plethoric,  or  accuftomed 
to  bleeding,  venefection  may  be  proper  and  ufe- 
ful,  previous  to  his  beginning  the  ufe  of  mercury. 

With  regard  to  the  feveral  mercurial  prepara- 
tions, I  fhall  fpeak  hereafter.  We  mould  only  be 
careful  and  attentive  to  obferve  whether  the  mer- 
curial courfe  begun,  agrees  with  the  patient ;  and 
if  it  does  not  agree,  without  hefitation  change  it. 

*  Thofe  of  my  readers  who  wifh  to  be  more  fully  inftru£r.ed 
about  the  operation  and  ufe  of  mercury,  I  muft  refer  to  Dr 
Duncan's  Obfervations  on  the  fubjed,  publifhed  at  Edin- 
burgh. 

Tfcofe 


ON  THE  SYPHILIS.  145 


Patients  who  will  not  bear  frictions,  bear  fome- 
times  very  readily  the  internal  ufe  of  crude  mer- 
cury or  its  fliline  preparations,  and  vice  verfa. 
Others  who  will  not  bear  mercury  internally, 
will  bear  the  frictions,  or  fometimes  will  not 
bear  one  mercurial  preparation,  while  they  bear 
.mother.  Some  will  bear  them  ealier  in  pills, 
others  in  powder,  or  diffolved  in  fome  liquid. 
To  thofe  whofe  constitution  circumftances  or 
choice  are  againft  mercurial  frictions,  we  may 
give  Plenck's  folution  of  mercury  in  gum  ara- 
ble, made  into  pills  :  they  agree  with  mojt 
iftomachs,  even  fuch  as  fometimes  can  bear 
mo  other  mercurial  preparation ;  or,  accord- 
ling  to  circumftances,  Crude  mercury  fubdued 
with  conferve  of  rofes,  or  conferva  eardiaca, 
the  hydragyrum  nitratum  cinereum,  or  pulvis 
mercuriiis  cinerci  of  the  new  Edinburgh  Phar- 
macopoeia, is  one  of  the  mildeft  and  perhaps 
imoft  fuitable  preparations  for  thofe  ftomachs 
which  are  not  able  to  bear  any  other  farme 
rmercurial  preparation.  Mercury  rubbed  down 
iwith  fugar-candy,  or  calcined  mercury  mixed 
nvith  opium,  may  fometimes,  according  to 
circumftances,  be  very  advantageous;  but,  as  I 
Jhave  mentioned  before,  great  judgment  and  at- 
tention are  required  in  adminiftering  thofe  me- 
dicines, as  well  as  with  regard  to  diet,  bathing, 
&c.  which  it  is  impomble  to  enter  into  a  minute 
(detail  of  any  particular  circumftance.  The  fol- 
ilowing  rules,  however,  befides  thofe  to  be  men- 
tioned below  under  the  head  of  Mercurial  Pre- 
parations■,  may  ferve  as  general  ones. 

The  patient  whom  we  undertake  to  cure  of  the 
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lues,  muft  have  fufficient  flrength  to  bear  the  ufe 
of  mercury  ;  and  neither  be  affected  with  any 
nervous,  putrid,  hectic,  or  inflammatory  fever, 
nor  with  lea-fcurvy,  or  cancerous  complaints,  or 
gangrenous  ulcers.  In  allthefe  cafes,  I  have  con- 
fbantly  obferved  mercury  not  only  prove  hurtful, 
but  in  fome  inftances,  where  its  ufe  was  infilled 
upon,  even  fatal  to  the  patient.  Thofe  dis- 
orders, if  poflible,  fliould  therefore  be  previ- 
oufiy  removed;  or  if  the  venereal  fymptoms  pre-j 
vail  fo  much,  that  they  make  the  immediate  ufe  J 
of  mercury  indifpenfably  neceflary,  proper  me- 
dicines ought  to  be  conjoined  with  mercury. 

For  reftoring  a  proper  degree  of  flrength  and! 
vigour,  an  healthful  country  air  is  one  of  the  nrftf 
requintes ;  then  affes  or  cows  milk  as  it  comesl 
from  the  animal ;  or,  what  in  fome  inftances  If 
have  found  far  better  for  patients  in  eafy  circumH 
fiances,    a  ftrong  healthy  country  wet-nurfel 
whom  the  patient  may  fuck  himfelf ;  or  if  hel 
finds  this  difagreeable,  (or  too  dangerous),  thej 
bread  of  the  woman  may  be  drawn  with  a  propen 
inflrument,  and  the  patient  fliould  drink  themilkj 
immediately:  this  milk  is  the  greateft  ftrength-4 
ener  I  know  of,  for  debilitated  patients.  Hia 
diet  may  otherwife  confift  of  light  puddings  i 
tender  meat  of  middle-aged  animals  of  all  kinds] 
not  too  fat,  efpecially  roafled ;  and  at  dinner] 
if  he  likes  good  ftrong  beer  (or  porter),  he  ma)j 
drink  it;  otherwife  a  few  glafles  of  good  and  ge4 
nuine  Spanifh  or  Hungarian  wine  will  be  ufeful 
Moderate  exercife  of  any  kind,  and  occanonall]j 
frictions  of  the  whole  body,  will  greatly  aflift  tty 
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oove  regimen.  As  for  medicines,  he  mould  in 
sneral  take  none ;  or,  if  their  ufe  mould  be  abfo- 
utely  neceflary,  or  if  the  patient  defires  any,  fmall 
ufes  of  the  beft  Peruvian  bark,  finely  powdered 
n  fubftance,  or  mixed  with  genuine  old  hock,  I 
ave  found  excellent.  If  the  patient  be  very  low, 
;  tincture  made  of  iron  diflblved  in  vitriolic  aether, 

have  found  fuperior  to  any  other  medicine, 
ihe  cold  bath  will  be  fometimes  ufeful,  but  at 
:her  times  very  improper.  This,  with  cheerful 
)>mpany,  and  avoiding  venery  or  nocturnal  pol- 
itions,  will  greatly  contribute  to  recover  the 
rrength  neceflary  for  enabling  the  patient  to  bear 
tie  ufe  of  mercury.  I  mall,  however,  make  one 
umark  more  here,  which,  as  far  as  I  know,  has 
-ot  been  taken  notice  of  by  any  former  writer 
n  this  fubjecT:,  that  weaknefs,  low-fpiritednefs, 
nd  anaphrodyfia,  are  fometimes  the  immediate 
JFecls  of  the  venereal  virus  lurking  in  the  body, 
nd  in  that  cafe  I  have  found  mercury  to  be  the 
c*ft  ftrengthener ;  I  have  feen  people  in  that  (late 
uin  fo  much  ftrength  in  eight  or  ten  days,  from 
tie  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  that  they  were  moft 
>;reeably  furprifed. 

During  the  ufe  of  mercury,  a  mixed  diet  of 
Jigetables  and  animals,  as  the  moft  natural  to 
t  ankind,  is  proper;  avoiding  fat,  hard,  indigef- 
tble  food.  Acids  will  fometimes  caufe  a  griping 
\-  purging,  under  a  courfe  of  mercury :  where 
ttat  happens,  they  mould  be  avoided.  At  table, 
t  te  moderate  ufe  of  wine  cannot  be  hurtful.  As 
ii  porter,  or  any  other  kind  of  beer,  it  does 
bt  agree  with  all  ftomachs  under  a  mercurial 
mirfe;  where  it  does,  I  fee  no  reafon  why  it  may 
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not  be  moderately  indulged,  and  I  never  faw  in 
thofe  circumftances  any  harm  from  it.  But! 
•what  I  principally  iniifl  upon,  is,  that  the  patient 
mould  go  early  to  bed  :  Indulging  fleep  is  rather 
ferviceable  during  a  mercurial  courfe.  Moderate 
exercife  on  foot,  in  a  chaife,  or  on  horfeback,  if) 
the  air  be  warm  and  dry,  I  found  always  mora 
ufeful,  than  to  confine  him  to  his  room.    But  if: 
the  weather  be  moift  or  very  cold,  it  will  be  fafer* 
to  flay  at  home.    Night  air  is  particularly  dan-| 
gerous ;  for  it  is  in  general  cold  and  damp,  ancj 
mould  be  therefore,  by  every  patient  under  a 
mercurial  courfe,  moft  carefully  avoided.  I  havd 
known  feveral  inftances,  where  venereal  patients] 
during  the  ufe  of  mercury,  through  inattention 
to  this  point,  have  mined  their  health  and  confti-j 
tution  for  many  years,  or  even  for  life.  Wher<| 
the  patient's  bufinefs  or  circumflances  of  life  ab«[ 
folutely  oblige  him  to  go  out  in  very  cold  oi 
damp  weather,  he  mould  never  do  it  withoui 
being  warm  cloathed,  and  wearing  a  flannel  oj 
callicoe  waiftcoat  under  his  Ihirt,  and  a  pair  o 
good  warm  woollen  (lockings. 

Thus  we  proceed  with  the  ufe  of  mercury,  i| 
no  peculiar  fymptoms  prevent  it :  let  the  patienl 
bathe  once  or  twice  a-week  in  a  warm  bath,  if  hij 
conltitution  is  ftrong  enough  ;  weak  and  relaxed 
habits  will  not  admit  of  this.  But  whenever  hi 
perceives  a  naufeous  tafte  in  the  mouth  like  cod 
per,  flunking  breath,  fwelling  of  the  gums,  th 
teeth  feeling  as  if  they  were  let  on  edge,  a  larga 
fecretion  of  faliva  or  fpitting  than  common,  men 
cury  fhould  be  immediately  left  off  for  fome  days, 
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/arm  bath  and  frictions  with  the  flefh-brufh  to  be 
ifed,  a  gentle  phyfic  to  be  taken  and  occasionally 
repeated,  and  cold  air  in  thofe  circumftances  to 
te  mod  carefully  avoided.  If  under  the  ufe  of 
aercury  fymptoms  of  a  general  irritation  ap- 
pear, it  ought  to  be  left  off  for  fome  days,  and 
dofe  of  opium  to  be  given  in  its  ftead:  but 
"  fymptoms  of  an  inflammatory  diathefis  pre- 
vail, bleeding  will  be  previoufly  neceffary.  Thus 
•re  continue  with  the  ufe  of  mercury,  as  I  faid 
tbove,  till  the  virus  is  wholly  eradicated,  which 
•dll  be  in  twenty-five  or  thirty  days,  if  the 
iifeafe  has  not  been  of  long  ffanding,  and  the 
ivmptoms  have  not  been  very  fevere;  but  if 
ne  difeafe  be  inveterate,  and  the  (kin  or  bones 
:;vere}y  affected,  ten  or  twelve  weeks  will  be 
©metimes  neceffary  to  produce  a  complete  and 
udical  cure. 

To  know  whether  the  lues  is  radically  cured, 
a  nice  point  of  practical  judgment;  and  if  I 
i.y,  that,  from  a  careleffnefs  on  the  part  of  the 
patient,  or  from  want  of  knowledge  on  the  part  of 
ne  practitioner,  with  regard  to  this  point,  a  great 
uany  patients  are  unhappy,  and  fufferers,  I  ad- 
unce  nothing  but  what  we  fee  daily  in  prac- 
(ce  confirmed.  If  we  were  in  poffeffion  of  a 
:*medy,  which,  having  the  power  of  rendering 
ue  lead  particle  of  the  venereal  virus  concealed 
u  the  body  active,  and  thus  enable  us  to  dilcover 
53  prefence,  like  as  the  loadflone  difcovers  the 
vefence  of  iron,  there  would  be  nothing  necef- 
;ry,  but  to  adminifter  that  remedy  the  moment 
te  think  the  patient  had  taken  mercury  enough. 
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I  have  made  fome  experiments  on  this  fubjedlj 
and  I  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that  the  con- 
clufion  drawn  from  them  will  be  fatisfactory :  but 
as  I  have  not  yet  a  fuflicient  number  of  authenti- 
cated facts  to  form  fuch  a  conclufion,  it  would  be 
premature  in  me  now  to  fay  more  on  this  fubject. 

As  foon  as  the  mercury  affects  the  mouth  of 
the  patient,  we  are  lure  of  the  moft  eflential  point, 
viz.  of  its  having  entered  the  mafs,  which  is 
abfolutely  necelTary  for  eradicating  the .  poifon 
lodged  there.  The  difappearing  of  internal 
venereal  fymptoms,  and  more  lb  t^hat  of  the 
external  ones  is  another,  not  unequivocal  fign, 
that  the  mercury  has  exerted  its  action  upon 
the  venereal  virus.  If  venereal  ulcers  which 
arofe  from  an  infected  mafs  begin  to  mend  or  heal, 
if  pains  or  tophufes  of  the  bones  begin  to  difap- 
pear,  &c.  under  the  ufe  of  mercury,  we  are  fure 
of  its  having  removed  the  elFects  of  the  venereal 
poifon ;  but  we  are  not  yet  fure  of  its  having  eradi- 
cated entirely  every  particle  of  that  poifon  prefent  in 
the  body.  For  this  purpofe,  we  ought  to  continue 
the  fame  ufe  of  mercury  for  a  fortnight  or  three 
weeks  after  all  the  venereal  fymptoms  have  en- 
tirely difappeared,  and  then  we  may  be  generally 
pretty  confident  that  our  patient  is  radically  cu- 
red of  the  diforder. — 1  have  obferved  in  feveral 
tients  who  bore  the  internal  ufe  of  mercury  ex- 
tremely well,  as  long  as  the  difeafe  took  place ; 
whereas,  on  the  moment  the  poifon  was  eradi- 
cated, they  began  to  naufeate  it,  which  proved  to 
be  the  Itandard  of  their  being  radically  cured. 

But  we  muft  carefully  remark,  that  though  the 
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venereal  poifon  had  been  perfectly  eradicated 
from  the  mafs,  and  therefore  the  venereal  difeafe 
Ibeen  radically  cured,  there  occur  many  inftances 
in  practice,  where  exoflofes,  knots,  or  iwellings  of 
of  the  bones,  owing  their  origin  to  the  venereal 
jpoifon  continue,  however,  all  the  life  through, 
^without  any  bad  confequences ;  a  caries  of  the 
bones  will  often  remain,  till  nature  by  herfelf  or 
aflifted  by  art  has  made  the  exfoliation.  Ve- 
inereal  excrefcences  remaining  after  a  mercurial 
courfe  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  local  complaints, 
and  to  be  removed  by  local  remedies.  It  has  been 
a  general  obfervation,  and  I  have  feen  it  con- 
firmed in  feveral  inftances,  that  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe yields  eafier  to  a  good  treatment  in  warm 
and  dry  climates  and  feafons,  than  in  cold  and 
damp  ones.  This  is  the  real  reafon  that  has 
rendered  Montpelier  fo  famous  for  curing  the 
molt  obftinate  and  confirmed  lues.  This  is  like- 
wife  the  reafon  that  people,  who  are  not  cured  of 
venereal  complaints  at  Peterfburgh,  or  Stockholm, 
&cc.  are  fometimes  cured  when  they  go  to  Italy  or 
Portugal ;  and  for  the  fame  reafon,  they  can  bear 
fometimes  mercury  there  without  the  lead  incon- 
venience, till  they  are  perfectly  cured,  when  they 
could  fcarcely  bear  a  few  grains  of  it  in  cold  or 
wet  countries,  without  falling  into  an  immediate 
falivatiort.  ,  I  have  feen  feveral  ftriking  inftances 
of  this  kind.  This  does  not  arife  from  peculiar 
balfamic  particles  in  the  air  of  the  fouth  of  France, 
Italy,  or  Portugal;  nor  from  any  particular  or 
fuperior  fkill  of  the  phyflcians  at  Montpelier, 
above  thofe  of  London,  Stockholm,  &c.  as  the 
patients  often  wrongly  fuppofe;  but  merely  be- 
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caufe  the  atmofpliere  is  dry  and  warm,  and  fome- 
times  becaufe  the  formerly  neglectful  patient  be- 
comes now  more  careful,  and  pays  more  exact  at- 
tention to  the  advice  of  his  phyfician  and  furgeon. 
A  fkilful  phyfician,  however,  will  be  able  to  put  his 
patient,  in  any  country  whatfoever,  in  a  fituation 
which  he  finds  neceffary  for  curing  this  com- 
plaint, by  putting  him  for  fome  weeks  or  months 
in  an  artificial  climate  as  adequate  for  him  as 
the  natural  warm  climate  of  Montpelier,  Naples, 
or  Lifbon. — One  other  circumstance  to  be  attend- 
to  is,  that  patients  under  a  mercurial  courfe 
mould  be  told  of  the  effects  of  mercury  on  gold ; 
fuch  as  rings,  lace,  watches,  &c.  By  not  at- 
tending to  this  particular,  difagreeable  difcove- 
ries  may  fometimes  be  macje,  which  female  pa- 
tients especially  have  reafon  to  avoid. 
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general. 


BEFORE  I  enter  into  the  confideration  of  the 
different  mercurial  preparations,  the  reader 
.will  perhaps  be  pleafed  to  fee  a  fynoptical  view 
)>f  all  thofe  preparations  and  compounds  of  mer- 
cury hitherto  invented.  I  therefore  fubjoin  the 
following  Table,  where  the  acids  which  enter  the 
"aline  preparations  of  mercury  are  arranged  ac- 
cording to  the  table  of  elective  attractions  juft 
now  publifhed  by  Sir  Tobern  Bergman,  profeffor 
)f  chemiftry  at  Upfal. 

TABLE  of  all  the  different  Mercurial 
Preparations  and  Compositions  hi- 
therto  known. 

L  Preparation  where  the  Mercury  is  fimply 
purified. 

*  Hydrargyrum  purificatum. 

Mercurius  crudus  purificatus  officinarum. 
Argentum  vivum  purificatum.   Phartn.  Land. 
Jnglis,  Quickfilver,  crude  purified  mercury;  Ger- 
manisy  Reines  queckfilber;  Gallis,  Mercure  pure. 

*  II.  Pre- 
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II.  Preparations  in  which  the  Mercury  is  only  j 
divided. 

i .  By  gums  or  mucilages ;  fuch  as  gum  arabic, 
tragacanth,  &c. 

*  Hydrargyrum  gummofum. 

Mercurius  gummofus  of  Plenck  (the  inventor). 

CoMPOSTTA. 

*  Pilula  ex  hydrargyro  gummofo. 

Pilulae  ex  mercurio  gummofo.   Plenck.  Pharm.  Chir. 

Solutio  mercurialis  gummofa.  Ibid. 

Mixtura  mercurialis.    Pharm.  No/com.  Sti  Georgii. 

Potio  mercurialis.  Di/pen/atorii  Novi  Brunfwicenjis. 

Lac  mercuriale.  Plenck. 

Syrupu6  hydrargyri.    Pharmac  Suec. 

i.  By  refins  or  balfams ;  fuch  as  turpentine, 
balfamum  copaiva,  &c. 

*  Hydrargyrum  terebintbinatum,  &c. 

Composita. 

*  Pilulee  ex  hydrargyro  terebinthinato. 
Pilulae  mercuriales.  L. 

Pilulae  mercuriales  laxantes.  G. 

Pilulae  mercuriales  fialagogse.    Pharm.  Danic. 

Inje&io  mercurialis.   Pharm.  Edinb.  pauperum. 

3.  By  fuet  or  vegetable  oils ;  fuch  as  hog's-lard, 
goofe-fat,  or  butter  of  cocoa-nuts. 

*  Hydrargyrum  unguinofum. 

*  Unguentum  hydrargyri. 

Unguentum  ex  hydrargyro  coeruleum.  E. 
Unguentum  mercuriale,  feu  unguentum  Neapoli-. 
tanum.    Pharmac.  Anjiriaco-Provincialis. 

Co  MPOSITA. 

«  Unguentum  cceruleum  fortius.  L. 
Unguentum  cceruleum  mitius.  L. 
Unguentum  mercuriale.  D. 
P  Ceratum  mercuriale.  L. 

Emplaftrum 
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y  Emplaftrum  mercuriale.  O. 
Emplaftrum  ex  hydrargyro.  E. 
Emplaftrum  exgummiammoniaco  cum  mercuric  L. 
Emplaftrum  commune  cum  mercurio.  L. 
Emplaftrum  de  ranis  cum  mercurio.  A. 

4.  By  calcareous  earth ;  fuch  as  chalk,  chelae 
cancrorum,  &c. 

Mercurius  alkalifatus.  E. 
Pulvis  mercurialis.  G. 

Oil.  Preparations  where  the  Mercury  is  cal- 
cined by  heat  and  air. 

*  Hydrargyrum  calcinatum. 

Mercurius  calcinatus.    L.  S. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  per  fe.  L. 

Compos ita. 

*  Pilula  ex  hydrargyro  calcinato. 

Pilulae  fyphiliticae.    Pbarm.  Nofoc.  Sti  Thorn*. 

Pilulae  ex  mercurio  calcinato.  G. 

Pilulae  ex  mercurio  calcinato  anodynx.  G. 

!IV.  Preparations  where  the  mercury  is  partly 
divided  and  partly  dhTolved. 

1 .  By  fugar- candy,  or  faccharine  compofitions ; 

fuch  as  conferva  rofarum,  cynolbati,  &c. 
*  Saccharum  hydrargyratum. 

CoMrosiTA. 

*  Bolus  ex  hydrargyro  jaccharato- 

Bolus  cceruleus.  Th. 
Bolus  mercurialis.  G. 

2.  By  honey. 

*  Mel  hydrargyratum. 

Composita. 

Pilulae  .<Ethiopicae.  E. 

Pilulae  mercuriales  purgantes.    E.  Paup. 

Pilulae  BcUofti. 

3.  Mer- 
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3.  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur,  (flowers 

of*  brimftone). 
*  Hydrargyrum  Julphuratum. 

a.  By  fimple  trituration  or  fufion. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphuratum  nigrum. 

^Ethiops  mineralis.  t  0. 

COMPOSITA. 

Pulvis  uEthiopicus.  G. 

b.  By  fublimation. 

*  Hydrargyrum  fulphuratum  rubrum. 

Cinnabaris  faclitia,  feu  artificialis.  0. 
CoMPOSfTA. 

Pulvis  antilyflus  Sinenfis.  0. 

4.  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur  of  anti- 

mony. 

a.  By  fimple  trituration. 

*  Sulphur  antimonii  hydrargyratum  nigrum. 

iEthiops  antimonialis.  0. 

COMPOSITA. 

Pilulae  JEthiopicar.    E.  D. 

b.  By  fublimation. 

Sulphur  antimonii  hydrargyratum  rubrum. 
Cinnabaris  antimonii.  0. 

COMPOSITA. 

Bolus  Cinnabarinus.  C. 

5.  Mercury  combined  with  fulphur  by  preci- 

pitation. 

fSee  below  under  the  Preparation:  'with  the  Acid  of  Vitriolic.'] 

V.  Preparations  where  the  mercury  is  redu- 
ced to  the  form  of  a  metallic  fait  or  calx, 
by  acids. 

1.  Acid  of  fuet.  2.  Acid  of  common  fait.  3.  Acid  of 
fugar.  4.  Acid  of  amber.  5.  Acid  of  arfenic.  6.  Acid 
»f  wood-forrel.  7.  Acid  of  phofphorus.  8.  Acid  of 
vitriol.  9.  Acid  of  fugar  of  milk.    10.  Acid  of  tartar. 

11.  A- 
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11 .  Acid  of  citron  or  lemon.  1 2.  Acid  of  nitre.  1 3.  A- 
cid  of  fluor  mineral.  14.  Acid  of  vinegar.  15.  Acid 
of  borax.    16.  Acid  of  Berlin  blue.    17.  Aerial  acid. 

1 .  Mercury  Combined  with  acid  of  fuet  (aci- 

dum  febi.) 
Hydrargyrum  febinum. 

2.  Mercury  combined  with  the  muriatic  acid; 

or  acid  of  common  fait. 

*  a.  Hydrargyrum  muriatmn. 

*  rj-  j  .  CBy  fublimatioD, 

*  Hydrargyrum  murtatum  fortius  j  or 

Cby  precipitation 

Mercurius  fublimatus  corrofivus.  0. 
Mercurius  fublimatus  albus.  0. 
Mercurius  corrofivus  albus.    S.  L. 
Mercurius  corrofivus  via  humida  paratus.  Monnet. 

Composita: 

Solutio  fublimati  fpirituofa  of  Van  Swleten. 
Solutio  mercurii  fublimati  corrofivi.  E. 
Mixtura  mercurialis.  S. 
Mercurius  fublimatus  folutus.  G. 

*  Solutio  hydrargyri  faliti  fortioris  aquofa. 

Piluhe  e  mercurio  corrofivo  albo.  S. 

*  Lotto  fyphilitica  flava,  ( lotto  ex  hydrargyro  muriato 

fortiori.) 
Aqua  pbagedaenica.  O. 
Liquor  mercurialii.  A. 
Lotio  mercurialis.  Th. 
Solutio  fublimati  balfamica.  Plenck. 

*  Liquor  ad  condylomata. 

Aqua  cauftica  pro  condylomatibus.  Plenck. 

b.  Calx  hydrargyri  muriata;  i.  e.  the  calx  of  mercury 
united  with  fome  muriatic  acid. 

By  fublimation. 

*  Hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius. 

Mercurius  dulcis  (fublimatione  paratus).  O. 

Mercurius  dulcis  fublimatus.  L. 

Calomel  feu  calomelas.  L. 
Aquila  alba. 
Panacea  mercurialis. 
Mercurius  dulcis  lunaris.  Scbrotdtr, 

Com* 
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COMPOSITA. 

Bolus  mercurialis.  E. 

Bolus  jalappae  cum  mercurio.  Ibid. 

Bolus  rhei  cum  mercurio.  Ibid. 

Pilulae  calomelanos.  G. 

Pilulae  Plummeri.  E. 

Pilulae  alterantes  Plummeri.  O. 

Pilula  depurans.  Th. 

Pulvis  Plummeri.  0. 

Filulae  mercuriales  purgantei.  A. 

Pilulae  catarrhales  purgantes.  D. 

Pilulae  laxantes  cum  mercurio.  Ibid. 

Pulvis  e  fcammonio  cum  mercurio.  Th. 

*  Lotio  fyphilitica  nigra,  ( lotio  ex  hydrargyro  muriatt 

mitiori. ) 
Lotio  mercurialis.  G. 

By  precipitation. 

a.  From  its  folution  in  nitrous  acid  by  common  fait. 

*  Calx  hydrargyri  muriata  Scheelii. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  dulcis  of  Scheele,  (the  in- 
ventor). 

b.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  vegetable  alkali. 

Mercurius  pyxcipitatus  albus.  L. 

c.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  mineral  alkali. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus.  A. 

d.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  volatile  alkali. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  albus.  E. 

e.  From  its  folution  in  muriatic  acid  by  copper. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  viridis.  E. 

COMPOSITA. 

Unguentum  e  mercurio  praecipitato.  L. 
Linimentum  mercuriale.    E.  Paup. 

.  With  the  acid  of  fugar. 

Hydrargyrum  faccharatum.  Bergman. 

.  With  the  acid  of  amber. 

Hydrargyrum  fuccinatum.  Bergman. 

.  With  the  acid  of  arfenic. 

Hydrargyrum  arfenicatum.  Bergman. 

6.  With 
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6.  With  the  acid  of  wood-forrel,  (oxalis  ace- 

tofella  Linnaei). 

Hydrargyrum  oxalinum.  Bergman. 

7.  With  phofphoric  acid. 

Hydrargyrum  phofphoratum.  Bergman. 

By  precipitation  from  its  folution  in  the  nitrous  acid 
by  recent  urine.  • 
Rofa  mineralis.  0. 

8.  With  the  vitriolic  acid. 
*  a  Hydrargyrum  vitriolatum. 

Vitriolum  mercurii.  0. 
Oleum  mercurii.  9. 

b.  Calx  hydrargyri  vitriolata  ( flava ). 

Turpethum  minerale.  0. 
Mercurius  emeticus  flavus.  L. 
Mercurius  flavus.  E. 
Mercurius  prsecipitatus  luteus.  D. 
Turpethum  nigrum.  0. 

c.  Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  nitrous 

acid  by  hepar  fulphuris  or  hepar  calcis. 
Mercurius  prsecipitatus  niger.  0. 

9.  With  the  acid  of  fugar  of  milk. 

10.  With  the  acid  of  tartar. 

a.  Hydrargyrum  tartarifatum.  Bergman. 

b.  With  purified  tartar,  commonly  called  cream  of  tar- 
tar, (veg.  alkali  fuperfaturated  with  the  acid  of  tartar.) 

*  Tartarus  hydrargyratus.  < 

Terre  feuilletee  mercurielle  of  Dr  Preffavtn,  (the 

inventor.)  .     .  . 

c.  Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  nitrou. 

acid  by  the  acid  of  tartar. 
*  Calx  hydrargyri  tartarifata  flava;  vulgo,  Pulvis  Con- 

ftantinus.  .      ,  ... 

d.  Mercury  precipitated  from  its  folution  in  muriatic 

and  tartarous  acid  by  fixed  vegetable  alkali. 
»  Calx  hydrargyri  tartarifata  alba  i  vulgo,  Pulvis  argen- 

teus>  9.  With 


i6o  OF  MERCURIAL  PREPARATIONS 

11.  With  the  acid  of  citron. 

Hydrargyrum  citratum.  Bergman. 

12.  With  the  acid  of  nitre. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum. 

A.  Simply  diflblved. 

*  Acidum  nitri  hydrargyratum. 

*   Solutio  mercurii.  E. 

Compos  i  ta. 

Unguentum  citrinum.    E.  A.  S. 

B.  Evaporated  and  calcined  by  fire. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum  rubrum. 

Mercurius  corrofivus  ruber.    L.  E. 
Mercurius  priecipitatus  ruber.  0. 
Pulvis  principis.  0. 
Mercurius  corallinus.  L. 
Mercurius  tricolor.  0. 
Panacea  mercurii.    O.  0. 
Arcanum  corallinum. 
Panacea  mercurii  rubra.  0. 

Compos  i  ta. 

Balfamus  mercurialis.  Plenck. 
Unguentum  ophthalmicum.    St  Yves. 
Balfamum  ophthalmicum  rubrum.  D. 
Unguentum  prsecipitatum.  67. 
Unguentum  ad  lippitudinem.  Th. 
Unguentum  mercuriale  rubrum.  D. 
Unguentum  pomatum  rubrum.  D. 

C.  Precipitated  from  its  folution  in  nitrous  acid* 

a.  By  volatile  alkali. 

*  Hydrargyrum  nitratum  cinereum. 

Pulvis  mercurii  cinereus.  E. 
Turpethum  album.  0. 
Mercurius  praecipitatus  dulcis.  0. 

COMPOSITA. 

Dr  Ward's  white  drops,  (mercury  precipitated  by 

nitrous  acid,  and  rediflblvcd  by  fal  ammoniac). 
Vegetable  fyrup. 
Syrup  de  Belief. 

b.  By 
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b.  By  vinous  volatile  alkali,  (fpiritus  falis  ammoniac! 

vinofus). 
Turpethum  nigrum. 
Mercurius  prsfccipitatus  niger. 

c.  By  fixt  vegetable  alkali. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  fufcus.  JVurtz. 

d.  By  copper. 

Mercurius  praecipitatus  viridis.  B. 

13.  With  the  acid  of  fpar,  (fluor  mineralis.) 

Hydrargyrum  fluoratum.  Bergman. 

14.  With  the  acid  of  vinegar. 

*  Hydrargyrum  acetatum.  Bergman. 
CoMPOSITA. 

Troches  or  pills  of  Keyfcr. 

15.  With  the  acid  of  borax. 

Hydrargyrum  boraxatum.  Bergman. 

16.  With  the  acid  of  Berlin  blue. 

17.  With  the  aerial  acid,  (fixt  air). 

Hydrargyrum  aeratum.  Bergman. 


Most  of  the  different  mercurial  preparations 
[mentioned  in  the  foregoing  table,  have  been  re- 
commended at  different  times,  by  different  che- 
imifts  and  practitioners,  for  curing  the  venereal 
tdifeafe.  We  fhall  confine  ourfelves  to  the  con- 
sideration of  thofe  [marked  with  *]  principally 
employed  now,  which  have  either  maintained 
meir  reputation  from  their  firft  introduction  into 
practice,  or  which  were  difcovered  in  our  times, 
and  feem  to  poffefs  fuch  qualities  as  will  entitle 
;diem  to  the  fame  predicament. 

L  They 
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They  are  fhortly  as  follow. 

Mercury  in  its  crude  ftate  rubbed  down,  or,  as  it 
is  commonly  called,  extinguifloedor  killed,  with  fat  or 
oils,  with  gum  arabic,  turpentine,  confer  veofrofes, 
&c. — In  a  more  diffolved  ftate,  triturated  with 
fugar-candy,  which  I  think  I  properly  called,  fac- 
charum  hydragyratum. — United  with  fulphur  under 
the  name  of  cinnabar,,  for  fumigations. — The  metal 
calcined  by  itfelf,  and  thence  called,  hydrargyrum 
calcinatum. 

Mercury  diffolved"  by  different  acids,  and  uni- 
ted with  them  into  a  metallic  fait,  or  precipitated 
from  them  in  the  form  of  a  more  or  lefs  acrid 
calx.  Such, 

With  the  munatic  acid  :  The  corrofive  fub- 
limate,  which  I  gave  in  the  table  the  more  ade- 
quate name  of  hydrargyrum  muriatum  fortius,,  in 
order  to  diftinguiih  it  as  well  from  calomel  or  mer- 
curius dulcis,  which  I  called  hydrargyrum  muriatum 
mitiw  ;  as  from  the  mercurius  dulcis  prepared  by 
precipitation,  according  to  the  invention  of  Mr 
Scheele,  which  I  named  calx  hydrargyri  muriata 
Scheelii. 

With  the  acid  of  vitriol :  The  turpeth  mineral,, 
or  mercurius  emeticus,  or  prrecipitatus  flavus-, 
{calx  hydrargyri  vi  trio  lata). 

With  the  acid  of  tartar  :  The  hydrargyrum  tar- 
tarifatnm,  which  ought  to  be  diftinguiflied  from 
what  I  call  the  Tartarus  hydrargyratus,  or  terre  few 
illetee  mercurielle  of  Dr  PrefTavin  of  Paris,  which 
is  a  combination  of  mercury  with  purified  tartar, 
{cream  of  tartar). 

With  the  acid  of  nitre:  the  hydrargyrum  nitra- 
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urn  in  a  diluted  fimple  folution,  or  in  a  more 
olid  form,  as  in  the  Jyrup  de  Bellet  and  unguentum 
■itrhium.  The  pidvis  mercurii  cinereus  of  the  new 
Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia ;  where  the  mercury 
liflolved  in  nitrous  acid  is  precipitated  by  vo- 
atile  alkali,  however,  not  quite  deprived  of  the 
icid,  and  therefore  properly  called  hydrargyrum 
litratum  cinereum.  Dr  Ward's  white  drop,  where 
:he  mercury  diffolved  in  the  fame  acid  is  preci- 
pitated and  rediffolved  by  means  of  fal  ammoniac. 
Fhe  hydrargyrum  nitratum  rubrum,  improperly  call- 
ed red  precipitate,  where  the  metal,  after  being  dif- 
blved  in  this  acid,  is  expofed  to  a  certain  degree 
)f  fire,  whereby  it  acquires  the  colour.  And  laftly, 

With  the  acid  of  vinegar :  Hydrargyrum  aceta- 
um,  known  under  the  name  of  Keyfers  pills  or 
>roches ;  where  the  mercury,  after  having  under- 
gone a  long-continued  trituration,  is  thereby  fit- 
ted to  unite  with  this  acid. 

All  thefe  different  preparations  are  applied  in 
'  arious  forms,  fuch  as  powders,  pills,  bolufes, 
Ablutions,  lotions,  injections,  ointments,  &c. 
come  of  them  for  external,  but  by  far  the  greateft 
i.umber  for  internal  ufe.  In  general,  it  is  to  be 
llbferved,  that  all  faline  mercurial  preparations 
ire  the  fafer  and  better  the  finer  they  are  levi- 
ated. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XIII. 

On  Mercurial  Preparations  in  par- 

ticular. 

I.  On  Mercurial  Frictions. 

f  ~\ ?t'  thedi  fivrcnt  methods  hitherto  difcovered 
\jr  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe,  that  by  mer- 
curial frictions  is  perhaps  the  moft  efficacious,  as 
well  as  the  fafeft  and  mildeft.  The  application 
of  mercury  in  this  way,  however,  as  indeed  the 
ufe  of  mercurials  in  general,  requires  confiderable 
fkill  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  practitioner, 
as  well  as  a  very  ftrict  compliance  and  obfervation 
of  regimen  on  that  of  the  patient,  in  order  to  pro-* 
duce  the  defired  effect  in  the  fpeedieft  manner. — % 
Such  is  the  difference  of  conftitutions,  that  fome 
perfons  will  be  more  affected  by  a  few  frictions  than 
others,  feemingly  in  the  very  fame  circumflances, 
by  twenty  or  thirty ;  and  if  more  mercury  is  rub- 
bed on  the  former  with  a  view  to  increafe  the 
effect,  inltead  of  this,  we  run  the  rifk  of  bringing 
on  very  difagreeable  fymptoms,  fuch  as  faliva- 
tion,  vertigo,  feverifh.heair,  trembling  of  the  ex- 
tremities, and  chronic  violent  pains  in  the  arti- 
culations. 

When 
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When  frictions  have  their  proper  effect,  theufe 
rof  them  is  not  attended  with  any  bad  fymptoms ; 
::he  patient  is  eafily  cured  without  fuffering  much 
in  the  time,  or  without  finding  himfelf  much 
weakened  afterwards. — Moft  people  have  their 
fymptoms  in  fome  meafure  relieved  by  four  or 
iix  frictions  ;  though  fometimes  fourteen  or  fif- 
teen are  required  to  produce  this  effect. 

The  mercury  employed  for  this  purpofe  ought 
rco  be  very  pure;  and  as  practitioners  cannot  be 
tuTured  of  the  purity  of  what  is  fold  in  the  mops, 
trhey  ought  to  purify  it  themfelves.  Molt  of  our. 
[mercury  comes  from  Idria,  and  pafTes  through 
mhe  hands  of  the  Dutch,  by  whom  it  is  not  un- 
ffrequently  adulterated  with  heterogeneous  fub- 
[Itances,  without  any  diminution  of  its  fluidity 
K>F  metallic  fplendor :  but  no  phyfician  who  has 
the  fafety  of  his  patient  at  heart  ought  ever  to 
employ  quickfilver,  either  externally  or  internally, 
without  a  certainty  of  its  being  perfectly  pure  ; 
For,  by  making  ufe  of  the  metal  in  an  impure 
[{late,  he  may  not  only  be  difappointed  in  the  ef- 
fects he  expected,  but  it  may  prove  hurtful  to  the 
patient. 

This  being  the  cafe,  the  reader,  I  hope,  will  ex- 
::ufe  the  following  digrefTion. 


''Remarks  upon  the  Adulteration  Mid  Purif  cation  of 

Mercury. 

Quickfilver  is  found  in  mines,  either  native,  in 
which  ftate  it  is  called  mercurius  virgineus;  or  mi- 

L  3  nera- 
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neralifed,  when  it  obtains  the  name  of  ores,  from 
which  ores  it  is  afterwards  feparated  by  diftilla- 
tion. 

The  ores  of  mercury  are  of  different  kinds  and 
forms.  The  native  cinnabar,  however,  is  the  kind 
which  contains  the  greateft  quantity  of  quick- 
filver.  Although  many  recommend  the  native 
cinnabar  for  a  remedy,  it  is  a  matter  of  fad,  that 
it  is  often  impure  from  admixed  heterogeneous 
particles.  It  is,  therefore,  running  a  rifle  to  em- 
ploy native  cinnabar,  efpecially  for  internal  ufe. 
Though  it  is  fometimes  more  beautiful  in  its  co- 
lour than  the  artificial,  we  may  always  depend 
with  more  fafety  upon  the  latter,  if  it  be  only 
well  prepared. 

The  mercury  being  in  the  cinnabar,  or  other 
ores  of  mercury,  generally  mineralifed  by  fulphur, 
or  at  lead  concealed  under  it,  the  procefs  to  feparate 
it  from  the  fulphur  confifls  herein,  that  a  fub- 
ftance  be  united  wtih  mercurial  ores  which  has  a 
greater  affinity  with  the  fulphur  than  with  mer- 
cury ;  fuch  fubftances,  for  example,  are  alkaline 
falts,  calcareous  earth,  iron,  fcoria  ferri,  &c.  If, 
therefore,  one  or  other  of  the  juft  mentioned  fub- 
ftances (of  which,  however,  always  the  cheaper!  is 
chofen)  be  mixed  with  the  ore  of  mercury,  and 
expofed  to  diftillation,  this  fubftance  will  unite 
with  the  fulphur,  and  the  quickfilver,  being 
thereby  fet  at  liberty,  will  go  over  in  the  form 
of  vapours  into  the  recipient. 

A  bad  cuflom  has,  alas !  prevailed,  by  fome  of 
jntereft,  to  adulterate  mercury  with  lead,  with 
which  it  readily  unites.  This  adulteration  is  ac- 
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complifhed  the  eafier,  if  combined  with  fome 
bifmuth;  becaufe  the  amalgam  thus  produced 
is  much  more  fluid,  and  retains  much  better 
the  metallic  filver-like  fplendor  of  mercury.  It  is 
thence  evident,  that  the  colour  and  fplendor  of 
quickfilver  are  not  always  certain  characleri- 
ftics  of  its  purity;  and  the  purification  of  mer- 
cury, by  prefTmg  it  through  a  leather  bag,  is  by  no 
means  to  be  depended  upon,  becaufe  the  amalgam 
made  of  quickfilver,  lead,  and  bifmuth,  is  often  fo 
perfect,  that  though  even  the  fourth  part  of  the 
whole  mafs  confifts  of  lead  and  bifmuth,  very 
little  however  of  thofe  heterogeneous  fubftances 
will  remain  behind  in  the  leather-bag. 

The  only  fure  means  to  purify  quickfilver  is 
diftillation  ;  for  which  purpofe,  fome  think,  iron 
vefTels  are  beft  fitted,  iron  being  the  only  metal 
whofe  union  mercury  refufes,  and  there  being 
no  fear  that  iron  vefTels  are  deftroyed  by  the  pro- 
cefs  as  there  is  with  regard  to  thofe  made  of  glafs.' 
To  make  ufe  of  iron  vefTels  is  the  more  advifable, 
becaufe  the  mercury  expands  very  much  during 
the  operation,  by  which  means  glafs  vefTels  are 
eafily  broken.  The  higher  mercury  may  be  driven 
before  it  defcends  again,  the  better  it  is,  becaufe 
by  thefe  means  the  particles  of  lead  cannot  fo 
eafily  be  carried  with  it.  The  vefTel  for  this  opera- 
tion may  be  an  iron  pot,  with  a  long  iron  neck 
like  the  barrel  of  a  mufket.  But  in  order  to  con- 
denfe  the  better  and  eafier,  the  mercury  rifing  in 
the  form  of  vapours,  the  end  of  that  tube  bended 
downwards,  fhould  be  immerfed  into  vinegar 
jiie.or  two  inches  deep.    All  the  mercury  is,  by 
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this  method,  not  only  obtained  without  lofs,  and 
the  operator  is  expofed  to  no  danger,  but  the 
tranfcending  mercury  will  be  alfo  perfectly  freed 
and  purified  from  all  particles  of  lead  andbifmuth 
which  might  pombly  have  gone  over  with  it,  the 
quicklilver  being  indiffoluble  in  it.  The  charac- 
ters, therefore,  of  pure  quickfilver,  are  :  i .  That 
it  forms  globules  when  poured  upon  wood,  which 
always  retain  a  fpherical  form,  and  never  are 
drawn  into  length  like  a  thread  or  line.  i.  That 
it  be  not  covered  with  a  cuticle,  but  be  mining. 
3.  Rubbed  with  water,  the  fame  mud  thereby  not 
become  blackilh  or  foul.  4.  Vinegar  rubbed  or  di- 
gefted  with  it,  muft  thereby  aflume  no  fweet  tafte. 
5.  Put  in  an  iron  fpoon  over  the  fire,  it  muft 
evaporate  entirely  without  leaving  any  thing  be- 
hind. 

The  mercurial  ointment  is  generally  prepared  by 
excinguifhing,  or,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  killing 
the  mercury  with  hogs- lard  and  turpentine.  The 
preparation  of  the  ointment  in  this  manner  is 
very  exceptionable.  It  will  foon  produce,  in 
many  perfon:.  whofe  fkin  is  tender,  puftules  of 
an  inflammatory  kind,  which  are  very  painful, 
and  prevent  the  continuation  of  the  frictions. — 
A  more  proper  method  therefore  of  preparing 
mercurial  ointment  for  this  purpofe,  is  by  tritu- 
rating the  purified  metal  with  frefh  hogs-lard, 
repeatedly  warned  and  cleaned  for  feveral  days 
with  pure  water,  without  the  addition  of  any 
turpentine.  The  trituration  of  the  ointment  mull 
be  continued  for  two  hours,  even  after  all  the 
globules  of  mercury  have  difappeared,  in  order 
to  be  certain  of  the  moft  perfect  divifion.  It 
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I. 111  ft  then  be  kept  in  a  cold  place,  not  only  to" 
woid  its  growing  rancid,  but  alfo  to  prevent  its 
Ticking,  which  would  produce  a  feparation  and 
ubfequent  precipitation  of  the  metal  from  the 
ogs-lard  to  the  bottom  of  the  vefTel. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  precaution,  we  very 
often  meet  with  patients  whofe  fkin  feems  to  be 
h  extremely  irritable,  that  they  will  not  bear  the 
application  of  the  ointment  even  when  prepared 
ccording  to  the  method  juft  mentioned.  The 
;reat  propenfiry  of  the  hogs-lard  to  grow  rancid, 
ifpecially  in  hot  feafons  and  warm  climates,  con- 
tributes greatly  to  occafton  this  troublefome  irri- 
tability. In  fuch  circumftances  it  will  be  proper 
::ither  to  mix  with  the  above  ointment,  a  fmall 
.quantity  of  the  ointment  of  liquorice  recently 
prepared,  or  to  prepare  the  ointment  entirely  of 
mercury,  and  the  butyraceous  oil  obtained  from 
::ocoa-nuts  by  boiling  them  in  water;  or  to  make 
ufe,  inftead  of  any  ointment,  of  the  quickhlver 
llivided  by  the  mucilage  of  gum  arabic.  Thus, 
ndeed,  the  procefs  is  rendered  more  troublefome 
imdexpenfive;  but  the  practitioner  who  wiflies 
::o  render  the  cure  eafy  and  agreeable  to  his  pa- 
tient, will  readily  fubmit  to  inconveniences  of 
;ihis  kind. 

By  this  method  we  may  effectually  prevent  the 
pruritus  and  puftules  proceeding  from  any  of  the 
caufes  abovementioned,  efpecially  if  at  the  fame 
itime  the  place  where  the  ointment  is  to  be  rubbed 
in  be  previoufly  fhaved,  and  too  harfli  rubbing 
<with  the  hand  in  the  beginning  be  avoided.  For 
fometimes  fiich  puftules  feem  to  originate  from 
the  hair  being  violently,  moved  in  oppofite  direc- 
tions, 
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tions,  which,  by  thefe  means,  will  be  eafily  pre- 
vented. 

The  principal  obj eels,  after  the  application  of 
mercurial  frictions  has  been  fixed  upon,  ought  to 
be,  i/?,  To  difpofe  the  place  into  which  the  oint- 
ment is  to  be  rubbed  for  the  abforption  of  the 
mercury  ;  and,  idly^  To  difpofe  the  furface  of  the 
body  to  tranfmit  the  metal  through  its  pores,  af- 
ter it  has  produced  the  defired  effects  in  the  fy- 
flem,  as  fpeedily  as  poffible,  and  thus  prevent  fa- 
livating,  purging,  or  its  fettling  in  any  of  the 
cavities  of  the  body.  Eor  thefe  pur  poles,  it  will 
be  always  advifable  to  prefcribe,  before  we  begin 
the  frictions,  a  purgative,  and  to  order  the  patient 
to  fit  in  a  warm  bach  made  of  foft  water,  and  of 
about  86  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer, 
for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour  or  an  hour.  After 
he  has  been  in  it  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  he 
mud  be  rubbed  all  over  with  a  flefh-brufh,  or  a 
piece  of  flannel  and  foap,  to  clean  tliefkin,  and 
adapt  it  the  better  to  the  purpofes  abovemention- 
•ed.  This  is  to  be  done,  if  no  particular  circum- 
stance forbids,  the  day  before,  or  on  the  very 
day  that  the  friction  is  begun ;  and  to  be  repeated 
once  or  twice  a- week  afterwards,  during  the 
whole  time  he  is  ufing  the  frictions. 

The  fame  evening,  or  the  day  after,  having 
made  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  the  patient  mould 
begin  the  friction,  rubbing  into  the  outfide  or 
infide  of  his  thigh  or  leg,  before  he  goes  to  bed, 
a  drachm  of  the  mercurial  ointment  prepared  as 
above  directed.  The  friction  is  to  be  performed  by 
the  fire-fide  in  winter,  and  the  rubbing  mufl  be 
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I  continued  gently  for  half  an  hour  or  an  hour,  till 
[the  whole  be  rubbed  in.  The  part  mud  then  be  co- 
hered with  a  piece  of  linen  fattened  with  a  bandage ; 
nor  the  patient  muft  put  on  a  pair  of  drawers,  or  a 
jpair  of  ftockings  if  the  friction  has  been  made  on 
^he  leg.  The  fame  bandage,  &c.  may  ferve  for  the 
\whole  time,  being  applied  only  to  keep  the  fhirts 
-and  bed-linen  from  being  fullied  and  growing 
[black  from  the  ointment. — Before  each  new  ope- 
ration, the  greafe  and  blacknefs  ought  to  be  well 
ccleanfed  or  wafhed  off  with  foap  and  warm  wa- 
iter. The  friction  is  beft  made  by  the  patient  with 
Ihis  own  hand ;  but  to  fat  people  or  the  female  fex, 
tthis  operation  may  prove  tirefome,  in  which  cafe 
?a  fervant  mould  beinftructed  how  to  do  it,  putting 
ion  a  glove  made  of  a  foft  hog's  bladder.    I  would 
not  advife  any  perfon  to  perform  this  operation 
for  another  without  putting  on  fuch  a  glove,  be- 
caufe  I  have  feen  inftances  of  a  falivation  being 
I  brought  on  in  fome  afftftants  by  rubbing  in  the 
imercurial  ointment  with  their  naked  hand.  Be- 
jfides,  we  cannot  be  certain  how  much  ointment 
is  rubbed  into  the  patient,  when  part  of  it  is  ab- 
forbed  into  the  fervant's  hand. 

After  the  firft  friction,  we  muft  attentively 
obferve  whether  the  mercury  occafions  any  irre- 
gularity in  the  body  ;  and  if  it  does,  it  muft  be 
omitted  for  two  days,  taking  care  to  obferve  the 
fame  regimen,  to  be  well  clothed,  and  to  keep 
within  doors,  efpecially  in  a  cold  feafon  or  cold 
climate. 

If,  after  two  days,  the  patient  mould  perceive 
no  difagreeable  fymptoms,  the  fecond  friction 
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muft  be  made  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  firft. 
The  next  day  he  muft  leave  it  off  again ;  and  if 
he  then  finds  no  ill  effects,  from  it,  the  frictions 
may  be  continued  every  day,  either  morning  or 
evening,  without  intermiflion,  unlefs  fome  acci- 
dent intervene.  However,  the  place  of  rubbing 
muft  be  changed  every  day,  or  every  other  day, 
in  order  to  avoid  irritating  the  fkin,  and  to  pre- 
vent puftules  ariling  upon  it.  If,  after  five  or  fix 
frictions,  we  find  that  the  patient's  conftitution 
will  bear  the  mercury,  and  that  he  has  no  fever, 
diarrhoea,  falivation,  or  immoderate  fweating,  we 
may  rub  in  at  every  friction  two  drachms  of  the 
ointment,  efpecially  if  the  fymptoms  be  obfti- 
nate. 

In  this  fituation,  when  the  weather  is  warm, 
or  indeed  unlefs  it  be  feverely  cold  and  damp,  the 
patient  may  go  out  every  day  during  the  fric- 
tions, provided  he  be  warmly  cloathed,  and  avoid 
the  cold  wind,  and  efpecially  the  night  air.  But 
he  mull  carefully  guard  againft  checking  perfora- 
tion ;  and  therefore,  if  the  weather  is  cold  and 
moill,  he  lhould  rather  keep  at  home  in  a  warm 
room,  and  fhun  as  much  as  poffible  every  in- 
convenience from  cold,  In  a  fevere  feafon  he 
mould  wear  flannel  (lockings  and  a  flannel  waift- 
coat,  according  to  circumftances,  either  over  or 
under  the  fhirt. 

During  all  this  time,  however,  we  muft  if 
poffible  ufe  the  warm  bath,  as  already  directed, 
once  or  twice  a  week  ;  proceeding  in  this  man- 
ner, until  the  patient's  health  be  perfectly;  re- 
eftablifhed,  which  will  be  with  30  or  35  frictions, 
if  che  foft  parts  only  have  been  affected  :  but  if 
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the  difeafe  has  been  confirmed,  or  of  a  Jong 
IVtanding,  fo  that  the  bones  are  affected,  50,  6o, 
pr  70  frictions  will  be  abfolutely  neceffary  to 
Imake  a  perfect  and  radical  cure  ;  though  this,  no 
l.loubt,  will  vary,  according  to  the  constitution 
pf  the  patient. 

I    It  mud  here  be  remarked,  as  an  obfervation 
pf  great  confequence  both  to  the  phyfician  and 
tpatient,  that  the  ceffation  of  the  fymptoms  is  ne- 
wer to  be  looked  upon  as  demonstrating  a  radical 
cure.    This  we  ought  to  tell  our  patients  in  the 
[beginning,  efpecially  if  they  be  of  the  female  fex, 
tthat  to  alleviate  the  pain  or  abate  the  fymptoms 
iof  the  diforder,  and  to  deftroy  and  eradicate  en- 
tirely the  venereal  poifon  from  the  body,  are  two 
very  different  things.    The  former  may  often  be 
accomplished  in  three  in  four  days  by  a  very  few 
frictions  ;  whereas  the  latter  will  fometimes  re- 
quire as  many  months.    The  fame  thing  will 
fometimes  happen  in  this  refpect  when  we  leave 
off  the  frictions  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  difap- 
pear,  as  when  we  leave  off  the  Peruvian  bark  in 
agues  as  foon  as  the  fever  is  gone  :  the  fever  foon 
returns  again,  although  perhaps  with  a*  different 
type ;  but  continuing  the  bark  for  a  longer  time, 
we  are  fure  of  a  perfect  cure,  and  need  riot  be  in 
the  leaft  afraid  of  a  relapfe. 

We  muft  therefore  for  the  fafety  of  our  pa- 
tients continue  the  ufe  of  mercury  as  long  as  it  is 
neceffary ;  but  it  is  here  where  the  practitioner 
muft  give  proof  of  his  judgment  and  experience. 

When  the 'patient,  during  the  frictions,  or 
otherwife  ufing  mercury,  perceives  his  gums 
begin  to  fwell,  his  breath  to  fmell  difagree- 
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ably,  his  throat  to  become  painful  in  the  infide, 
or  when  he  fpits  oftner  than  ufual,  the  ufe  of 
mercury  is  immediately  to  be  left  off,  until  thele 
fymptoms  difappear,  when  we  may  go  on  with 
it  again :  but  I  think  it  eligible  to  go  on  with 
the  frictions,  if  the  patient  can  otherwife  bear  I 
them,  pretty  brifkly,  until  the  mouth  be  a  little 
affected  ;  becaufe  thus  we  are  certain  that  the 
frictions  have  had  their  proper  effect,  and  that 
the  mercury  has  been  abforbed  into  the  fyftem. 

The  generality  of  patients,  as  has  been  already 
mentioned,  find  fome  relief  after  a  few  frictions  ; 
but  there  are  fome,  efpecially  thofe  who  have  the 
bones  affected  with  tophus,  caries,  &c.  in  whom 
no  remiffion  of  the  fymptoms  takes  place  till  after  - 
fourteen  or  twenty  frictions  ;  and  fometimes,  in 
this  ftate  of  the  difeafe,  feventeen  ounces  of  mer^j 
curial  ointment  will  be  requifite  to  make  a  per- 
fect cure. 

In  all  fuch  cafes  we  muft  endeavour  to  make 
the  mercury  go  off  by  perfpiration  ;  but  profufe 
fweating  ought  not  to  be  encouraged,  left  it  mould 
weaken  the  patient,  or  bring  on  a  confumption, 
efpecially  in  fuch  as  are  cachectic,  or  of  a  thin 
habit  of  body.  Where  we  find  the  body  naturally 
difpofed  to  falivation,  or  to  immoderate  fweats,  we 
ought  to  be  very  cautious  how  we  proceed.  In  this 
cafe  the  patient  mould,  efpecially  in  bad  weather, 
keep  within  doors,  in  a  moderate  warm  room, 
without  being  too  much  covered,  particularly  on 
his  head  or  neck.  The  proper  temperature  of 
the  room  in  winter  is  betwixt  the  75th  and  78th 
degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer ;  but  if,  in 
this  feafon?  he  fhould  be  obliged  to  go  abroad,,  he 

ought 
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ight  always  to  wear  a  flannel  waiftcoat  under 
s  ftiirt.    But  in  fine  dry  weather,  I  would  even 
.vife  him  to  go  abroad  ;  for  I  have  found,  in 
any  inftances,  that  the  enjoying  of  pure  free 
r  contributes  rather  to  prevent  a  falivation.  In 
arm  feafons  or  climates  fuch  precautions '  are 
lneceffary.    If  the  patient  be  weak,  the  Peru- 
,an  bark  may  be  given  with  advantage,  from 
ifcruple  to  a  drachm,  in  milk,  every  morning 
nd  evening. 

By  thefe  means  I  have  generally  fucceeded  to 
revent  the  above  mentioned  bad  effedts  of  the 
uercu'ry,  as  well  as  its  running  off  by  flool,  a 
rmptom  to  which  we  mould  always  carefully 
t:tend  during  a  mercurial  courfe  ;  for  when  a 
lunftng  is  occasioned  by  medicines  of  this  kind, 
+&ir  abforption  from  the  inteftines  is  prevented, 
lad  they  do  little  or  nothing  againft  the  difeafe. 
lhave  feen  feveral  patients  treated  in  this  man- 
ner, who,  after  taking  mercury  for  fix  or  eight 
veeks,  which  kept  them  all  that  time  in  a  conti- 
nual diarrhoea,  were  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  at 
ae  end  of  the  courfe  as  they  had  been  at  the  be- 
inning.  In  this  cafe  it  happens  much  the  fame 
?s  when,  by  an  imprudent  management,  a  fali- 
ation  is  raifed  ;  the  mercury  then,  though  ab- 
Drbed  into  the  fyftem,  feems  to  run  off  by  the 
alivary  glands,  as  haftily  as  it  is  given,  without 
•erforming  thofe  falutary  effects  in  the  body, 
tecelTary  for  eradicating  the  veneral  poifon  and 
>erfecYmg  a  cure.  Immoderate  fweats,  occauoned 
>y  mercury,  feem  to  be  productive  of  limilar 
:onfequences. 

II.  On 
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.  II.    On  Mercurial  Fumigations. 

I  have  little  to  fay  on  this  fubject.  Mercurial 
fumigations  are  now-a-days  no  more  in  ufe  for 
curing  the  lues,  but  prove  often  a  moft  effectual 
remedy  againft  local  venereal  complaints.  Th 
cinnabar  is  for  this  purpofe  to  be  put  upon  liv 
coals,  and  the  riling  fmoke  to  be  conveyed  by 
means  of  a  proper  tube  to  the  part  affected. 

III.  Of  Saline  and  other  Mercurial  Prepa- 
rations. 

The  hydrargyrum  gummofum,  (or  mercuriusgum- 
mofus),  is  a  mild  mercurial  preparation,  in  which 
the  crude  metal  is  divided  by  means  of  gum 
arabic.  Mr  Plenck,  the  inventor  of  this  prepa- 
ration, firlt  prefcribed  it  diluted  with  water,  in 
the  form  of  a  mixture;  but  this  form  being 
found  inconvenient  on  account  of  the  mer- 
cury not  remaining  properly  fufpended,  he  pro- 
pofed,  fome  time  ago,  to  make  the  fame  into 
the  form  of  pills.  He  for  this  purpofe  orders, 
of  highly  purified  quickfilver,  two  drachms,  to 
be  triturated  with  three  drachms  of  powdered 
gum  arabic,  and  a  fufficient  quantity  of  conferve 
of  hips,  in  a  marble  mortar,  till  the  mercury  has 
difappcared  ;  then,  after  continuing  the  tritura- 
tion for  an  hour  longer,  the  mal's  to  be  mixed 

with 
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with  half  an  ounce  of  crumb  of  white  bread,  and 
then  to  be  formed  into  pills  of  three  grains  each, 
of  which  the  patient  is  to  take  fix  each  morning, 
and  fix  every  evening.  This  form  is  undoubt- 
edly lefs  exceptionable,  but  Mill  liable  to  another 
inconvenience,  which  is,  that  thefe  pills,  like  all 
thofe  made  with  crumb  of  bread,  when  kept  for  a 
[length  of  time,  grow  fo  hard,  that  they  fre- 
quently pafs  the  ftomach  undiliblved,  and  are  e- 
vacuated  by  (tool  in  the  fame  globular  form 
they  were  taken.  This  objection,  indeed,  cannon 
[be  made  to  them,  if  they  are  prepared  frefh  every 
ifecond  or  third  day  ;  and,  in  that  cafe,  they  will 
Ibe  found  a  very  valuable  acquifition  for  our  phar- 
imacopceia  fyphilitica. — A  bolus  made  from  five 
tto  ten  grains  of  quickfilver,  extinguifhed  by  a  fuf- 
ficient  quantity  of  the  conferve  of  rofes,  or  con- 
tfectio  cardiaca,  &c.  will,  according  to  circum- 
! fiances,  ferve  for  the  fame  purpofe. 

Mercury  divided  by  means  of  fome  balfam, 
would  be  a  very  acceptable  and  ufeful  medicine 
iin  different  cafes.  An  attempt  of  the  kind  has 
Ibeen  made  in  the  pilule  ex  hydrargyro  terebin- 
tthinato,  where  one  ounce  of  quickfilver  is  united 
\whh  a  drachm  and  a  half  of  turpentine  :  but  be- 
Ifides  that  the  divifion  is  extremely  tedious,  which 
iindeed  might  be  obviated  by  adding  fome  drops 
of  the  oil  of  turpentine,  this  compofition  is,  like  all 
ifaline  mercurial  preparations,  fometimes  very  ape 
Wo  excite  griping  and  purging.  This  is  undoubt- 
edly owing  to  the  quality  of  turpentine  ;  the  beft 
Ifort  Ihould  be  chofen  for  this  purpofe,  and,  ac- 
cording to  circumftances,  inftead  of  the  turpen- 
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tine,  the-  balfam  of  Gilead,  or  halfamum  Carta-- 
denfe,  united  with  fome  vegetable  powder,  might 
be  tried ;  and  thus  a  pill  of  five  or  feven  grains 
be  given  every  evening. 

The'  faccharurn  hydrargyratum,  or  quickfilver. 
ttriturated  with  twice  or  three  times  its  weight 
of  fugar-candy,  is,  in  many  imftances,  a  moft 
excellent  medicine,  as  well  for  internal  as  exter- 
nal ufe.  Its  dofe  internally  is  from  four  to  eight 
grains  a-day,  in  the  form  of  powders,  pills,  ox 
troches. 

The  hydrargyrum  cak  'matum,  or  calcined  meK 
cury,.  I  have  conitantly  found  to  be  apt  to  excite 
griping*.    This  may  be  in  fome  refpect  avoidedy 
by  giving  half  a  grain  of  it  with  a  grain  of  o- 
piunr  every  night  in  the  form  of  a  pill. 

The  hydr'argyrum  acetatum,  known  by  the  name 
of  Keyfer's  pills  or  troches,  has  of  late  made  a 
great  noife  in  France.  It  has  been  recommended 
as  the  fafeft  and  belt  medicine  for  curing  venereal 
complaints,  even  of  the  molt  obftinate  and  inve- 
terate kind,  without  ever  occasioning  a  falivation, 
or  producing  any  of  thofe  bad  fymptoms  which 
fometimes  attend  the  ufe  of  other  mercurials. 
Time  and  experience,  however,  have  Ihewn  that 
this  remedy  fometimes  proved  ineffectual  in  re- 
moving the  complaints,  and  in  many  inftances 
produced  the  bad  fymptoms  attending  other  mer- 
curials. Mercury,  indeed,  as  long  as  it  retains 
its  nature,  certainly  will  falivate  or  purge,  if  gi- 
ven imprudently,  or  if  the  patients  do  not  take 
proper  care  of  themfelves.  Befides,  among  a  va- 
riety of  patients,  fome  will  certainly  be  met  with 
where  this  medicine  proves  net  fo  efficacious  as 

has 
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has  been  pretended.  Every  phyucian  who  has 
had  fome  practice  in  venereal  complaints,  mult 
have  met  with  cafes  where  one  mercurial  prepara- 
;ions  has  produced  little  or  no  effect,  whilft  ano- 
iher,  tried  afterwards,  fucceeded  beyond  expec- 
zation.  Thefe  cafes  we  are  not  able  to  account 
for ;  nor  do  we  as  yet  know  the  nature  of  the  hu- 
man body  fufficiently  to  forefee  them  a  priori, 
Keyfer's  pills  are  a  faline  mercurial  preparation, 
where  the  mercury  is  nrft  divided  by  a  long  con- 
:inued  trituration,  and  then  dilTolved  in  vinegar. 
Hence,  like  all  other  mercurial  preparations,  it 
may  fometimes  produce  very  good  effects,  and 
DerfeCtly  cure  the  difeafe ;  whilft,  in  other  in- 
tances,  it  may  prove  lefs  ufeful,  or  even  hurt- 
ful * 

The  hydrargyrum  tartarifaUimy  we  call  a  com*- 
Dination  of  mercury  with  fimple  acid  of  tartar,  in 
})rder  to  diftinguiih  it  from  the  Tartarus  bydrar- 
yryratus,  an  invention  of  Dr  PrefTavin  at  Paris, 
who  gave  it  the  name  of  terre  feuilletee  mer curie Ik. 
IThis  latter  preparation  being  a  combination  of 
mercury  with  purified  tartar,  or  cream  of  tartar, 
which  is  a  middle  fait  compound  of  vegetable 

M  2  alkali, 

*  The  hydrargyrum  acetatum,  prepared  by  mixing  a  folution 
f  hydrargyrum  niiratum  in  water,  with  a  folution  of  akah 
egetabile  acetatum  (fal  dittreticus J,  is  an  ingenious  prepara- 
ion,  and  perhaps  much  better  than  that  of  Keyfer.    It  cer- 
uinly  contains  more  mercury  than  his,  becaufe  metals  can  be 
.iffolved  in  acids  only  in  proportion  to  the  lofs  of  their  phlo- 
,ifton  ;  and  in  the  latter  preparation,  the  mercury  is  more  re- 
duced to  a  calx  by  its  previous  union  with  the  nitrous  acid, 
ilence  it  is  more  foluble  in  the  acetous  acid,  as  foon  as  the 
:cid  of  nitre,  difengaged  from  the  metal  by  the  fixed  vegetable 
Ikali,  leaves  the  former  at  liberty  to  a&  upon  it. 
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alkali,  fuperfaturated  with  the  acid  of  tartar. 
Both  thefe  preparations  are  nearly  of  a  limilar 
nature  with  the  former,  though  perhaps,  in  fome 
refpects,  preferable  to  it. 

The  hydrargyrum  nitratum,  or  mercury  united 
witlt  nitrous  acid,  has  been  employed  in  different 
forms  and  preparations  internally  and  externally. 
For  external  ufe  the  folution  diluted  with  water  has 
been  made  ufe  of  as  a  wafh,  and  is  a  very  good 
medicine  for  chancres,  &c.  The  fame  folution 
made  with  one  ounce  of  quickulver  to  three  ounces 
of  nitrous  acid,  and  while  yet  warm  united  with 
a  pound  of  hog's  lard  by  a  careful  trituration, 
yields,  under  the  name  of  unguentum  citrinum,  one 
of  the  moft  efficacious  remedies  I  know  of  for 
obftinate  fyphilitic  complaints  of  the  (kin.  The 
red  precipitate,  or  hydrargyrum  mtratum  rubrum, 
prepared  from  the  fame  folution,  expofed  to  fire 
till  it  acquires  the  colour  mentioned,  is  of  a  cor- 
rofive  nature,  and  therefore  employed  only  in  pow- 
der fprinkled  upon  venereal  ulcers  as  a  cauftic- 
Vor  internal  ufe  the  hydrargyrum  nitratumhas 
been  commonly  given  from  half  a  grain  to  a 
grain,  in  a  quart  of  any  of  the  decoctions. — Dr 
Ward' 's  ivhite  drop,  which  gained  fome  reputa- 
tion, is  nothing  elfe  but  quickulver  difTolved  by 
nitrous  acid,  precipitated  and  redifTolved  by  means 
of  fal  ammoniac.  But  the  hydrargyrum  niiratum 
anertum,  in  the , new  Edinburgh  Pharmacopoeia, 
called  by  its  inventor  Dr  Black  pufois  mercurii 
cinereus,  is  one  of  the  mildeft  of  the  faline 
mercurial  preparations,  and  may  be  given  to 
the  dofe  of  a  grain  every  evening,  and  occa- 
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fionally  alfo  every  morning. — The  following  is 
the  method  of  preparing  it  :  Quickfilver,  diluted 
acid  of  nitre,  of  each  equal  quantities  in  weight. 
After  the  mercury  is  diflblved,  the  folution  is  to 
be  diluted  with  pure  water,  and  as  much  liquid 
volatile  alkali  (fpiriius  falis  ammoniaci)  to  be  drop- 
ped into  it  as  is  mfficient  for  depriving  the  mercury 
of  the  acid:  afterwards  the  grey  powder  is  to  be 

iwafhed  with  pure  water  and  dried.  The  fyrup 

of  Bellet,  (commonly  called  vegetable  fyrup)  a 
clebrated  compofition,  the  ingredients  of  which 
are  kept  fecret,  is,  as  I  was  informed  by  people 
of  authority  in  France,  mercury  precipitated  from 
iits  folution  in  the  acid  of  nitre  by  fixed  vegetable 
alkali,  and  the  precipitate  afterwards  difTolved 
in  vitriolic  ether  mixed  with  fome  agreeable 
fyrup. 

I  mail  now  take  notice  of  a  preparation  of  mer- 
cury, firft  recommended  by  the  celebrated  Earon 
Van  Swieten.  This  preparation  is  the  corrofive 
fublimate,  (mercurius  fublimatus  corrofivus)  ;  or, 
as  I  would  rather  call  it  in  the  more  accurate 
language  of  chemiftry,  the  hydrargyrum  muriatmn 
(fortius.)  Some  years  ago  this  medicine  en- 
gaged the  attention  of  all  Europe.  By  fome  it 
was  recommended  as  a  moft  excellent  and  effi- 
cacious remedy  againft  the  moft  inveterate  com- 
plaints, and  word  ftages  of  the  venereal  dif- 
eafe.  It  was  particularly  recommended  in  erup- 
tions on  the  fkin,  and  in  venereal  affections  of 
the  bones ;  while  others  exclaimed  againft  it  as  be- 
ing frequently  productive  of  the  word  effects 
without   ever  radically  curing  the  diflemper. 

M  3  Both 


i82  ON  MERCURIAL  PREPARATIONS 


Both  parties  feem  to  have  gone  too  far  in  praifing 
as  well  as  blaming.  I  have  feen  cafes  where  this 
medicine  has  perfectly  cured  the  moft  inveterate 
and  obftinate  venereal  complaints  ;  while  in 
others  I  have  found  it  produce  effects  of  the 
word  kind,  fuch  as  lofs  of  appetite,  griping, 
purging,  headach,  fever,  anxiety,  oppremon  of 
the  bread,  and  even  fpitting  of  blood,  without 
curing,  or  even  appearing  to  have  the  leaft  effect 
on  the  difeafe.  But  in  general  I  have  frequently 
obferved  that  this  medicine  very  foon  mitigates 
the  moft  troublefome  fymptoms  of  the  venereal 
tliieafe,  without  effecting  a  radical  cure,  even 
after  being  applied  for  a  very  confiderable  time  ; 
and  I  am  apt  to  think  now,  that  its  great  repu- 
tation arole  at  firft  from  this  property  of  fre- 
quently alleviating  lb  remarkably  the  fymp- 
toms. 

Upon  the  whole,  though  it  is  certain  that  there 
are  fome  conftitutions  which  will  never  bear  this 
violent  medicine  without  danger,  yet,  from  fuch 
obfervatioris  as  I  have  been  able  to  make,  it  feems 
probable,  that  the  bad  effects  attributed  to  the 
corrofive  fublimate  have  fometimes  arifen  either 
from  its  improper  preparation,  from  an  immo- 
derate dole,  or  otherwife  from  a  defect  of  practi- 
cal judgment  in  the  phyfician  or  furgeon.  There- 
fore, although  I  never  like  to  employ  violent 
remedies  where  I  can  effect  a  cure  with  mild  ones; 
vet  it  muft  be  allowed,  that,  in  practice,  cafes  will 
fometimes  occur  attended  with  fuch  fymptoms  as 
require  the  ufe  of  the  moft  powerful  medicines,  if 
lor  no  other  purpofe  but  for  a  fpeedy  temporary 

relief. 
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relief.  In  thefe  cafes  it  will  fometimes  be  highly 
advifable  to  have  recourfe  to  the  fublimatej  tho' 
it  is  probable  to  me,  that  fuch  cafes  are  much 
lefs  frequent  than  it  is  commonly  thought.  But 
at  any  rate,  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  muft 
be  well  confidered  before  we  have  recourfe  to  this 
medecine.  If  he  be  of  a  ftrong  habit  of  body,  and 
his  lungs  healthy,  we  may  fafelytry  the  fubli- 
mate,  ufing  the  neceffary  precautions  with  .regard 
to  its  dofe  and  manner  of  exhibition  :  but  I 
would  never  recommend  it  wheEe  the  patient  is 
of  a  weak,  delicate,  and  irritable  habit  of  body,  or 
■if  he  has  a  fmall.cheft,  has  had  formerly  an  hx- 
moptyfis,  or  any  pulmonary  complaint ;  ;for  thefe 
perfons  I  have  always  obferved  to  fufier  from  the 
•ufe  of  the  fublimate.  Some  indeed  who  were  ap- 
parently of  a  ftrong  conftitution,  I  have  feen 
equally  affected  by,  this  remedy ;  for  which  reafon 
it  is  always  neceftary  to  betcautious  in  the  ufe  of 
it.  We  ought  never  to  begin  with  more  than  a 
quarter  or  at  moft  .half  a  grain  a-day,  diffolved 
.  in  milk,  barley-water,  or  a  decoction  of  iarfapa- 
rilla.  When  given  in  this  manner,  if  the -patient 
is  a  proper  liibject  for  this  medicine,  it  will  not 
readily  produce  any  bad  or  at;leaft  anydanger- 
rous  confequences ;  the  lefs  fo  when  adminiftered 
in  a  warm  fealbn,  or  in  a:hot  climate.  In  ufing 
the  fublimate,  it  ought  befides  always  to  be  re- 
membered, that  we  can  never  be  too  careful  with 
regard  to  its  choice;  and  that  with  the  utmoft 
care  and  attention  to  the  preparation  of  the 
fublimate,  it  is  hardly  ever  poflible  to  obtain  it 
f  the  fame  degree  of  ftrength,  even  by  follow- 
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ing  always  the  very  fame  procefs.  In  all  cafes 
therefore  the  patient  lliould  be  ordered  to  leave  it 
off  immediately  on  perceiving  any  of  the  above- 
mentioned  bad  fymptoms.  Sometimes  it  alfo  occurs 
in  the  mops  adulterated  with  arfenic,  which  may 
be  difcovered  when  mixed  with  lime-water,  in 
which  cafe  it  will  produce  a  black  colour ;  where- 
as, if  genuine,  it  yields  with  the  fame  an  orange- 
coloured  precipitate,  to  which  we  gave  the  name 
lotio  fyphilitka  fia'va^  if  one  drachm  of  fublimate  is 
added  to  one  pound  of  lime-water.  Its  texture 
befides,  if  genuine,  ought  to  be  of  a  radiated  ap- 
pearance ;  whereas  the  fame,  if  adulterated,  has 
lather  a  granulated  one. 

The  hydrargyrum  muriatum  mitius,  or  frill  more 
properly  the  calx  hydrargyri  muriata,  commonly 
called  calomel,  mercurius  dulcis,  mercurius  fublima- 
tus  dulcis,  panacea  mcrcurialis,  aqu'tla  alba,-  &cc.  is 
a  milder  preparation  than  corrofive  fublimate, 
but  ilill  an  acrid  one,  and  thus  very  apt. to 
produce  gripings,  and  to  run  off  by  ftool.  1  Be- 
sides, as  its  manner  of  acling.  depends  very  much 
on  the  accuracy  of  its  preparation,  and  other  cir- 
cumftances  which  we  are  not  mafter  of,  its  effi- 
cacy in  curing  the  lues  is  not  much  to  be  de- 
pended upon.  Indeed  calomel  is  in  different 
countries,  in  different  fhops  in  the  fame  country, 
nay  even  in  the  fame  lliops  at  different  times,  a 
very  different  medicine.  On  this  account,  tho' 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  many  have  been  cured 
of  the  venereal  difeafe  by  this  medicine.  I  never 
make  ufc  of  it  internally  but  for  a  .mercurial 
purge.    However,  as  it  may  prove  an  excellent 
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::medy  for  external  applications,  and  as  Mr 
ccheele,  by  his  new  method  of  preparing  it  •via 

iimida  lately  inferted  in  the  Acla  Stockholm,  has 

ready  removed  all  the  objections  it  was  formerly 

able  to,  it  will  perhaps  be  agreeable  to  fome  of 
t  ry  readers  to  be  more  exactly  acquainted  with  this 

itter  procefs.   I  fhall  therefore  infert  it  here. 

"  Half  a  pound  of  quickfilver,  and  the  fame 
quantity  of  pure  aquafortis,  are  to  be  put  into  a 
inall  veffel  with  a  long  neck,  the  mouth  of  which 

s  to  be  covered  with  paper.  The  veffel  is  then 
iobe  placed  in  a  warm  fand-bath;  and  after  a  few 
uours,  when  the  acid  affords  no  figns  of  its  acting 
r,ny  longer  on  the  quickfilver,  the  fire  is  to  be  in- 
;:reafed  to  fuch  a  degree  that  the  folution  may 

learly  boil.  This  heat  is  to  be  continued  for 
:hree  or  four  hours,  taking  care  to  move  the  vef- 
fel from  time  to  time,  and  at  laft  the  folution  is 
.0  be  fuffered  to  boil  gently  for  about  a  quarter 
)f  an  hour.  In  the  mean  while  we  are  to  diffolve 
ffour  ounces  and  a  half  of  fine  common  fait  in  fix 
or  eight  pints  of  water.  This  folution  is  to  be 
noured  boiling  into  a  glafs  veffel,  in  which  the 
abovementioned  folution  of  quickfilver  is  to  be 
imixed  with  it,  gradually,  and  in  a  boiling  flate 
alfo,  taking  care  to  keep  the  mixture  in  conftant 
rmotion.  When  the  precipitate  is  fettled,  the  clear 
iiquor  is  to  be  drained  from  it,  after  which  it  is 
to  be  repeatedly  warned  with  hot  water  till  it 
ceafes  to  impart  any  tafle  to  the  water.  The 
precipitate  obtained  by  this  method  is  to  be  filtred, 
and  afterwards  dried  by  a  gentle  heat. 

u  It  might  be  fuppofed,  that  when  the  nitrous 

acid 
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•acid  ceafes  to  effervefce  with  the  mercury,  it  is  I 
dfaturated  with  it :  but  this  is  far  from  being  the 
cafe  ;  the  acid,  when  the  heat  is  increafed,  being 
itill  able  to  dhTolve  a  confiderable  quantity  of  it; 
with  this  difference,  however,  that  the  quickfilver 
at  the  beginning  of  the  procefs  is  calcined  by  the 
acid,  but  afterwards  is  diflblved  by  it  in  a  metal-  I 
lie  form.    In  proof  of  this  we  may  obferve,  that  I 
not  only  more  elaftic  vapour  arifes,  but  alfo  that, 
by  adding  either  fixed  or  volatile  cauftic  alkali  | 
we  obtain  a  black  precipitate  ;  whereas,  when  the 
iblution  contains  only  calcined  quickfilver,  the 
precipitate  becomes  yellow  by  fuch  an  addition. 
If  this  black  precipitate  is  gently  diftilled,  it  rifesf 
in  the  form  of  quickfilver,  leaving  a  yellow  pow-1 
der,  which  is  in  fact  that  part  of  the  mercury  that  J 
in  the  beginning  of  the  operation  was  calcined  { 
by  the  nitrous  acid. 

"  The  boiling  of  the  folution  for  about  a ' 
quarter  of  an  hour  isneceflary,  in  order  to  keep  the  : 
hydrargyrum  nitratum  in  a  diiTolved  ftate,  it  being  \ 
much  difpofed  to  chryftallize.    la  general,  fome 
of  the  mercury  remains  undiffolved  ;  but  it  is  al-  I 
\vays  better  to  take  too  much  than  too  little  of  it, 
becaufe  the  more  metallic  fubftanee  the  folution 
contains,  the  more  mercurius  dulcis  will  be  ob- 
tained. 

"  It  is  necefTary  to  pour  the  mercurial  folution  | 
into  the  folution  of  fait  by  a  little  at  a  time,  and 
cautioully,  fo  that  no  part  of  the  undiflblved 
quickfilver  may  pafs  along  with  it.  Two  ounces 
of  common  fait  are  fufficient  to  precipitate  all  the 
mercury ;  but  then  it  may  eafily  happen  that  fome 

fuperfluous  ^ 
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(pperfluous  mercurius  corrofivus  attaches  itfelf  to 
pis  precipitate,  which  the  water  alone  is  incapable 
tf  feparating  completely.  This  is  undoubtedly 
Ihe  reafon  why  mercurius  prascipitatus  albus  is 
lways  corrofive.  I  have  found  that  common  fait 
.'OiTelTes  the  fame  quality  as  fal  ammoniac,  viz. 
iiat  of  diffolving  a  great  quantity  of  mercurius 
torrofivus.  I  therefore  employ  four  ounces  and 
i  half  of  common  fait  in  order  to  get  the  mercu- 
rius corrofivus  entirely  feparated. 

"  If  we  confider  the  manner  in  which  mercu- 
;ius  dulcis  is  obtained  in  the  dry  way,  by  fubli- 
anation,  we  fhall  not  find  it  difficult  to  give  the 
ationale  of  this  new  procefs. 
•  "  Mercurius  corrofivus  albus  is  a  middle  fait, 
confiding,  as  is  well  known,  of  marine  acid  corn- 
Dined  with  calx  of  mercury.  This  fait  is  capable 
:of  diflblving  a  good  deal  of  quickfilver  in  a  me- 
tallic form  ;  bat  for  this  purpofe  the  moft  mi- 
nute particles  of  eachmuft.be  reciprocally  mixed. 
This  happens,  when  by  means  of  heat  they  are 
[both  converted  into  vapour.  The  fame  thing 
occurs  in  the  abovementioned  procefs.  The  fo- 
llution  firft  fpoken  of  contains  the  calx  mercurii 
?and  quickfilver  divided  into  the  moft  minute  par- 
tticles.  If  to  this  folution  we  add  marine  acid,  or 
((to  fave  expence)  common  fait,  the  marine  acid 
'will  unite  with  the  calx  of  mercury,  and  the  re- 
mit of  this  union  will  be  a  true  mercurius  corro- 
:fivus  albus  ;  and  as  the  folution  contains  quick- 
filver in  its  metallic  ftate,  this  will  immediately 
.  attract  as  much  of  the  mercurius  corrofivus  as  is 
necelTary  to  faturate  it,  and  by  this  means  a  real 

mercurius 
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mercurius  dulcis  will  be  produced,  which,  from 
its  being  infoluble,  will  be  immediately  precipi- 
tated. 

"  The  following  facls  are  proofs  that  this  pre- 
cipitate is  a  good  mercurius  dulcis.  i  ft,  It  is  en- 
tirely taftelefs.  sdly,  I  have  fublimed  it,  and 
examined  what  afcended  in  the  beginning,  and 
which  ought  to  have  been  corrofive,  if  the  preci- 
pitate had  contained  any  thing  of  that  nature,  it 
being  well  known  that  mercurius  corrofivus 
afcends  fonner  than  mercurius  dulcis  ;  whereas, 
through  the  whole  of  the  fublimation,  what  arofe 
was  a  pure  mercurius  dulcis,  exaelly  like  that 
which  is  obtained  in  the  common  manner.  3dly, 
I  have  mixed  this  precipitate  with  one  fourth 
part  of  quickfilver  and  fublimed  it,  upon  a  fup- 
pofition  that  if  it  contained  too  much  mercurius 
corrofivus  it  would  be  able  to  unite  with  more 
quickfilver ;  but  fo  far  was  this  from  being  the 
cafe,  that  the  quickfilver  was  not  diminifhed  i 
weight  by  the  experiment.  4thly,  It  is  known 
that  can  (tic  alkalis  and  lime-water  give  mercurius 
dulcis  a  black  colour.  The  fame  thing  happened 
with  mine.  The  black  colour  is  no  other  than 
quickfilver  divided  into  very  fine  particles. 

"  That  the  procefs  I  have  been  defcribing  is 
more  advantageous  than  that  which  is  ufually 
adopted,  I  cannot  doubt ;  becaufe,  in  the  firlt 
place,  this  mercurius  dulcis  can  be  prepared  with 
lefs  difficulty,  with  lefs  expence,  and  without  em- 
ploying corrofive  fublimate.  2dly,  As  there  can 
be  no  danger  of  its  being  in  any  degree  corrofive, 
provided  it  be  fufficiently  edulcorated,  it  may  al- 
ways 
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.ays  be  given  with  fafety.  3<ily,  The  operator 
not  expofed  to  that  noxious  dull  which  in  the 
lid  method  arifes  during  the  trituration  of  the 
orrofive  fublimate  and  quickiilver.  4thly,  This 
;  much  finer  than  the  common  mercurius  dulcis, 
:  being  impomble  to  make  the  latter  equal  to  it 
11  this  refpecl,  however  long  it  may  be  tritu- 
;ated." 

Calomel  thus  prepared  will  prove  excellent, 
iot  only  for  a  purgative,  but  efpecially  for  exter- 
nal ufe,  either  in  powder,  or  fufpended  in  fimple 
water  or  fome  mucilaginous  fblution  j  or  occa- 
iionally,  likewife,  a  drachm  of  it  may  be  mixed 
with  four  ounces  of  lime-water,  under  the  name 
yrf  lotio  fyphilitica  nigra,  to  diftinguifh  it  from  the 
votio fyphilitica Jla<ua  made  with  corrofive  fublimate 
und  lime-water.  Calomel,  when  well  prepared, 
muft  give  the  lime-water  a  black  colour,  as 
zorrofive  fublimate  does  a  yellow. 

The  calx  hydrargyri  vitriolata,  commonly  called 
tturpeth  mineral,  or  mercurius  emeticus  Jlavus,  is  a 
rmedicine  now  very  little  ufed,  except  by  thofe 
twho  think  a  mercurial  vomit  preferable  to  one  of 
ttartar  emetic  or  ipecacuanha,  for  curing  a  fwelled 
ttefticle  ariling  from  a  venereal  caufe.  Some  in- 
stances however  I  have  feen,  where  this  medicine, 
fgiven  daily  in  very  fmall  dofes,  effectually  remov- 
ed moft  obftinate  venereal  complaints  of  the  fkin. 

I  come  laftly  to  fpeak  of  a  medicine,  which, 
Tome  time  ago,  and  even  yet,  is  made  ufe  of  by 
.many  for  the  cure  of  the  lues  ;  I  mean  Pkmmers 
fpoivder  or  pills  ;  which,  properly  fpeaking,  are  not 
a  mercurial  preparation,  but  a  mechanical  mix- 
ture 
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ture  of  mercurms  dulcis,  and  fulphur  of  anti- 
mony. I  have  already  obferved,  that  mercurius 
dulcis,  when  prepared  by  fublimation,  is  a  very 
different  medicine  in  different  countries  and 
places  ;  that  it  is  therefore  a  medicine  not  to  be 
depended  upon :  for  this  reafon,  I  never  would 
advife  any  perfon,  as  well  for  his  own  fatisfaction 
as  that  of  his  patient,  to  truft  to  Plummer's  pills 
for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe.  Plummer  has 
compounded  the  calomel  with  fulphur  of  anti- 
mony, probably  for  the  purpofe  which  frill  feems 
to  be  expected  by  thofe  who  make  ufe  of  this 
compofition,  viz.  by  means  of  the  fulphur  to  pre- 
vent falivation,  and  to  direct  the  mercury  to  the 
fkin.  This  feems  efpecially  to  be  the  defign  in 
cutaneous  eruptions  of  the  venereal  kind.  But 
though  this  medicine  may  fometimes  be  effectual 
in  removing  cutaneous  diforders,  I  muft,  from 
my  own  experience,  as  well  as  from  that  of  feve- 
ral  other  unprejudiced  practitioners,  pronounce  it 
a  very  improper  one  for  curing  a  confirmed  lues. 
Repeated  inflances  indeed  have  come  under  my  ob- 
lervation,  where  thefe  pills  having  been  taken  for 
a  considerable  time,  have  removed  the  fymptoms 
for  a  time,  without  effecting  a  radical  cure  ; 
which  are  to  me  fufficient  reafons  for  thinking 
it  an  unfafe  medicine,  and  confequently  that  no 
practitioner  ought  to  put  confidence  in  it  for  the 
cure  of  the  lues,  when  he  has  a  fafer  one  in  his 
hands. 

Whether  crude  mercury  boiled  with  fimple  wa- 
ter communicates  to  it  fomething  of  its  qualities, 
and  with  what  fuccefs  fuch  a  decoction  might 

be 
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e  adminiftered  for  curing  venereal  complaints, 
am  not  able  to  fay.    I  have  feen  this  decodion 
iven  to  children  affected  with  worms,  in  differ- 
nt  parts- of  the  continent ;  with  what  effect,  I  had 
iO  opportunity  to  afcertain  :  but  I  know  of  a 
.:og  in  London  who  was  radically  cured  of  a  moft 
ibltinate  fcab,  for  which  a  variety  of  medicines 
.ad  been  tried  in  vain,  from  the  ufe  of  this  de- 
letion for  his  common  drink. 


IV.    On  Ptyalism  or  Salivation. 

It  has  been  a  matter  of  controverfy,  whether 
. .  confirmed  lues  may  be  radically  cured  without 
falivation  ;  and  though  there  is  now  hardly  any 
medical  man  who  doubts  of  the  poffibility  of  a 
»erfecl  cure  without  it,  there  are  Hill. many  who 
imploy  falivation,  not  only  for  the  cure  of  the  lues, 
out,  in  fome  countries,  for  that  of  the  Gonnorhoea 
lfo.  This  mode  of  treatment,  in  the  former 
:afe,  is  flill  very  much  in  vogue,  in  private  prac- 
ice  as  well  as  in  holpitals,  efpecially  in  France  : 
n  other  countries,  it  is  almoft  entirely  confined 
o  hofpitals  alone. 

How  far  this  practice  of  falivating  fuch  pa- 
ients  is  juftifiable,  in  the  former  as  well  as  in  the 
atter  cafe,  mall  be  the  matter  of  my  prefent  in- 
miry. 

It  has  been  the  opinion  of  many,  and  publicly 
iflerted  by  Dr  Freind,  and  even  by  feveral  late 
writers,  that  a  falivation  is  not  only  neceffary  to 
ifFect  a  radical  cure,  but  alfo  that  the  greater  the* 
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falivation,  the  more  certain  and  effectual  will  be 
the  cure  of  the  lues,  efpecially  when  the  bones 
are  affected. 

I  muft  confefs,  I  have  always  experienced  the 
direct  contrary.  Amongft  a  great  many  patients 
of  different  ages,  conftitutions,  and  climates,  who 
have  been  under  my  care,  I  have  not  only  not 
found  one  who  required  falivation,  but  1  have, 
on  the  contrary,  conftantly  obferved,  that  the 
greater  the  falivation,  the  lefs  certain  and  effec- 
tual was  the  cure  of  the  lues.  This  is  fo  true,  that 
even  the  modern  advocates  for  falivation  unani- 
moufly  confefs,  that  a  (trong  falivation  is  hurtful, 
and  that  only  a  gentle  one  mould  be  raifed.  Could 
1  allow  this  to  be  right,  I  would  obferve,  that  to 
flop,  or  even  moderate,  a  falivation  once  begun, 
is  in  many  cafes  more  ealily  laid  than  accom- 
plished. This  is  often  entirely  out  of  our  power; 
and  it  is  yet  one  of  the  great  defiderata  in  medi- 
cine, to  know  a  fpecific  remedy  that  will  produce 
fuch  an  effect.  This  is  fo  little  in  our  power, 
that  I  have  feen  more  than  once  patients  carried 
off  by  falivation,  (their  flrength  being  totally  ex- 
haufted)  before  it  could  be  leffened  or  flopped  by 
any  remedy  whatfoever.  Others  who  did  not  fink 
entirely  under  it,  remained  languid  from  the 
evacuation,  for  months  and  even  years,  and  fe- 
veral  I  have  feen  die  in  a  confumption  brought  on 
by  fuch  a  courfe.  Befides,  a  falivation  is  not 
only  very  troublefome  to  the  patient,  by  fpitting 
day  and  night,  and  by  filling  the  room  with  a 
very  difagreeable  fmell;  but  frequently  alfo  pro- 
duces painful  ulcers  in  the  mouth,  fauces,  &c. 

which, 
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which,  if  not  taken  care  of  in  time,  or  being 
raiftakeri  for  venereal  ones,  by  continuing  the 
life  ot  mercury,  become  more  dangerous  than  the 
venereal  difeafe  itfelf. 

It  may  feem  furprifmg,  therefore,  how  fuch  a 
dangerous  method  of  attempting  the  cure  of  the 
venereal  difeafe  as  that  by  falivation  fliould  flill 
'"be  retained  and  practifed  in  fbme  hofpitals.  The 
three  following  reai'ons,  indeed,  I  have  heard  al- 
leged, i.  To  confine  the  patients  with  the  go- 
norrhoea or  hies  to  the  room,  and  to  prevent  them 
from  getting  a  frefh  infection  before  they  are  cu*- 
red  of  the  nrft.  i.  To  get  rid  of  fuch  poor  pa- 
tients in  a  month  or  five  weeks,  in  order  to  take 
others  in  their  place  into  the  hofpital,  who  are 
treated  and  fent  away  in  the  fame  manner. 
3.  Becaufe  many  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people  have 
an  unhappy  prejudice  in  favour  of  this  method, 
and  imagine  they  cannot  be  radically  cured  with- 
out what  they  call  a  good  and  continued  faliva- 
tion. To  me,  however,  thefe  reafons  appear 
wholly  infufficient.  To  prevent  the  patients  from 
getting  a  frelh  infection,  better  means  might  be 
eafily  found  out.  With  regard  to  the  fecond 
point,  I  think  it  more  reafonable  and  more  hu- 
mane to  cure  a  fmaller  number  of  patients  radi- 
cally without  falivation,  even  though  a  longer 
time  mould  be  taken  up  in  the  cure,  than  to  re- 
lieve the  complaints  of  a  great  number  in  a  fhort- 
er  time  by  fuch  an  uncertain,  troublefome,  and. 
fometimes  dangerous  method.  We  may  add  to 
this,  that  experience  daily  {hows,  that  a  number 
of  thofe  patients  who  feem  to  be  cured  by  the  cef~ 
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fation  of  the  fymptoms  during  falivation,  very- 
frequently  return  in  a  fhort  time  to  the  hofpital 
with  the  fame  fymptoms  they  were  affected  with 
before,  or  find  themfelves  obliged  to  feek  afiiftance 
fbme where  elfe,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  fo- 
lemnly  proied  againft  their  having  received  anew 
infection.  The  third  reafon  alleged  in  favour  of 
falivation  is  the  word  of  all.  1  am  of  opinion, 
that  no  perfun  of  integrity,  who  practifes  medi- 
cine, lhould  ever  comply  with  the  prejudices  of 
his  patients  when  they  may  be  hurtful  to  them, 
or  when  he  knows  that  by  a  contrary  method 
he  is  able  to  cure  them  with  greater  certainty  and 
fafety.  Befides,  it  will  be  an  eafy  matter  for  a 
phyfician  or  furgeon,  who  knows  how  to  gain 
the  confidence  of  his  patient,  to  convince  him  of 
the  folly  of  fuch  prejudices.  Salivation,  there- 
fore, being,  in  my  opinion,,  an  exceptionable 
method  of  cure  in  any  circumflances  whatever,  I 
think  it,  in  all  cafes,  moft  prudent  to  avoid  it,, 
or,  if  prefent,  to  moderate  and  remove  it  as 
quickly  and  fpeedily  as  poffible. 

The  method  of  preventing  a  falivation  I  have 
laid  down  above,  when  fpeaking  on  mercurial 
frictions.  The  means  to  be  ufed  for  this  pur- 
pofe  are  fhortly  the  following,  i.  A  careful  ad- 
miniftration  of  mercury  both  as  to  its  preparation 
and  dofe.  2.  The  avoiding  cold  or  damp  airr 
efpecially  at  night.  3.  The  ufe  of  warm  cloaths ; 
or,  in  a  cold  damp  feafon  or  climate,  the  con- 
stant wearing  of  flannel  next  the  fkin.  4.  The 
repeated  ufe  of  warm  baths,  and  the  internal  ufe 
of  diaphoretic  or  diuretic  decoctions  along  with 


IN  PARTICULAR. 


the  mercury.  5.  The  avoiding  too  hot  rooms 
\nd  confined  air.  6.  Covering  the  neck  and  head 
but  very  nightly  day  or  night.  7.  Taking  a  dofe 
}f  gentle  cooling  phyfic,  and  intermitting  the  ufe 
of  the  mercury  as  foon  as  the  breath  and  teeth 
aegin  to  be  affected.  8.  If  the  patient  is  not  of 
;i  phlogiltic  habit  of  body,  a  free  diet,  with  the 
moderate  ufe  of  wine,  is  to  be  ordered,  rather 
lhan  a  low  one.  Smoking  tobacco  fhould  alfo 
»e  avoided,  during  a  courfe  of  mercurials,  by 
*hofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  it. 

It  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that,  in  general,  a  fali- 
ation  will  take  place  more  readily  under  the  ufe 
if  acrid  mercurial  preparations,  and  in  a  cold  and 
aamp  feafon  or  climate;  that  fome  conftitutions 
re  more  difpofed  to  it  than  others ;  and  that  par- 

cularly  thofe  who  have  previoufly  taken  mercury 
Nre  often  ready  to  fall  into  a  falivation  by  ufing 
ne  fmalleft  dofe,  though  perhaps  in  the  former 

leafe  they  felt  no  fuch  efFecT:  from  the  ufe  of  it. 

A  variety  of  medicines  given  feparately,  or 
)  mbined  with  the  mercury,  have  been  likewife 
-commended  for  preventing  it  from  affecting  the 

outh,  as  well  as  for  checking  a  falivation  after 

has  taken  place.    The  principal  of  thefe  are 

Iphur,  fulphur  of  antimony,  camphire,  the  Pe- 
wian  bark,  and  iron.    By  a  careful  attention, 

wever,  to  the  foregoing  rules,  I  think  it  is  in 

neral  not  Yery  difficult  to  avoid  a  falivation, 
i'thout  having  recourfe  to  any  of  thefe  remedies ; 

'ecially  as  I  have  feen  fome  of  them  repeatedly 
olied  by  others  without  fuccefs.    With  regard 

the  latter  point,  viz.  the  abating  and  removing 
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a  falivation  when  once  begun,  it  is  fometimes  sc 
very  difficult  matter:  the  following  method, 
however,  with  an  exact  obfervance  of  the  rules 
above  mentioned,  will  frequently  be  attended  with 
fuccefs. 

As  foon  as  the  patient  feels  his  mouth  affected, 
he  ought  to  leave  off  the  ufe  of  mercury,  and 
keep  within  doors,  in  a  moderately  warm  room, 
if  the  feafon  be  cold.  If  his  ftrength  and  conftitu- 
tion  will  allow,  we  may  adminifter  him  a  gentle 
laxative  ;  but  ihould  be  careful  about  prefcribing 
purgatives,  becaufe  they  often  will  bring  on  a 
diarrhoea,  which  we  (hall  find  fometimes  great 
difficulty  to  flop,  and  which  may  prove  danger- 
ous in  its  confequenccs.  If  he  can  bear  it,  he 
ihould  alfo,  for  four  or  five  days,  be  placed 
every  evening  in  a  warm  bath,  rubbing  his 
body  in  the  mean  time  with  a  flefli-brulh  or  piece 
of  flannel;  and  when  he  comes  out  of  the  bath,  he 
muft  again  drefs  himfelf  immediately  in  flannel 
cl  oaths.  If  phlogiftic  fymptoms  occur,  he  ihould 
be  confined  to  a  low  diet,  and  drink  barley-water 
or  any  other  mucilaginous  decoction  ;  but  if  his 
ftrength  is  very  much  reduced,  a  good  nourifh- 
ing  diet,  together  with  the  ufe  of  wine,  an  infu- 
fion  of  Peruvian  bark  in  wine  or  cinnamon- 
water,  and  the  free  country-air,  are  certainly  more 
proper.  When  the  falivary  ducts  are  very  much 
relaxed,  and  the  fpitting  continues  undiminifhed, 
an  aftringent  gargle  may,  with  proper  preeau- . 
tions,  be  prefcribed.  It  may  be  made  of  the  decoc-  j 
tion  of  Peruvian  bark,  or  of  the  cortex  folicis  albay  \ 
in  red  wine  or  in  water ;  to  which,  according  to-! 

circum- ' 
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1  cumftances,  may  be  added  fome  tincture  of. 
gum-lac  or  of  myrrh.  If  the  air  is  dry,  he  mould 
mot  confine  himfelf  to  his  room,  but  go  abroad  a 
little,  unlefs  it  be  very  cold.    Common  fulphur 
may  alfo  be  given  occafionally,  either  alone  or 
joined  with  fome  cooling  purgatives.    The  ful- 
jphur  of  antimony  has  been  recommended  in  fuch 
cafes  as  a  diaphoretic.  An  eminent  phyfician  has 
recommended  for  this  purpofe  the  aurum  fulmi- 
inans,  given  every  day  from  three  to"  five  grains,  as 
a  very  efficacious  medicine ;  but  as  I  have  never 
had  occafion  to  try  this  remedy  myfelf,  I  am 
unable  to  fay  whether  his  advice  is  founded  on 
experience,  or  only  on  a  theory  derived  from  the 
'chemical  affinity  or  attraction  between  mercury 
and  gold.    In  an  obftinate  ptyalifm,  a  blifter, 
fet-on,  or  iffue,  in  the  neck,  or  the  volatile  lini- 
ment applied  to  the  throat,  fometimes  prove  fer- 
viceable ;  and  in  defperate  cafes  we  might  alfo 
try  the  effect  of  repeatedly  pouring  cold  water 
over  the  head  and  face,  letting  the  patient  fit  in 
the  mean  time  with  the  reft  of  the  body  immerfed 
.in  a  warm  bath. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

Of  the  Reafons   why   certain  Venereal 
Complaints  do  not  yield  to  Mercury. 

TH  E  reafons  practical  obfervations  have 
fuggefted  to  me  why.  mercury  fometimes 
fails  in  curing  venereal  compLiints,  depend  on 
the  following  caufes ;  viz.  l.  On  mercury  and  its 
preparations.  '  2.  On  the  method  of  exhibiting 
them,  internally  as  well  as  externally.  3.  On 
the  greater  or  lefs  irritability  or  conftitutional 
itrength  of  the  patient,  or  fome  faults  committed 
by  the  fame.    4.  On  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  it- 

fclf.  1  lhall  treat  of  them  in  order. 

Since  the  ufe  of  mercurial  ointment  in  frictions, 
the  firft  and  only  method  made  ufe  of  in  the  hx- 
teenth  century,  feveral  other  preparations,  both 
for  internal  and  external  ufe,  have  been  difco- 
vered  and  tried,  with  a  view  to  cure  venereal 
complaints  which  would  not  yield  to  friclions, 
or  to  remove  the  difeafe  more  fpeedily  or  in  a 
more  convenient  manner.  I  fhall  avoid  making 
here  any  reflections  on  the  preference  either  of 
thofe  methods  claims  over  the  reft;  andihall  con- 
fine myfelf  entirely  to  the  reafons  why  mercurial 
•friclions,  as  well  as  other  preparations  of  mer- 
cury, fometimes  prove  ineffectual  for" removing 

fome 
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Tome  venereal  complaints,  having  offered  fome  ob- 
fervations  on  thefe  preparations  before. 

I  have  feen  a  variety  of  perfons  affected  with 
gleets,  chancres,  pains  and  caries  of  the  bones, 
cutaneous  eruptions,  herpes,  ulcerations  of  the 
nofe,  throat,  &c.  condylomatous  or  verrucous 
-excrefcences  in  different  parts  of  the  body,  but 
efpecially  about  the  anus  and  pudenda,  which 
feemed  obftinately  to  refifl  the  effects -of -mercury-; 
and  which,  fo  far  from  being  removed  after  a 
copious  and  difagreeable  falivation,  were  rather  in- 
creafed  by  it,  and,  when  removed,  often  returned 
again  Ihortly  afterwards. 

After  a  careful  inquiry,  I  found  that  the 
caufes  of  this  difficulty  were  very  often  to  be 
fought  for  in  the  medicine  itfelf ;  being  owing, 
either,  i.  To  its  being  badly  prepared,  or  ill  fitted 
for  curing  the  difeafe.  2.  To  its  not  being  given 
in  fufEcient  quantity,  or  continued  for  a  fuffi- 
cient  length  of  time.  3.  To  its  being  admini- 
ftered  in  too  great  a  quantity,  and  by  that  means 
exciting  a  falivation,  fweats,  and  purging,  without 
ftroying  the  venereal  virus  in  the  body;  or,  laftly, 
To  its  being  mixed  with  other  fubflances,  fo  as  to 
render  it  inefficacious. 

The  great  point  in  curing  the  venereal  difeafe 
by  mercury,  being  to  introduce  fuch  a  quantity 
of  it  into  the  habit  as  fhall  be  fuflicient  totally 
to  eradicate  the  venereal  poifon,  it  is  evident  that 
medicines  unfkilfully  or  negligently  prepared, 
may  have  the  worft  effects.  Thus,  for  example, 
if  fublimate  is  mixed  with  arfenic  in  order  to 
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render  it  whiter,  and  to  give  it  a  better  appear-* 
ance,  or  if  mercury  is  combined  with  fubftances 
incapable  of  holding  it  fufpended,  or  if,  when 
made  into  pills,  it  is  not  fuiEciently  tritu-t 
rated  fo  as  to  be  equally  divided,  its  effects  can-r 
not  but  be  precarious. ,  In  the  latter  cafe  one  pill 
may  contain  three  or  more  grains  of  mercury;  an4 
another  only  one  grain,  or  perhaps  none  at  all ; 
and  when  this  is  the  cafe,  the  latter  will  have  no 
effect,  while  from  the  former  the  patient  may 
experience  a  violent  griping  and  purging. 

Here  we  may  obferve,  that^  a  mercurial  prepar 
ration  is  always  ill  fitted  for  the  purpofe,-  when-? 
ever  it  is  incapable  of  entering  into  the  habit,  or 
if,  when  it  has  entered  the  circulation,  it  excites 
a  falivatipn  before  it  has  deftroyed  the  virus  ;  for 
it  is  erroneous  to  believe  that  by  falivation  all  the 
poifon  is  carried  off,  and  the  difeafe  by  that 
means  radically  cured,  jufl  the  contrary  to  this 
being  the  cafe.    It  is  true,  that  if  a  falivation  is 
brought  on,  the  pat'fent  will  often  find  all  his 
iymptoms  difappear,  and  of  courfe  be  induced  to 
think  himfelf  cured ;   but  fome  months,  and 
fometimes  only  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  the  com- 
plaints will,  in  many  cafes,  return  again  with 
increafed  violence.    I  do  not  deny,  however,  but 
that  the  difeale,   efpecially  if  flight,  may  by 
this  means  be  radically  cured:  but  I  maintain,, 
from  repeated  obfervations  in  private  as  well  as 
hofpital  practice,  that  the.  practitioner  can  never 
be  certain  of  the  real  cure  ;  and  of  courfe  that 
the  cures  effected  by  falivation  are  not  only- 
doubtful,  but  oftentijmes  altogether  ineffectual. 
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[But  upon  this  fubject  I  had  occafion  to  treat  more 
tfully  in  the  foregoing  chapter  Of  mercurial  pre- 
parations in  particular,  and  under  the  head  of 
Salivation. 

The  principal  remark  to  be  made  here  is,  that 
rto  cure  our  patients  well  and  radically,  no  practi- 
ttitioner  who  has  their  welfare  at  heart,  and  who 
idots  not  adminifter  his  medicines  at  random,  will 
tever  make  life  of  any  mercurial  preparation  or 
icompofition  which  he  has  not  prepared  himfelf, 
or  at  leaft  taken  care  to  fee  prepared  by  fome  one 
on  whofe  integrity  and  care  he  can  rely.  The 
repeated  difappointments  I  have  experienced  my- 
felf,  and  which  I  have  feen  happen  to  others, 
have  rendered  me  fcrupuloufly  exact  on  this 
head. 

We  fhould  likewife  be  careful  not  to  make 
ufe  of  mercurials  combined  with  other  medicines, 
becaufe  they  not  only  difappoint  us,  but  often 
render  the  cure  more  tedious  and  precarious.  I 
have  feen  repeated  inftances  of  this  with  Plum- 
mer's  pills  ;  and  have  heard  the  fame  remark 
made  by  others,  who  were  attentive  and  emi- 
nent practitioners. 

We  ought  never  to  give  acrid  preparations  of 
mercury,  when  we  can  effect  a  cure  with  mild 
ones.  The  dreadful  effects  I  have  repeatedly  been 
an  eye-witnefs  to  from  remedies  of  this  fort,  e- 
fpecially  from  the  corrofive  fublimate,  oblige  me 
to  inculcate  this  caution  with  the  greater  warmth. 
The  conflant  effects  of  fuch  acrid  compofitions, 
efpecially  in  delicate  habits,  are  pains  in  the  fto- 
maeh  and  bowels,  lofs  of  appetite,  violent  gri- 

pings, 
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pings,  diarrhoeas,  and  fometimes  dangerous  co- 
lics ;  or,  if  they  enter  into  the  circulation, 
they  will  excite  fpitting  of  blood,  convulfions, 
nervous  fevers,  and  other  complaints,  more  bane- 
ful even  than  that  they  were  intended  to  eradi- 
cate; or  elfe  they  will  perhaps  excite  a  falivation, 
and  of  courfe  prevent  them  from  being  continued 
to  complete  the  cure.  If  we  fometimes  adminifter 
them,  as  may  now  and  then  be  requifite  in  cu- 
taneous or  deep-feated  venereal  complaints,  we 
fhould  carefully  confider  the  habit  of  the  patient; 
and  if  that  will  admit  of  them,  fhould  begin  with 
very  fmall  dofes,  in  order  to  avoid  the  above- 
mentioned  fymptoms,  particularly  the  diarrhoea ; 
for  when  that  takes  place,  the  mercury,  inflead  of 
entering  into  the  mafs,  will  be  carried  oifby  ftool, 
and  of  courfe  occafion  trouble  and  pain  to  the 
patient,  without  affording  him  any  relief.  In 
general,  therefore,  we  fhould  be  careful  in  the 
choice  and  administration  of  mercurial  prepara- 
tions: we  fhould  find  our,  in  every  cafe,  that 
preparation  which  feems  beft  to  agree  with  the 
conffcitution,  and  never  infift  obflinately  on  the 
ufe  of  a  preparation  or  dofe  which  excites  bad 
fymptoms  in  the  body :  we  mould  not  imitate 
the  example  of  thofe  quacks  whofe  knowledge 
confifls  entirely  in  a  noftrum,  which  they  give 
indifcriminately  to  all  their  patients,  for  every 
kind  of  venereal  complaint,  and  pronounce  their 
patients  cured  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  of  the  dif- 
order  have  difappeared;  to  which  aiTertion,  cre- 
dit is  the  more  readily  given,  as  moft  young  men 
d-iflike  to  be  confined  for  any  length  of  time.  Thus 

they 
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they  will  now  and  then  care  a  patient ;  but,  in 
the  mean  time,  ruin  the  conftitution  of  many, 
and  commonly  render  the  difeafe  more  obfti- 
nate  and  inveterate  for  the  future.  The  poifon 
indeed  remains  latent  for  weeks,  months,  or 
fometimes  even  for  years ;  but  then  it  breaks 
out  with  redoubled  rage  and  violence,  and  not 
unfrequently  produces  fymptoms  and  difeafes, 
the  nature  of  which,  efpecially  in  women,  we 
muft  only  guefs  at,  and  which,  in  that  date, 
fometimes  baffle  the  fkill  of  the  moft  able  phy- 
fician ;  for  venereal  complaints,  the  older  they 
are,  the  more  obftinate  they  prove  againft  the 
power  of  mercury. 

I  come  now  to  the  third  point,  why  mer- 
cury fails  fometimes  in  curing  the  lues,  viz.  on 
account  of  the  conftitution  of  the  patient.  We 
fometimes  meet  with  patients,  efpecially  a- 
mong  the  female  fex,  or  fuch  as  have  taken 
mercury  for  former  venereal  complaints,  whofe 
conftitution  is  now  fo  irritable,  that,  after  the  ad- 
miniftration  of  a  few  grains  or  frictions,  they 
are  either  affected  with  a  nervous  fever,  fpafms, 
headach,  or  they  very  readily  fall  into  a  faliva- 
tion,  on  the  fecond  or  third  day.  In  thefe  con- 
ftitutions  we  ought  to  be  peculiarly  careful  to  find 
out  the  preparation  and  dofe  belt  adapted  to  them. 
The  Peruvian  bark,  or  fome  other  vegetable  to- 
nic, is  here  fometimes  admmiftered  with  mercu- 
ry to  great  advantage.  If  we  neglect  thefe  pre- 
cautions, indeed,  many  patients  of  this  kind  will 
be  fufferers  for  life,  without  ever  being  cured  ra-^ 
dically.    There  is  one  remark  to  be  made  here, 

to 
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to  which  in  general  little  attention  has  been  hi- 
therto paid.  Moft  writers  and  practitioners  con- 
fine •  their  venereal  patients  under  a  mercurial 
courfe,  without  any  diftinction,  to  a  low  diet, 
as  well  with  regard  to  eating  as  drinking.  This 
rule  is  however  a  very  improper  one,  when  ge- 
nerally applied.  Such  a  diet  will  be  very  proper 
for  ftrong,  vigorous *conftitutions;  but,  for  weak, 
delicate,  or  irritable  ones,  it  will  fomerimes  be 
extremely  improper.  A  full  diet,  with  the  mo- 
derate ufe  of  wine,  ought,  to  be  allowed  them ; 
otherwife  mercury  will  produce  no  effects  upon 
the  poifon,  though  very  dilagreeable  ones  upon 
the  conftitution.  The  warm  bath  will  fometimes 
much  aflift  in  thefe  cafes.  Nature  readily  co- 
operates with  mercury  in  fome  confhitutions ; 
whereas  in  others  it  does  but  little,  or  acts 
flowly,  and  with  difficulty.  But  befides  this 
peculiarity  in  the  conftitution,  we  often  obferve, 
that  patients  render  their  complaints  complicated 
and  obftinate,  by  attempting  to  cure  themfelves, 
or  by  applying  to  quacks  or  unfkilful  perfons  in 
the  art  of  healing.  They  frequently  alfo  hurt 
themfelves  by  neglect  of  diet,  or  by  not  making 
ufe  of  the  medicines  in  the  manner  prefcribed, 
or  by  not  continuing  the  fame  long  enough,  but 
leaving  off  as  foon  as  the  fymptoms  difappear, 
by  expofing  themfelves  imprudently  to  the  damp 
and  cold  atmofphere,  efpecially  at  night,  or  by 
becoming  impatient  and  growing  inconftant,  go- 
ing from  one  phyfician  to  another,  making  ufe, 
for  fome  days  or  weeks,  of  one  medicine,  and 
then  of  another.    By  all  thefe  different  circumr 
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ftances,  venereal  complaints  are  fometimes  ren- 
dered extremely  obftinate. 

On  account  of  the  diforder  itfelf,  mercury 
fometimes  fails,  when  the  patient,  by  a  previous 
large  or  imprudent  ufe  of  mercury,  can  hardly 
bear  a  few  grains  or  a  few  frictions  without  faliva- 
tion:  in  this  cafe,  if  we  leave  off  the  ufe  of  mercury, 
our  patient  will  not  get  rid  of  his  diforder  and  if 
we  continue  it,  we  are  fure  to  bring  on  a  trouble- 
fome  ptyalifm,  which  will  lalt  fometimes  for  weeks 
or  months,  expofing  the  patient  to  dangerous  con- 
fequences,  and  often  leaving  the  principal  diforder 
uncured.  What  may  be  done  in  thefe  circum- 
flances,  I  have  hinted  in  feveral  places  of  the  fore- 
going chapters.  But  we  are  by  far  more  fre- 
quently difappointed  in  our  expectations  from 
mercury,  by  miftaking  the  nature  of  the  dif- 
order ;  by  judging  thofe  complaints  venereal, 
which  often  are  owing  either  to  the  effects  of 
mercury,  or  to  a  ftate  of  the  diforder,  which, 
though  originally  ariling  from  the  venereal  virus, 
has  degenerated  either  by  time  or  other  caufes 
into  a  difeafe  of  a  quite  different  nature,  for 
which  mercury  is  not  only  no  antidote,  but  a 
real  poifon.  Of  thefe  complaints  we  have  fpoken 
already,  and  fhall  fpeak  further  hereafter. 
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CHAP.  XV. 

On  other  Remedies   recommended  Jor 
curing  the  Lues. 

T)ESIDES  the  mercurial  frictions,  the  fumiga- 
tions,  and  the  internal  ufe  of  the  different 
mercurial  preparations,  a  variety  of  other  medi- 
cines has  been  recommended,  either  to  cure  the 
different  venereal  complaints  without  mercury, 
or  to  affift  mercury  in  its  operation  ;  and  as  there 
are  many  instances  of  the  mercury  failing,  or 
cxpofing  the  patients  to  difagreeable  confequences, 
a  remedy  has  been  fought  for,  which,  without  ha- 
ving any  of  the  noxious  qualities  of  mercury,  might 
have  all  its  powerf  ul  and  good  ones.   Mod:  of  the 
quack  medicines,  fold  and  praifed  as  prepara- 
tions from  the  vegetable  kingdom  for  this  pur- 
pofe,  I  have  been  at  pains  to  analyfe,  and  have 
found  them  to  be  nothing  but  one  or  other  me- 
curial  preparation  difguifed.    Several  other  re- 
medies have  .been  recommended  as  fuccedaneums 
for  mercury,  for  the  cure  of  the  venereal  dileafe, 
which,  we  are  told,  had  been  made  ufe  of  for 
this  purpofe  with  fuccefs,  before  mercury  was 
employed  ;  and  are,  we  are  credibly  informed, 
made  ufe  of  even  at  this  time,  without  any  mer- 
curial, with  the  beft  effect,  in  South  as  well  as  in 
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PNorth  America,  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe 
[iradically.  Such  of  them  as  I  have  feen  made 
rale  of  for  the  fame  purpofe  in  Europe,  have, 
pin  every  inftance  at  lead  that  came  under  my 
iinfpection,  never  been  attended  with  the  defired 
effect ;  and  I  have  never  feen  one  inftance  of 
a  comfirmed  pox  cured  by  them.  Some  of 
rthem,  however,  are  worthy  our  attention,  and 
certainlv  deferve  a  fairer  trial  than  has  hi- 
therto  been  made  to  afcertain  their  power, 
efpecially  fuch  as  are  recommended  by  men 
of  knowledge  and  obfervation.  The  root  of  the 
Lobelia  fyphilitica,  with  which,  as  we  are  inftructed 
by  Dr  Kalm,  and  afterwards  more  exactly  by  Mr 
Bartram  *,  the  inhabitants  of  North  America 
cure  the  venereal  difeafe  as  effectually  and  radi- 
cally as  we  do  with  mercury.  They  take  a 
handful  of  the  frem,~or  (which  he  fays  is  better) 
dried  plant ;  they  wafh  it,  and  boil  it  in  a  gallon 
and  a  half  of  water ;  of  which  decoction  the  pa- 
tient drinks  everyday,  if  his  conflitution  will  fuffer 
it,  a  quart  in  the  beginning,  gradually  augment- 
ing the  dofe,  till  he  can  no  longer  bear  the  pur- 
ging excited  by  it ;  then  he  leaves  it  off  for  a  day 
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w  The  latter  author  advifes  the  patient  to  take  two  gills  of 
this  deco&ion  three  times  a-day,  on  an  empty  ftomach,  and 
augment  the  dofe  according  to  the  ftrength  of  the  patient, 
making  ufe  of  warm  baths,  and  a  proper  diet  at  the  fame  time. 
Care  fhould  be  taken  not  to  make  ufe  of  the  lobelia  longiflora, 
inftead  of  the  lobelia  fyphilitica,  the  former  being  of  a  much 
more  acrid  nature  than  the  latter. — In  fome  parts  of  Italy  it  is 
even  now  a  law  of  government,  not  to  make  ufe  of  mercury 
jn  hofpitals  for  curing  the  venereal  difeafe. 
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or  two,  and,  if  neceffary,  continues  it  again  till 
he  finds  himfelf  perfectly  well,  which  is  for  the 
molt  part  in  a  fortnight.  If  there  are  any  exter- 
nal diforders,  they  wafh  the  affected  parts  with 
the  fame  decoction. — If  the  difeafe  is  very  obfti- 
nate,  they  mix  with  the  lobelia,  the  root  of  the 
Ranunculus  abortivus,  but  in  a  fmall  quantity  on 
account  of  its  acrimony.  In  order  to  heal  up 
the  venereal  ulcers,  they  dry  the  root  of  Geum 
nivale,  and  fprinkle  its  powder  upon  them. 
They  alfo  cure  deep  and  putrid  ulcers,  by  infper- 
fion  of  the  interior  bark  of  the  Ceanothus  America- 
nus.  A  decoction  of  the  flipites  of  the  Solanum 
dulcamara^  and  likewife  the  root  of  the  Daphne 
mezereum  and  farfaparilla,  have  been  of  late 
much  recommended  in  obftinate  venereal  com- 
plaints either  in  fubftance  or  in  a  decoction ;  but 
how  far  their  operation  fucceeds  without  the  pre- 
vious ufe  of  mercury,  is  not  yet  afcertained. 

In  South  America,  and  in  the  Weft  Indies,  a 
decoction  of  the  woods  of  guaiac,  faffafras,  &c. 
is  praifed  as  a  remedy,  with  which  alone  the 
moft  confirmed  lues  may  be  eafily  cured.  It 
may  be  that  they  remove  venereal  complaints 
beween  the  tropics,  and  in  the  warmer  climates 
of  our  globe  ;  but  in  Europe  I  have  feen  them 
fometimes  prove  hurtful,  producing  profufe 
fweats,  haemoptyfis,  confumptions,  &c.  indelicate 
and  thin  habits,  and  I  never  faw  any  one  cafe 
where  they  effected  a  radical  cure. — The  follow- 
ing complicated  prefcription,  we  have  been  told, 
is  made  ufe  of  with  great  fuccefs  in  Brazil 
and  Portugal,  and  in  other  countries,  under  the 
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name  of  the  DecoElum  Lufitanicwn,  or  Lifbon  diet- 
^drink.  R.  Rad.  Sarfaparilla^  Santah  albi  et  rubri,  of 
each  three  ounces  ;  Glycirrhizce,  Mezerei,  of  each 
half  an  ounce ;  ligni  Rhodil^  Guajad,  Sajftifras,  of 
teach  one  ounce ;  Crude  Antimony  five  ounces  :  ten 
[pounds  of  boiling  wateris  to  be  poured  upon  thefe, 
and  remain  for  twenty-four  hours,  then  to  be 
Iboiled  to  five  pounds.  Of  this,  ftrained  off,  the 
jpatient  ought  to  take  from  three  pints  to  two 
quarts  a-day.  But  how  far  all  thefe  medicines, 
;as  I  have  faid  before,  act  without  mercury,  is  yet 
wery  uncertain.  The  difeafe  is  certainly  eafier 
cured  in  warm  climates,  when  well  treated,  than 
iin  cold  ones.  As  to  the  remedies  which  we  every 
(day  fee  recommended  by  quacks,  and  pretenders 
tto  fecrets,  as  not  confifting  of  mercury,  and  curing 
t:he  venereal  difeafe  radically,  they  are,  for  the 
r.Tioft  part,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  fome  mer- 
curial preparation  difguifed  ;  and  I  think  it  for- 
tunate enough  for  the  patients  if  they  prove  only 
lafelefs  to  him. 


O  CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

On  particular  Venereal  Complaints, 
which  require  a  peculiar  Method  of  Cure. 

I.  On  the  Venereal  Ophthalmia. 

THERE  are  two  diftinct  fpecies  of  venereal 
ophthalmia.  The  one  feems  to  be  rather 
of  a  chronic  kind,  comes  on  gradually,  and  arifes 
from  a  tainted  mafs.  The  other  is  the  mod 
acute,  violent,  and  dangerous  of  any  ophthalmia 
I  know  of :  it  comes  on  fuddenly,  and  owes  its  ori- 
gin, as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  obferve,  to  a  fud- 
den  retropulfion  of  a  recent  venereal  gonorrhoea: 
fee  Venereal  Gonorrhea. 

I  have  feen  three  inftances  of  this  dreadful 
di {'order,  of  which  every  one  proved  fatal  to  the 
fight  of  the  fufferer.  In  two  cafes,  both  eyes  were 
affected  writh  blindnefs ;  in  the  third,  one  was  af- 
fected immediately,  but  feveral  years  afterwards 
the  light  of  the  other  alfo  was  loft,  and  as  it  feemed 
without  any  apparent  caufe.  All  old  practitioners 
with  whom  I  have  converfed  about  this  dreadful 
complaint,  and  who  have  obfervedthe  fame  feveral 
times  in  their  practice,  were  of  opinion  that  it  ori- 
ginated from  a  retropulfed  recent  gonorrhoea,  by 
way  of  metaftafis.  In  thofe  three  cafes  which  Ijuft 
mentioned,  the  difeafe  was  certainly  accompanied 
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iwith  a  fuppreffion  of  the  clap:  but  whether  that 
fuppreffion  was  the  caufe  of  the  ophthalmy,  I  was 
mot  able  to  determine  with  certainty ;  and  am  much 
llefs  capable  to  account  for  fuch  a  metaftafis,  tho 
we  know  that  a  very  great  connection  fubfiits  be-* 
it  ween  the  eyes  and  the  parts  of  generation. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  thefe  oph- 
tthalmies,  the  fact  is  this :  In  the  three  instances 
\which  came  under  my  obfervation,  the  difeafe 
.arofe  in  a  cold  climate  in  winter,  after  the  patients 
aaffected  with  a  recent  clap,  were  expofed  to  violent 
icold  in  the  open  air.  None  of  them  had  ever  had 
any  complaint  in  the  eyes  before.  The  difcharge 
tfrom  the  urethra  was  evidently  diminifhed  or 
labolifhed.  In  the  mean  while  a  difcharge  of 
aa  puriform  matter  of  a  yellowifh  green  colour, 
irefembling  that  of  a  clap,  took  place  from  the 
leyes,  with  the  moft  excruciating  pains,  which  were 
irendered  unfupportable  on  the  leaft  application  of 
1  light.  The  fame  matter  which  ran  out  of  the  eyes, 
Ifeemed,  as  far  as  it  was  poflible  to  fee  by  forcing 
mp  the  eyelid,  to  be  extravafated  in  the  whole  an- 
terior chamber  of  the  eye,  and,  as  it  were,  infil- 
itrated  between  the  lamellas  of  the  cornea  tranf- 
jparens.  All  remedies  which  were  applied  proved 
i ineffectual,  and  perpetual  blindnefs  was  the  con- 
lfequence. 

As  cafes  of  this  kind  may  be  inftructive,  I  mail 
tranfcribe  one  of  them  from  my  Medical  Journal. 
The  patient,  a  young  man  of  a  ftrong  dark  com- 
plexion, of  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  a  captain  in 
the  army,  was  ordered  on  guard  in  the  month  of 
January,  whilft  he  was  afflicted  with  a  violent 
gonorrhoea.  Unfortunately  the  day  was  exceffively 
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cold,  and  he  was  by  duty  much  expofed  to  the 
open  air  all  day  and  the  evening :  in  the  night  he 
found  himfelf  at  once  afflicted  in  both  eyes  with 
the  mod  excruciating  pain,  and  intolerance  of  the 
ftnalleft  degree  of  light ;  which  were  accom- 
panied next  day  with  a  difcharge  of  puriform 
matter  from  both  eyes.  Upon  inflection,  the 
albuginea  was  inflamed,  and  very  .much  fwelled. 
The  phylician  who  was  called,  applied,  befides 
the  common  remedies,  luch  as  bleedings,  purga- 
tives, 8cc.  a  fomentation  of  hemlock.  On  the 
third  day,  upon  a  clofer  examination,  the  cornea 
was  found  entirely  opaque,  and  an  hypopyon 
formed  ;  no  ulceration  appeared.  The  ufe  of 
hemlock  was  ordered  to  be  continued.  Some 
days  after,  the  inflammation  and  running  abated; 
but  the  cornea  remained  opaque,  feemed  to  be  very 
much  thickened,  and  the  patient  remained  per- 
fectly blind.  In  this  patient,  I  clearly  fa w  the 
arteries  of  the  cornea  tranfparens,  coming  from 
the  albuginea,  inflamed,  and  fo  filled  with  red 
blood,  as  if  injected  like  an  anatomical  prepara- 
tion, even  fo  far  back  as  in  the  fifth  week  of  the 
diforder. 

In  none  of  thefe  three  cafes  were  remedies 
applied  by  the  practitioners  toreftore  the  running 
of  the  clap,  nor  was  there  anincifion  made  into  the 
cornea  to  difcharge  the  extravafated  matter  :  The 
only  two  remedies  from  which  I  would  expect;  any 
efficacious  relief  in  fuch  an  ophthalmy,  befides  the 
general  and  topical  evacuations  by  purgatives, 
leeches,  bliders,  &c.  with  the  internal  and  ex- 
ternal ufe  of  mercury. 

I  was  once  inclined  to  believe,  that  this  kind 

of 
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■»f  ophthalmia  does  perhaps  arife  from  unclean- 
iinefs,  when  the  patient  affected  with  a  clap,  or 
chancres  in  the  genitals,  touches  thofe  parts,  and 
afterwards,  without  warning  the  hands  imme- 
diately, touches  his  eyes.  I  have  certainly  feen 
ophthalmies,  and  venereal  ulcers  of  the  eye- lids, 
noftrils,  lips,  more  than  once  arifing  from  fuch 
::areleffnefs  :  but  in  thofe  cafes  I  have  never  ob- 
served an  inflammation  but  in  one  eye,  and  it 
•lever  was  fo  violent  as  the  kind  juft  mentioned ; 
Dut  rather,  like  the  ophthalmies  arifing  from  a 
tainted  mafs,  gave  way  to  the  topical  applica- 
iion  of  the  blue  ointment,  which,  together  with 
•he  internal  ufe  of  mercury,  is  indeed  the  fove- 
eign  remedy  in  fome  ophthalmies. 

The  chronic  venereal  ophthalmies  arifing  from 
it  tainted  mafs,  prove  in  many  cafes  extremely 
nbftinate  for  weeks  and  months.  They  require  a 
tegular  mercurial  courfe,  efpecially  with  fubli- 
inate  if  the  patient  can  bear  it;  repeated  purgings; 
nd  in  fome  cafes,  efpecially  if  the  eye- lid  be  the 
effected  part,  the  external  ufe  of  the  mercurial 
fi  tment,  or  what  is,  according  to  the  obferva- 
lions  of  Dr  Cullen,  more  preferable,  the  citrine 
ointment  rubbed  down  with  double  the  quantity 
■f  hog's  lard,  in  order  to  render  it  lefs  acrid. 
„audanum  dropped  into  the  affected  eye  gives 
ometimes  the  moft  evident  relief.  Bathing  the 
^ye  with  a  weak  folution  of  fublimate  four  or  fix 
imes  a -day  is  likewife  ferviceable. 


II.  On  Venereal  Deafness. 


I  have  feen  feveral  inftances  where  deafnefs 
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and  violent  pain  of  the  ear  were  brought  on  by- 
venereal  ulcers  affecting  the  orifice  of  the  Eufta- 
chian  tube  in  the  fauces.  But  I  have  met  with 
one  inftance,  where  a  perfect  deafnefs  was  the 
confequence  of  a  violent  gonorrhoea  being  ftop-  ; 
ped  by  the  internal  ufe  of  turpentine.  The 
patient  had  no  chancres,  nor  any  other  venereal 
complaint. 

III.   On  Venereal  Sore  Throat. 

Venereal  fore  throats,  as  well  as  venereal 
ulcers  of  the  mouth  and  fauces,  Ihould,  as  1 1 
mentioned  above,  be  carefully  diftinguifhed  fromj 
fcorbutic  ones,  or  from  thofe  originating  from] 
faliva  rendered  acrid  by  mercury;  and  moreefpe-j 
cially  from  thofe  which,  though  really  venereal 
in  their  origin,  have  now  changed  their  na-.j 
ture,  and  acquired  quite  a  different  character  ;| 
as  we,  by  continuing  the  ufe  of  mercury,  may  ma- 
terially, and  perhaps  irrecoverably,  hurt  the  pa-l 
tient.   Practical  judgment  will  be  the  only  fure] 
guide  in  that  cafe.    Deep  ulcers  covered  with  aj 
white  lardaceous  cruft,  and  confined  by  a  hardj 
elevated  border,  with  a  ftrong  rednefs  roundj 
about  them,  will,  I  think,  feldom  miflead  if  they] 
are  treated  as  venereal.     Venereal  ulcers  in  thej 
throat  are  fometimes  feated  fo  low  down  and  fide-j 
wards,  that  we  do  not  eafily  difcover  them  at  firftl 
fight,  and  thence  we  may  fometimes  be  led  to  rnif-j 
take  the  nature  of  the  diforder.    An  account  ofl 
the  two  following  cafes  may  perhaps  be  ufeful  taj 
fame  young  practitioners. 
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A  gentleman  of  aftrong,  plethoric  constitution, 
tfifty-five  years  of  age,  was  affected  with  a  fore 
tthroat  and  fever.   The  phyfician,  after  examining 
Ihis  throat  and  pulfe,  ordered  bleeding,  with  an 
;&ntiphlogiftic  gargle  and  purge;  when  the  difeafe 
mot  abating,  eight  days  after,  another  practitioner 
vwas  called,  who  repeated  bleeding,  purging,  and 
ordered  a  different  gargle,  from  the  ufe  of  which 
the  patient  found  himfelf  better.  At  the  expiration 
of  feven  weeks,  when  he  felt,  as  he  expreffed  him- 
felf, the  difeafe  was  not  quite  gone,  1  was  con- 
sulted. After  the  former  prefcriptions  were  lhown 
tto  me,  I  examined  his  throat ;  and  though  1  could 
mot  difcover  any  ulcer,  told  him  I  fufpected  a  ve- 
mereal  caufe ;  which  he  hardly  would  agree  to,  re^- 
'lating  tome  that  he  had  no  venereal  complaint  thefe 
imany  years  paft,  and  that  fince  that  time  he  had 
tenjoyed  the  moft  perfect  ftate  of  health.  I  defired 
to  examine  his  throat  once  more  ;  which  he  rea- 
dily complied  with,  though  he  was  one  of  thofe 
perfons  who  with  the  greateft  difficulty  can  let 
their  throat  be  examined :  with  a  wax  candle  in 
one  hand,  and  deprefling  the  root  of  the  tongue 
by  means  of  a  large  fpatula  as  much  as  poflible 
with,  the  other,  I  difcover ed  very  low  down  on 
the  right  fide,  a  deep  but  fmall  venereal  ulcer, 
which  had  efcaped  my  fight  at  firft,  and  would 
now  have  done  fo  if  I  had  not  examined  the  throat 
with  fo  peculiar  a  care.    Upon  my  telling  him 
the  evident  caufe  of  his  diforder,  my  advice 
was  complied  with;  and  after  the  internal  ufe  of 
mercury  for  eight  days,  his  fore  throat  was  per- 
fectly gone,  and  by  continuing  it  a  month  longer 
a  radical  cure  obtained. 

The  other  patient  was  a  lady  of  rank.   She  had 
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but  a  flight  difficulty  in  fwallowing  fince  a  few 
days,  which  being  frofty  fhe  afcribed  it  to  a  cold. 
I  immediately,  upon  inspection,  difcovered  the 
caufe  of  the  diforder  ;  and  as  women  have  always 
a  right  to  the  greateft  delicacy  and  fecrecy  of  a 
phyfician,  without  afking  her  any  queltions,  I 
ordered  to  keep  her  throat  warm,  and  promifed  to 
fend  her  fome  medicine,  which  would  relieve  her, 
in  a  few  days  ;  when  the  fame  was  afterwards, 
under  another  form  and  pretence,  ordered  to  be 
continued  for  a  few  weeks  longer,  till  I  thought 
her  perfectly  fafe. 

Laft  fummer,  I  was  corifulted  at  Paris,  by  a  young 
gentleman  of  about  28  years  of  age,  about  a  lore 
throat  for  which  he  had  taken  advice  and  medi- 
cines already,  for  the  fpace  of  three  weeks,  with- 
out any  relief.  I  told  him,  that,  from  the  very 
appearance  of  his  face  and  eyes,  I  fufpected  quite 
a  different  caufe  of  his  diforder  than  he  and  his 
attendants  had  hitherto  imagined  ;  which  indeed 
was  moil  evidently  confirmed  by  a  large  venereal 
ulcer,  which  upon  inflection  I  found  feated  very 
low  down  behind  the  velum.  He  then  gave  me  the 
following  account.  That  he  had  been  affected 
with  a  violent  gonorrhoea  two  years  ago  when  he 
was  at  Venice,  which  for  a  particular  reafon  he  had 
wilhedto  be  removed  or  flopped  as  foonas  poffible; 
that,  for  this  purpofe,  he  was  recommended  by  a 
friend  of  his,  to  a  furgeon  who  was  in  poffeffion 
of  an  injection  which  had  that  infallible  effect. 
That  this  furgeon  complied  with  his  defire,  tho' 
with  reluctance;  and  foretold  him,  that  fome  time 
after  being  cured  thus  haflily  by  his  injection, 
the  venereal  difeafe  would  break  out  in  fome 

other 
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other  part  of  the  \>odj  ;  affuring  him  that  he  had 
feen  the  fame  effect  from  the  fame  remedy,  hap- 
pen in  feveral  other  patients  who  applied  to  him 
in  the  fame  manner  he  did.  That  he  neglected  this 
caution ;  that  the  running  was  perfectly  flopped  in 
48  hours;  and  that  he  had  never  thought  more 
about  it,  having  been  perfectly  free  from  vene- 
real as  well  as  any  other  diforder  ever  fmce. 
This  cafe  was  to  me  a  very  inftructive  one. 
Firft,  it  mows  how  long  the  venereal  poilbn  lies 
fometimes  concealed  in  the  mafs,  without  pro- 
ducing any  fenfible  effects:  And  fecondly,  it 
evidently  confirms  what  I  have  afferted  above, 
that  the  poifon  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  the  very 
fame  with  that  of  the  fyphilis  ;  and  that,  if  abfor- 
bed  into  the  mafs,  it  produces  therefore  the 
fame  effects.  But,  laftly,  it  alfo  mows,  which 
I  could  not  have  expected  a  priori,  that  a  re- 
cent venereal  gonorrhoea  may  fometimes  be  flop- 
ped or  retropulfed,  without  producing  fwelled 
teflicles,  ifchury,  flrictures,  or  other  imme- 
diate effects  in  the  mafs. 

Venereal  ulcers  of  the  throat  require  fometimes, 
befides  a  courfe  of  mercury,  likewife  topical  ap- 
plications ;  fuch  as  an  injection  or  gargle  made  of  a 
folution  of  fublimate,  mixed  according  to  circum- 
flances  with  the  tincture  of  maftich,  &c  — But 
if  the  ulcers  are  owing  to  the  acrimony  of  the  fa- 
liva,  they  ought  to  be  kept  conflantly  clean,  and 
mercury  mould  be  difcontinued.  If  they  owe 
their  origin  neither  to  the  one  nor  to  the  other  of 
the  caufes  jufl  mentioned,  but  are  of  that  peculiar 
nature  defcribed  above  under  the  head  of  Venereal 
Ulcers,  they  require,  inflead  of  mercury,  the  ufe 
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of  powerful  tonic  medicines  externally  as  well  in- 
ternally. 

IV.  On  Venereal  Complaints  of  the  Skin. 

Cutaneous  diforders  of  a  venereal  nature, 
fuch  as  venereal  tetters,  venereal  fcald-head,  ve- 
nereal leprofy,  &c.  are  often  very  obltinate.  It  is 
in  thefe  complaints  properly,  where  the  folution 
of  fublimate,  given  internally,  proves  often  ex- 
cellent; and  I  think  I  have  obferved,  that  it  often 
effectually  removes  the  difeafe  of  the  fltin,  with- 
out removing  radically  the  lues:  This  at  leaft  I 
affert  with  regard  to  colder  climates ;  as  to  war- 
mer climates,  I  know  certainly  many  patients 
who  have  been  radically  cured  of  the  fyphilis  by 
the  fublimate  alone. 

Befides  the  internal  ufe  of  the  fublimate,  warm 
baths  made  with  a  decoction  of  bran,  in  every 
gallon  of  which  half  a  drachm  of  fublimate  is  to 
be  diilblved,  gently  rubbing  at  the  fame  time 
the  affected  part,  have  fometim.es  proved  to  me 
very  ufeful.  For  more  confirmed  venereal  com- 
plaints of  the  fkin,  the  topical  application  of  a 
folution  of  fublimate,  the  citrine  ointment  fome- 
times  alone  and  fometimes  with  the  addition  of  the 
faturnine,  havefucceededwithmeina  herpes,  tinea, 
&c.  where  all  other  remedies  proved  ineffectual. 
The  decoctum  Lufitanicum,  the  decodtion  of 
the  ftipites  dulcamarrc,  of  the  mezereum  root, 
and  efpecially  that  of  the  lobelia  fyphilitica, 
deferve,  for  thefe  as  well  as  other  obftinate 
and   inveterate  venereal    complaints,   in  my 
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opinion,  a  much  greater  attention  than  is  ufually 
paid  to  them.  1  have  feen  a  moft  obftinate 
and  inveterate  difeafe  of  the  fkin  of  a  ve- 
nereal nature  cured  by  a  folution  of  turpeth  mi- 
neral in  fmall  dofes,  where  all  other  remedies  fail- 
ed. Some  phylicians  pretend  to  have  feen  great 
fuccefs  alfo  from  arfenic  ;  but  I  never  tried  this 
latter,  nor  have  I  ever  a  mind  to  try  it. 

V.    On  Venereal  Excrescences. 

Venereal  excrefcences  on  the  furface  of  the 
flkin,  known  by  the  different  names  condylomata, 
jicus,  marifca,  warts,  tubercles,  &c.  arife  either 
from  an  original  infection,  in  which  cafe  we  con- 
fider  them  as  a  local  difeafe,  and  prefcribe  local 
remedies  ;  or  they  originate  from  a  tainted  mafs, 
which  indeed  is  more  frequently  the  cafe,  and 
then  a  full  mercurial  courfe  will  make  them  dis- 
appear, fometimes  without  any  external  applica- 
tion.   But  frequently  external  remedies  are  like- 
wife  requifite.  Cauftics  have  been  recommended 
for  that  purpofe  :  but  I  never  faw  them  produce 
any  falutary  effects ;  on  the  contrary,  often  very  bad 
ones.    Excifion  has  been  likewife  recommended, 
and  is  fometimes  neceffary  ;  but  I  have  feen  fe- 
veral  inftances  when,  after  thefe  excrefcences  had 
been  cut  out  repeatedly,  even  after  a  full  courfe 
of  mercurials,  they  grew  again  and  again,  fome- 
times to  a  larger  fizethan  they  were  at  firff.  To 
prevent  this  regeneration,  feveral  remedies  have 
been  propofed,  of  which,  in  all  obftinate  cafes 
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that  have  come  under  my  obfervation,  I  have 
obferved  but  two  or  three  which  were  admini- 
ftered  with  fuccefs,  after  the  mafs  had  been  pre- 
vioufly  .perfectly  purified.  The  one  confifts  in 
mercurial  fumigations  ;  the  other  in  the  appli- 
cation of  pulvis  juniperi  fobinas  L.  either  by  itfelf 
in  the  form  of  a  powder,  or  mixed  with  red  pre- 
cipitate in  the  form  of  an  ointment.  A  liquor 
has  been  lately  propofed  by  my  friend  Mr  Plenck, 
which  confifts  of  fpirit  of  wine  and  vinegar  each 
an  ounce  and  an  half,  corrofive  fublimate  one 
drachm,  alum,  camphire,  and  cerufTa,  each  half  a 
drachm,  under  the  name  Aqua  can  flic  a  pro  condylo- 
matibus,  and  from  which,  applied  twice  a-day 
with  a  hair-pencil,  he  ajhrms  to  have  feen  the 
beft  effect.  I  have  tried  it  feveral  times,  and 
found  it  anfwer  extremely  well.  In  cafes  where 
a  great  number  of  fmall  warts  had  fprung  up 
about  the  genitals,  the  folution  of  fublimate  in 
fimple  water  or  lime-water  I  have  obferved  fbme- 
times  to  fucceed  perfectly  well.  If  warts  have  a 
fmall  bafis,  and  are  but  few  in  number,  the  beft 
remedy  is  a  ligature  made  tighter  every  day.  I 
have  feen  a  man  with  feveral  hundred  little 
warts  upon  that  part  of  the  chin  where  the  beard 
grows,  and  underftood  his  difeafe  to  be  owing  to 
an  ill-treated  venereal  complaint. 
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VI.  On  Venereal  Weakness,  or  Impo- 

TENCY. 

This  complaint,  though  not  dangerous,  is 
very  alarming,  and  renders  the  mind  of  the  pa- 
tient extremely  uneafy.  I  have  repeatedly  ob- 
ferved  it ;  but  in  a  particular  manner  in  one  pa- 
tient, who  feveral  months  before  had  been  af- 
fected with  a  violent  clap ;  of  which  at  laft  he  was 
cured,  after  having  undergone  a  tedious  and  very 
improper  treatment.  The  only  remaining  fymp- 
tom  was  now  a  total  inability  and  want  of  defire 
of  venery,  which  rendered  him  extremely  low- 
fpirited.  On  confulting  me,  I  judged  the  com- 
plaint to  proceed  from  the  venereal  poifon  lurk- 
ing in  the  body,  and  prefcribed  him  a  mercurial 
courfe,  and  afterwards  fome  tonic  medicines, 
with  two  tea-fpoonfuls  of  Hoffman's  anodoyne 
liquor  morning  and  evening.  He  was  likewife 
ordered  to  wafli  the  fcrotum  and  fpermatic  cord 
twice  a-day  with  a  table-fpoonful  of  the  fame 
liquor  mixed  with  fome  water :  in  three  weeks 
time  he  had  fufhcient  reafon  to  be  as  high- 
fpirited  as  ever. 

VII.  On  Venereal  Pains,  Spasms,  &c. 

Fixed  or  wandering  pains  arifing  in  different 
parts  of  the  body,  are  generally  afcribed,  by  all 
patients  who  were  formerly  affected  with  the  lues, 
to  the  remains  of  the  venereal  poifon  in  the  mafs. 
This  is  indeed  fometimes  the  cafe  ;  but  it  ought 
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to  be  obferved,  that  thofe  pains,  fo  generally  a-» 
fcribed  to  the  venereal  poifon,  are  very  often 
owing;  to  very  different  caufes,  which,  if  not  pro- 
perly diftinguifhed,  we  ihall  find  ourfelves  fre- 
quently difappointed  in  the  effects  of  the  reme- 
dies prefcribed. 

Pains  fimilar  to  venereal  ones  are  often  the 
effects  of  the  improper  ufe  of  mercury,  Thefe 
cafes  ought  to  be  carefully  diftinguifhed  in  prac- 
tice ;  becaufe,  if  the  venereal  difeafe  has  not  been 
radically  cured,  and  the  pains  arife  from  a  half- 
cured  lues,  the  ufe  of  mercury  will  be  neceffary 
to  complete  the  cure  (though  the  patients  will 
often  be  of  a  contrary  opinion,  confidering  the 
length  of  time,  and  quantity  of  mercury  they 
have  already  taken)  ;  whereas,  if  the  venereal 
virus  has  been  radically  cured,  the  ufe  of  mercury 
will  prove  evidently  hurtful.  I  know  patients 
who,  having  made  ufe  of  mercury  repeatedly  in 
their  younger  days  for  feveral  venereal  com- 
plaints, findthemfelves  now,  whenever  they  takethc 
leaft  quantity  of  mercury,  conflantly  affected  with 
the  mod  violent  rheumatic  pains  in  different  parts 
of  the  body.  Authors  who  have  mentioned  this 
latter  difeafe  generally  afcribe  it  to  the  mercury 
lodged  in  the  bones  ;  nay,  there  are  even  examples 
recorded  in  medical  hiftory,  where  mercury  had 
been  found,  after  the  death  of  fuch  patients, 
collected  in  globules  in  different  parts  of  the 
body,  efpecially  in  the  bones  and  their  cavities. 
Whatever  credit  may  be  given  or  denied  to  thofe 
affertions,  it  is  certain  that  we  may  generally, 
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and  fometimes  pretty  eafily,  cure  thofe  patients 
iby  a  proper  regimen,  warm  baths  with  frictions, 
and  by  adminiftering  to  them  at  the  fame  time  in- 
ternally large  dofes  of  proper  tonic  medicines 
either  alone  or  united  with  antimonials.  But  if 
ithofe  pains,  inftead  of  being  of  the  chronic  kind, 
arife  from  a  fudden  check  of  perfpiration  during 
a  mercurial  courfe,  the  ufe  of  tonic  medicines 
•would  be  improper;  in  feveral  defperate  cafes  of 
this  kind,  where  the  body  feemed  as  if  it  was 
affected  with  a  general  fpafm  or  tetanus,  I  have 
found,  befides  the  warm  bath,  efpecially  the  va- 
pour-bath, the  fulphur  of  antimony,  united  with 
the  infpiffated  juice  of  the  conium  maculatiim,  L. 
known  under  the  name  of  extract  of  hemlock,  a 
moll  efficacious  remedy,  given  to  the  quantity  of 
fifteen  grains  of  each  a-day. — Dover's  powder, 
with  a  proper  regimen,  proves  fometimes  in  this 
cafe,  as  well  as  in  rheumatifm,  a  very  ferviceable 
medicine. 


VIII.  On  Venereal  Complaints  of  the  Bones. 

The  bones  are  feldom  affected  by  the  venereal 
poifon,  but  in  a  confirmed  or  neglected  lues.  I 
have  feen,  however,  one  inftance  where  the  pa- 
tient being  affected  with  a  chancre  of  the  glans 
was  attacked  the  fifth  day  after  with  a  confiderable 
fwelling  in  the  lower  part  of  the  ulna. — In  thefe 
cafes,  the  longer  the  difeafe  is  neglefted,  the  more 
difficult  and  tedious  is  the  cure  ;  and  of  all  others 
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the  caries,  or  ulceration  of  the  external  furface, 
and  corruption  of  the  internal  cavity,  are  the  moft 
difagreeable  and  tedious. 

In  all  cafes  of  ulcerated  bones  we  ought  to  re- 
member, that  they  cannot  be  cured  until  the 
poifon  is  totally  eradicated  from  the  mafs.  To- 
pical applications  feem  to  have  very  little  efFecl : 
though  the  elfential  oil  of  faffafras  has  been  re- 
commended by  fome  ;  and  Plenck  recommends 
a  lotion  compounded  of  efTentia  maftichina,  cor- 
rofive  fublimate,  and  honey  of  rofes.  Befides 
this,  he  directs  the  internal  ufe  of  the  Peruvian 
bark,  and  mercury  mixed  with  afafcetida,  toge- 
ther with  a  decoction  of  farfaparilla,  united  with 
mezereum  and  cicuta  :  by  thefe,  he  fays,  that  he 
cured  feveral  perfons  of  the  diforders  juft  men- 
tioned. 

Venereal  exoftofes,  and  efpecially  thofe  in  the 
middle  of  the  tibia,  fternum,  and  tophufes  in  the 
bones  of  the  head,  will  fometimes,  efpecially 
at  night,  give  the  moft  excruciating  pain.  In 
thefe  cafes,  I  have  obferved  no  good  efFecl  from 
any  topical  application  whatever.  Here  large 
and  continued  dofes  of  opium,  along  with  fome 
of  the  faline  mercurial  preparations,  are  fome- 
times attended  with  the  moft  falutary  confe- 
quences ;  but  what  has  been  lately  afTerted  of 
curing  thefe,  and  other  obftinate  venereal  com- 
plaints, by  the  ufe  of  opium  alone,  I  leave  to 
the  more  credulous  to  believe. 

Of  the  extraordinary  fragility  of  the  bones, 
mentioned  by  fome  writers  as  proceeding  from  a 
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venereal  caufe,  I  have  never  feen  any  in- 
ftance ;  though  it  may  not  be  improper  to  men- 
tion one  cafe  which,  I  think,  may  be  referred  to 
this  head  :  A  man  broke  his  tibia  by  a  fall ;  but 
after  the  beft  treatment  of  the  fracture,  and  being 
for  twelve  weeks  confined,  upon  examination  no 
callus  was  formed,  and  the  broken  bone  remain- 
ed nearly  as  loofe  as  at  firfl.  After  a  clofe  in- 
quiry and  confultation,  the  venereal  poifon  was 
fufpected,  and  a  courfe  of  mercury  prefcribed; 
which  fucceeded  fo  well,  that  in  a  few  months 
after  the  patient  was  perfectly  cured. 
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CHAP.  XVII. 

On  Venereal  Complaints  difguifed,  fuch 
as  Confumption,  Rheumatifm,  Fevers,  &c. 

COME  perfons  who  have  been  formerly  affected 
^  with  venereal  complaints,  of  which  they 
have  been  apparently  cured  feveral  months,  nay 
fometimes  feveral  years,  afterwards  grow  ema- 
ciated, begin  to  cough,  and  are  affected  with 
a  hectic  fever,  and  other  fymptoms  which  ac- 
company a  confumption  of  the  lungs,  or  a 
phthihs  pulmonalis.  Thefe  complaints  are  ge- 
nerally afcribed  to  fome  other  caufes,  and  me- 
dicines ordered  for  the  moft  part  without  any 
fuccefs.  Sometimes  the  difordeV  is  alfo  afcribed 
to  the  too  previous  ufe  of  mercury  in  too  large 
quantities.  But  I  have  feen  feveral  inftances 
where  a  hectic  fever  with  cough,  and  fome- 
times even  with  a  puriform  expectoration,  far 
from  owing  its  origin  to  an  ulceration  of  the 
lungs,  arofe  from  a  latent  venereal  poifon, 
without  any  other  venereal  fymptom  in  the  body. 
The  fame  has  been  obferved  by  others.  Mr 
Brambilla,  firft  furgeon  of  the  prefent  Emperor 
of  Germany,  in  his  treatife  on  the  Phlegmon, 
relates  a  cafe,  which  {hows  fuch  a  {hiking  inftance 
of  the  kind,  that  I  mail  tranfcribe  it  here.  An 
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electuary,  he  fays,  was  prefcribed  for  a  confump- 
tive  man,  who  was  in  a  defperate  fituation.  By 
a  miftake  of  the  apothecary,  the  electuary  was 
given  to  a  venereal  patient  to  rub  himfelf  with, 
and  the  mercurial  ointment,  inftead  of  the  elec- 
tuary, was  fent  to  the  confumptive  patient  to 
take  it  internally.  The  confumptive  man,  know- 
ing nothing  of  the  miftake,  took  a  quantity  of 
the  ointment,  about  the  bignefs  of  a  nutmeg, 
two  or  three  times  a- day,  and  was  effectually 
cured  of  his  diforder,  to  the  no  fmall  furprife  of 
his  phyfician,  who  learned  by  chance  from  the 
apothecary  the  miftake  that  had  happened.  This 
miftake  was  certainly  a  very  happy  one  for  the 
patient ;  and,  though  it  might  be  doubted  whe- 
ther the  confumption  proceeded  from  a  venereal 
caufe,  proves  however  evidently  that  it  yielded 
perfectly  to  mercury.  I  had  feveral  patients  of 
this  kind  whom  I  perfectly  cured  of  their  con- 
fumption, by  adminiftering  to  them  nothing  but 
a  courfe  of  mercury. 

Agues,  or  intermittent  fevers,  have  alfo  been 
obferved  by  Dr  Werlhof  and  others,  either  to  be 
produced  by  the  venereal  virus,  or  concomitant 
with  the  venereal  difeafe  ;  and  mercury,  com- 
bined with  the  bark,  has  been  found  ufeful  in 
thofe  cafes.  Perhaps  fome  of  the  fevers  cured  by 
Dr  Lyfon,  with  the  calomel,  have  been  of  that 
kind. 

Flying  rheumatic  -pains,  violent  head-achs,  and 
pain  in  the  hip,  fometimes  originate  from  this 
fource.  The  warm  bath,  with  fome  faline  pre- 
parations of  mercury,  with  the  decoction  of  the 
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ftipites  dulcamara,  I  have  feen  cure  diforders  of 
this  kind,  which  refilled  every  other  medicine. 
Mercury,  with  the  decoction  of  daphne  mezereum, 
or  of  daphne  laureola,  L.  has  alfo  been  recom- 
mended as  a  very  efficacious  medicine  for  thofe 
complaints. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.  XVIII. 

'Venereal  Complaints  incurable  by 

Mercury. 


IHave  already  fpoken  fo  fully  concerning  the 
nature  and  cure  of  thefe  complaints  under  the 
(different  heads  of  Venereal  Ulcers,  Exulcerated  Bn- 
\boes,  Venereal  Sore  Throat,  Difeajes  of  the  Skin,  Ve- 
mereal  Pains,  Caries,  8cc.  that  very  little  remains 
to  be  added  here. 

I  muft  only  obferve,  that  I  have  found  moft, 
if  not  all,  of  thefe  complaints  admit  of  great  re- 
lief,-or  even  of- a  radical  cure;  and  that  the  great 
point  for  accompliming  this  defirable  end,  lies 
lefs  in  thefe  complaints  themfelves,  than  in  an 
exact  knowledge  of  their  nature.  This  certainly  is 
■fometimes  a  much  nicer  point  of  practical  know- 
ledge than  is  generally  imagined.  The  great  ob- 
ject is,  to  diftinguifh  exactly  whether  thofe  ul- 
cers, caries,  cutaneous  eruptions,  or  pains,  &c. 
owe  their  origin  to  a  latent  venereal  poifon,  or 
whether  they  are  the  effects  of  mercury;  or,  what 
is  perhaps  of  the  greateft  confequence,  whether, 
from  having  been  originally  owing  to  the  vene- 
real virus,  they  now,  by  time  or  other  circum- 
flances  with  which  we  are  not  yet  fufficiently  ac- 
quainted, have  changed  their  nature.  In  which 
cafe,  inftcad  of  yielding  to  the  power  of  mercury, 

they 
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they  fecm  to  be  not  only  in  every  degree  exacer- 
bated by  that  remedy ;  but  likewife,  if  its  ufe 
be  imprudently  infifted  on,  will  at  laft  prove  fa- 
tal to  the  patient.  In  proof  of  this,  I  have  ad- 
duced, under  the  above-mentioned  heads,  feveral. 
ftriki'ng,  and,  as  I  think,  convincing  inftances. 
And  thofe  of  my  readers  who  are  particularly  in- 
terefted  in  this  fubject  may  find  a  good  many 
more  in  Mr  Fabre's  Supplement  to  his  Treatife 
on  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  printed  at  Paris.  I  now 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  thofe  medicines 
which  I  have  hitherto  found  moft  efficacious  in 
removing  thefe  dreadful  and.  obftinate  com- 
plaints. 

To  diftinguifh  complaints  arifing  from  mer- 
cury, great  judgment  is  often  required.  I  have 
feen  patients  who  complained  of  rheumatic  pains, 
pains  of  the  bones,  headachs,  fpafms  in  different 
parts,  and  trembling  of  the  extremities,  &c.  ow- 
ing, as  they  thought,  to  the  enormous  quantity  of 
mercury  they  had  taken ;  whom,  however,  I  have 
cured,  after  a  careful  inquiry,  by  giving  them 
more  mercury ;  becaufe  I  was  convinced  that 
their  prefent  complaints  originated  from  the 
improper  adminiftration  of  mercury,  where 
it  was  evacuated  from  the  body  by  ftool,  fa- 
livation,  or  immoderate  fweats,  as  faft  as  it  was 
adminiftered ;  and  thereby,  though  taken  for  a 
great  length  of  time,  and  in  a  large  quantity, 
could  never  exert  its  proper  effect  upon  the  poi- 
fon  lodged  in  the  body.  As  foon,  therefore,  as 
we  are  affured  that  the  difeafe  is  not  owing  to 
the  venereal  virus,  or  at  leaft  will  not  yield  to 
mercury,  other  medicines  ought  to  be  admini- 
ftered. 
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ftered.  Inftead  of  following  the  general  routine 
tof  practice,  to  give  new  mercurial  preparations, 
after  two  or  more  of  them  have  been  already  tried 
in  vain,  we  mould  prefcribe  to  our  patients,  as  I 
have  recommended  before  in  feveral  places  (be- 
fides  a  nourilhing  diet,  country  air,  &c.)  tonics 
or  ftrengthening  medicines.  Under  this  clafs  I 
principally  reckon  antimonials,  and,  more  efpe- 
cially  in  the  cafes  alluded  to,  chalybeates.  But, 
'when  fpeaking  of  the  ufe  of  thofe  medicines,  I 
would  not  be  understood  to  prefcribe  them  only 
in  the  quantity  of  a  few  grains  a-day,  but  in  much, 
larger  dofes  than  they  are  ufually  given.  The  pre- 
parations I  generally  make  ufe  of  are  the  crude 
antimony,  or  the  fulphur  of  antimony ;  the  aethiops 
martialis,  or  the  vinum  chalybeatum,  and  more 
efpecially  a  combination  of  iron  with  vitriolic 
ether.  Of  thefe  I  adminifter  fuch  dofes  as  the 
conftitution  of  the  patient  will  bear,  either  alone, 
or  united,  according  to  circumftances,  with  the 
decoction  of  farfaparilla,  the  Peruvian  bark,  or  the 
extract  of  walnuts.  The  fulphur  of  antimony, 
united  with  the  extract  of  hemlock,  will  be  fome- 
times  very  ferviceable,  alone  or  with  the  ufe  of 
warm  baths,  and  a  decoction  of  farfaparilla  with 
the  mezereum  root.  Sometimes  the  cold  bath, 
and  efpecially  bathing  in  the  fea,  will  greatly 
contribute  to  the  effect  of  the  above  medicines  ; 
and  if  the  difeafe  be  obftinate,  we  mould  not 
leave  untried  any  of  thofe  remedies  recommended 
in  Chap.  XIV. 

From  the  decoctum  Lufitanicum  1  have  feen,  in 
feveral  inftances,  evidently  good  effects.    But  of 
all  the  remedies  hitherto  recommended  for  vene- 
real 
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real  complaints  incurable  by  mercury,  I  have 
feen  none  equal  in  its  effects  to  a  decoction  made 
ulc  of  by  Dr  Paullini.  With  this  decoction,  the 
moft  malignant  and  obftinate  ulcers,  cutaneous 
diforders,  tophus,  caries,  pains  of  the  bones  and 
other  parts  of  the  body,  which  refilled  the  power 
of  all  other  medicines  prefcribed  by  different  phy- 
ficians  in  different  climates,  have  been  effectually 
cured,  and,  what  is  ftill  more  remarkable,  for 
the  molt  part,  in  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time. 
But  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  this  remedy 
cannot  become  of  general  ufe,  becaufe  nobody 
could  hitherto  ever  prevail  upon  the  Doctor  to 
make  it  public. 


C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  XIX. 

(Observations  on  fome  dangerous  or  wp 
happy  prejudices  generally  prevailing  a- 
bout  the  Venereal  Disease. 


ITT  is  an  opinion  imbibed  by  fome  patients,  that 
JJL  the  venereal  poifon,  when  once  abforbed  into 
tthe  fyftem,  can  by  no  means  be  totally  eradicated  ; 
cconfequently  they  believe,  that  a  perfon  who 
iis  once  thoroughly  infected,  can  never  look  upon 
himfelf  as  radically  cured.    This  opinion,  berides 
its  abfurdity,  renders  thofe  who  entertain  it  very 
mnhappy.    I  have  feen  frequent  instances,  in  the 
female  fex  efpecially,  where  fuch  patients  led  a 
moft  miferable  and  melancholy  life,  notwith- 
standing every  thing  the  phyfician  could  fay  to 
:he  contrary.    The  lead  fhadow  of  a  head-ach, 
11  rheumatic  pain,  or  the  fmalleft  pimple  upon  the 
Ikin,  were  by  fuch  perfons  accounted  certain 
proofs  of  the  poifon  lurking  in  the  mafs,  and 
Jlibout  to  produce  the  moft  direful  effects.  Thefe 
jlmtients  are  real  objects  of  compaffion  :  we  ought 
■10  beftow  fome  time,  for  inquiry,  and  pay  the 
llinoft  careful  attention  towards  them  ;  for  indeed 
l|:an  hardly  think  of  a  greater  degree  of  mifery 
slhan  to  be  perpetually  haunted  with  fuch  an 
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imagination.  If,  therefore,  after  our  moft  care- 
ful inquiry,  we  find  no  fymptoms  of  a  venereal 
kind  remaining,  we  fhould  endeavour  to  correct, 
their  prejudice,  by  fetting  before  them  the  ex- 
ample of  others  of  their  acquaintance,  or,  if  cir- 
cumftances  admit,  of  thofe  of  our  own,  who  have 
been  affetfted  as  much  as  themfelves,  or  perhaps 
much  more,  and  who  now,  perhaps,  after  a  great 
number  of  years,  enjoy  the  moft  perfect  ftate  of 
health,  are  married,  and  have  healthy  and  fine 
children. 

The  fame  attention  we  ought  to  pay  to  thofc 
who  imagine,  that  if  mercury  is  once  taken  for 
the  cure  of  the  lues,  it  will  not  fo  effectually  cure 
it  a  fecond  time.  Thefe  prejudices  are  mod  fre- 
quently found  among  the  women,  though  fome- 
times  alfo  men  of  a  melancholic  conftitution  will 
be  influenced  by  them :  but  there  is  another 
prejudice  of  which  I  am  now  to  fpeak,  which  is 
not  only  abfurd,  but  criminal,  and  deferves  a  moft 
ievere  punifhment  from  the  magiftrate  wherever 
it  can  be  proved.  It  exifts  only  among  fome 
young  men  of  a  loofe  character,  and  diflblut 
and  brutal  manner  of  thinking.  Wich  the 
wretches  it  is  an  opinion,  that  the  beft  metho 
to  get  rid  of  a  clap  is  coition  with  one 
more  healthy  women  ;  and  in  this  manner 
have  feen  venereal  complaints  propagated,  i 
the  courfe  of  a  few  days,  to  ten  or  twelv  . 
healthy  perfons,  who  had  the  misfortune  to  fall 
in  with  thofe  wretches,  or  with  the  objects  of 
their  brutality  and  cruelty.    The  abfurdity  of 
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this  notion  is  evident  to  every  perfon  of  common 
fenfe,  who  has  the  leaft  knowledge  of  the  nature 
and  feat  of  the  difeafe ;  and  where  this  practice 
arifes  merely  from  prejudice,  the  {lighten:  infor- 
mation will  be  fufficient  to  remove  it.  But  it  is 
to  be  feared,  that  the  caufe  may  frequently  lie 
deeper  in  the  heart  of  thefe  perfons ;  and  that 
this  abominable  practice  proceeds  from  malignity, 
or  from  a  mean  and  low  difpolition  to  revenge 
themfelves  upon  innocent  perfons,  becaufe  in  their 
imprudence  or  drunkennefs  they  themfelves  had 
become  the  dupes  of  others. 


FINIS. 


